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26TH TODAY!  
 

Dulverton Eucharist 9.30 The only service in the 
benefice this Sunday, all welcome. 

 

Next Service  
Sunday 2nd January 2022! 

MASK UP 
BE CAUTIOUS, BE SAFE. 

 
 

 
 

Christmas is the spirit of giving 
without a thought of getting. It 
is happiness because we see joy 

in people. It is forgetting self 
and finding time for others. It is 
discarding the meaningless and 

stressing the true values. 
Thomas S. Monson 

Read more at 
https://www.brainyquote.com/search_

results?q=christmas 

The sick and those in need of 
our prayers. 

Jan Weaver, Sheila Veysey and 
Mary Burton 

Plus all people affected by COVID19 
isolating themselves and all those 
who mourn. Merciful Father hear 
our prayer and comfort and support 
those whom we pray for.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Service 

All Saints Diary 
 

Monday 27th - Official Christmas Day Bank Holiday 
Tuesday, 28th – Official Boxing Day Holiday 

 
Wednesday 29th  Morning Prayer 9.00a.m All Saints Church  

A quiet week after the Christmas period 
 

MASKS MUST BE WORN IN CHURCH 
WARDENS WILL CONTROL THE FLOW OF PEOPLE AROUND  

CHURCH 
 

PLEASE FOLLOW GUIDANCE DISPLAYED  
PLEASE SANITISE YOUR HANDS ON ENTRY AND EXIT FROM 

CHURCH. 
 

BE PATIENT, BE KIND, BE TOLERANT, BE SAFE 
 

 
 

Those who have died: 
  
Roger Barnes, Mike Hamilton 
All those who have died in service 
to others in the NHS and caring 
professions and those who have 
died as a result of this pandemic. 
Let us remember all those whose 
anniversary of their death falls at 
this time.  
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Collect for 1st Sunday of Christmas 
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his 
divinity; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly home: help your Church to live as one 
family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Psalm 148  1. Alleluia. Praise the Lord from the heavens; ♦  praise him in the heights. 
 

FIRST READING:   Colossians 3:12-17 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Second Reading:  Luke 2:41-52 
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended, and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they 
went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you 
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ 49He said to them, ‘Why 
were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ 50But they did not understand 
what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour. 
 

O.T. Reading:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to make for him a little 
robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would 
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, ‘May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to 
the Lord’; and then they would return to their home.  
26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord and with the people. 
 
Diary of Saints Days                                                     
Today                       Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr                                                                      
Mon 27th                                                                                                       John, Apostle and Evangelist                                                                                                     
Tues 28th                                                                                                                       The Holy Innocents                                                                            
Wed 29th                                                           Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170                                                                                                         
Thu  30th                                                                                                            
Friday 31st                                                                                                       John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384    
Sat 1st January 2022                                                                     The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus   
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Innocent's Song   
By Charles Causley 
 
Who's that knocking on the window, 
Who's that standing at the door, 
What are all those presents 
Lying on the kitchen floor? 
 
Who is the smiling stranger 
With hair as white as gin, 
What is he doing with the children 
And who could have let him in? 
 
Why has he rubies on his fingers, 
A cold, cold crown on his head, 
Why, when he caws his carol, 
Does the salty snow run red? 
 
Why does he ferry my fireside 
As a spider on a thread, 
His fingers made of fuses 
And his tongue of gingerbread? 
 
Why does the world before him 
Melt in a million suns, 
Why do his yellow, yearning eyes 
Burn like saffron buns? 
 
Watch where he comes walking 
Out of the Christmas flame, 
Dancing, double-talking: 
 

Herod is his name. 
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Outdoor Altar/ Worship Station Here for you and your thoughts and prayers every hour 
of every day 

 This is a community Altar, please make it yours for your worship, thoughts and prayers. 
Please Remember that both the Worship Station and The Memorial Garden can be used for quiet prayer and reflection 
at any time. We simply ask that you observe the COVID restrictions and treat them with respect. Remember too, if 
you are uncomfortable in Church on Sundays, you can go to these places and offer up a prayer or thought to God, 
perhaps for those we cannot see at present, for those in need of comfort, to give thanks for safe deliverance, to pray 
for help and support. To give thanks to all who help us, in the medical professions. .Available day and night, you are 
never alone. 
 

When using these places of worship please use COVID safe practices, touch as little as you can. 
 
Please treat the sites with respect and reverence and if you spot vandalism or problems, please report it 
to Parish Office on 01398 323028. 

 

URL to this Live on Youtube : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7g-M0bhmOmXZW2Bryp1yUQ 

9.30 hours Morning Service 
Last weeks Service can be watched on youtube  at    

                                  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7g-M0bhmOmXZW2Bryp1yUQ 

All Saints now has new technology installed that will allow us to stream services to 
YouTube. You can now go on to YouTube and watch the morinings service in full. 

THANKS TO Yoshi  

Prayer of Preparation 
Generous God, for all that sustains us; air to breath, warmth and light, 

food to eat, water to drink, 
we offer our thanks and praise. 

For spiritual gifts that bind us together; one people, one body empowered for service 
we offer our hands and voices. For the Good News of the Gospel; healing and wholeness 

freedom and justice 
we offer our hearts in service. Amen 
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FOOD BANK NEWS 
The Food Bank is an outpost of the West Somerset Food Cupboard. Donations of food can 
continue to be left at the following donation sites please:  
  

*The two Receptions at the Primary School.      *Co-op  *All Saints Church.   

 

The Food Bank continues to provide boxes of food to those in need in the community and we 
would be most grateful to receive any of the items listed below.  

 

Jam     Tuna     Tins of Cold meat (ham, spam)      Savoury Crackers      Baked Beans      Soup      Long life Fruit Juice 
Tins of Hot Meat (pies, chilli etc)             

 

Thank you to all of you who have donated both food items and money this year so far – both 
have been much needed and will continue to be so for some time yet.  
Jenny Barker (Food Bank Co-ordinator 

  

Prayer Before Dinner-  Our Daily Bread  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.   Jesus Christ 

Let us be still before the Lord Rest quietly in his presence 
Listen (Pause) 

Let us bring before the Lord the words that may have hurt and all those left unsaid; 
the anger we have felt and resentment we have fed. 

Let us be still before the Lord Rest quietly in his presence 
Listen (Pause) 

The Lord is slow to anger Willing to forgive Full of Grace. Draw near to him 
Rest quietly in his presence Listen. 
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Gospel: Matthew 2:13-18 
 

When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. 
 

Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the child and his 
mother by night and departed for Egypt. 
 

He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the prophet might 
be fulfilled, Out of Egypt I called my son. 
When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi, he became furious. 
 

He ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under, 
in accordance with the time he had ascertained from the magi. Then was fulfilled what had been 
said through Jeremiah the prophet: 

A voice was heard in Ramah, 
sobbing and loud lamentation; 

Rachel weeping for her children, 
and she would not be consoled, 

since they were no more. 

Prayers for Inclusion and Acceptance Praying with the “World Church” 31st October- 5th February 
Looking at a world perspective sometimes helps to get our own situation in perspective.    

   
Sunday 19th December (Fourth Sunday of Advent): Almighty Lord, you bless us with unexpected joys. 
May we suspend our disbelief and listen to Your will. 
 
Monday 20th December (International Human Solidarity Day): Today we think of our common humanity and 
stand in solidarity with marginalised people across the world. 
 
Tuesday 21st December: Let us pray for everyone living with HIV/AIDS.  May we help and support them 
rather than stigmatise them.  
 
Wednesday 22nd December: We pray for the Anglican Council of Zimbabwe and the work they are doing to 
reduce stigma around HIV/ AIDS. 
 
Thursday 23rd December: We give thanks for the power of creativity to raise awareness of complex issues 
and break taboos. 
 
Friday 24th December: Let us pray for the Church of the Province of  Central Africa, comprised of dioceses 
across Botswana, Malawi, Zambia  and Zimbabwe. 
 
Saturday 25th December (Christmas Day): Today we give thanks for the birth of Jesus Christ. May the light 
of His love shine around the world, filling all with hope and wonder. 

JANUARY SALES ? 
WHY NOT SPEND USING easyfundraising AND MAKE MONEY FOR OURCHURCH, ALL SAINTS. 

You can raise money for us, and it will cost you nothing just use easyfundraising online and help us 
gather donations! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintschurchdulverton/ 
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Christmas Symbols 
 
https://ministry-to-children. om  
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      God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 

1)  God rest ye merry, 
gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 

Remember, Christ, our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas day 

To save us all from Satan's power 
When we were gone astray 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
 

3) From God our Heavenly Father 
A blessed Angel came; 

And unto certain Shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same: 

How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by Name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
 

5) The shepherds at those tidings 
Rejoiced much in mind, 

And left their flocks a-feeding 
In tempest, storm and wind: 

And went to Bethlehem straightway 
The Son of God to find. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
 

7) Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 

All other doth deface. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 
 

2)        In Bethlehem, in Israel, 
This blessed Babe was born 

And laid within a manger 
Upon this blessed morn 

The which His Mother Mary 
Did nothing take in scorn 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
 

4)   "Fear not then," said the Angel, 
"Let nothing you affright, 
This day is born a Saviour 
Of a pure Virgin bright, 

To free all those who trust in Him 
From Satan's power and might." 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
 

6) And when they came to Bethlehem 
Where our dear Saviour lay, 
They found Him in a manger, 

Where oxen feed on hay; 
His Mother Mary kneeling down, 

Unto the Lord did pray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
"God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen" is one of the most mis-

"pronounced" songs in the world. Most people sing it as "God rest 
ye, merry gentlemen," but the original version, printed for the first 
time in 1760 in London but likely sung for centuries beforehand, 
actually uses "God rest ye merry, gentlemen," because that was 

standard English at the time. Hey, commas matter. 
 

Carol researcher Ace Collins also explains that "God Rest Ye 
Merry" was one of the first "happy" carols, created by commoners 
in response to the dour, serious, Latin songs of the church in the 

1600s. It's actually a peasant rebellion against that super-seriousness, 
and was probably (shock and horror) also danced to. 
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For it is in giving that we receive.    Francis of Assisi 

 

Little Gems  

 “It is Christmas every time you let God love 
others through you...yes, it is Christmas every time you 
smile at your brother and offer him your hand. 
--Mother Teresa 
 

  “"It is no use walking anywhere to preach unless 
we preach as we walk" --- Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) 
 

 For where two or three gather in my name, there 
am I with them.  Matthew 18:20 
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The Nativity at Night.  Geertgen tot Sint Jans.  Oil on oak.  34 x 25.3 cm.  
c.1490.  National Gallery. 

 
 
This tiny painting is 
somehow immense.  
 
This is the Christmas 
story. 
 
Christ was born in a 
stable and Mary 'laid 
him in a manger, 
because there was no 
room for them at the 
inn.' Luke 2:7. The 
radiant Christ Child is 
watched over by 
Mary, Joseph, angels, 
an ox and a donkey. 
 
In the distance, 
through the stable 
wall, we can see the 
awestruck shepherds 
at the moment of the 
angel's appearance. 
The earthly light of 
their bonfire is 
overwhelmed by the 
heavenly light of the 
angel. 'an angel of 
the Lord stood by 
them, and the 
brightness of God 
shone around them.' 
Luke 2:9 
 
The stable scene is 
illuminated by the 
divine light of the 
Christ Child. The 
painting reflects the 
words of 14th 
century mystic Saint 

Bridget of Sweden who wrote: ' she gave birth to her son, from whom radiated such an ineffable light and splendour 
that the sun was not comparable to it...' 
 
Although this painting has suffered from being cut down in size and damaged by fire it still lives, as great paintings 
do. This captivating artwork combines intimacy with awe. We are brought close to the scene to gaze with Mary, 
Joseph, the angels and the ox and donkey as they look from darkness into light. All are transfixed at this wonder.  

Frances Harrison.  December 2021 
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 Graffiti 
Dear All, I am sorry that I am reporting on a sad, and I must say 
undeserved attack of Graffiti on our Church. 
 
The Graffiti was discovered by Dowell, on the Morning of 22nd 
December. It was as you can see from the pictures graffiti against the 
Hunt. Why the Church was chosen to be attacked for this reason I 
cannot say, but it does seem rather unfair and does not do the anti-hunt 
lobby much good at all. 
 
Suffice is to say that the incident is a sad one. We know different people 
have different views in our society and we have to be tolerant in order to 
live in harmony, but this particular attach does seem to be hitting the 
wrong target. 
 

We are of course saddened that people feel they have to attack the Church to make a point about a sport or 
country pursuit.  
 
Needless to say we will clear all up as soon as we can. 
 
I am happy to say that the local community have risen to the task again, Stanbury’s Garage sorted out the 
pathway , Chinner has repainted the Church door. Deb in the office has replaced the posters on the 
noticeboard. 
 
The incident has been reported to the police who have commented that Exford Church was similarly attacked 
on the same night. 
 
Thanks to everyone who reported the presence of this annoying act and all those who have worked hard to 
clear it all up. 

 
 
 


