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The sick and those in need of our 

prayers. 

Jan Weaver, Sheila Veysey, 

Mary Burton 

plus all people affected by COVID19 

isolating themselves and all those 

who mourn. Merciful Father hear 

our prayer and comfort and support 

those whom we pray for.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19TH TODAY! CAROL SERVICES  

 

Brompton Regis 11.00am 

Brushford 3.00pm 

Withiel Florey 3.00pm 

Skilgate 5.00pm 

 

Saturday 25th Christmas Morning Service 

9.30am Dulverton, Brompton Regis, Skilgate 

11.00am Brushford 

 

Sunday 26th  Boxing Day Service  9.30am Dulverton 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Diary – December  
 

MASKS MUST BE WORN IN CHURCH 
 

Wednesday 22nd  Morning Prayer 9.00a.m 

      Barle Singers 6.00pm 

 

Friday 24th         Crib Service at 4.00pm 

       Midnight Mass at 11.30pm 

 

Christmas Card Exchange table in Church at rear of South 

Aisle, bring and swap 

Dedication hangings for Christmas tree available in Church 

 

 

Those who have died: 

 Roger Barnes, Mike Hamilton 

All those who have died in service 

to others in the NHS and caring 

professions and those who have 

died as a result of this pandemic. Let 

us remember all those whose 

anniversary of their death falls at 

this time.  

  

“A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, 

so you must love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples if you love one 

another.”         John 13:34-35 (NIV) 

 

Metallic, card dedication 

decorations for Tree or outside 

altar , now available in Church. 

 

Remember a loved one, 

remember someone who is not 

with you this Christmas, 

Dedicate a card. 

https://www.liturgytools.net/2016/12/pictures-feast-mary-mother-of-god-adoration-of-the-shepherds-virgin-at-prayer.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Collect for 4th Sunday of Advent 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she 

looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants 

with your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Psalm 80   Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, ♦︎ you that led Joseph like a flock; or The Magnificat 
 

FIRST READING:   Micah 5:2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 

who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And 

he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 

shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5 and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians 

come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 
 

Second Reading:  Luke 1:39-55 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord. 46 And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the 

Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy 

is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has 

helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 

Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

Alternative First Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10 (not used in the service) 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body 

you have prepared for me; 6 in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, “See, God, 

I have come to do your will, O God”  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’ 8When he said above, ‘You have 

neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered 

according to the law), 9then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish 

the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all. 
 

    Advent Week 4 - A Candle for the Blessed Virgin  
 

Holy Mother of Jesus Christ, 
You alone were chosen to be bear our Saviour 
You alone saw him at birth, death and resurrection 
To you, Blessed Virgin, Mother of God 
who carried the light of the world 
Whose heart was pierced,  
In this Advent wait, we give you thanks 

 Lord Jesus Christ 
Your world awaits you 
In the longing of the persecuted for justice 
In the longing of the poor for prosperity 
In the longing of the privileged  
for riches greater than wealth 
In the longing of our hearts for a better life 
And in the song of your Church 
Expectation is ever present 
 

Come Lord Jesus, light of the world Come,  
O Come O come Immanuel 
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Diary of Saints Days 
Mon 20th                                                                                                          
Tues 21st                                                                        

Wed 22nd                                                                                                           

Thu  23rd                                                                                                            

Friday 24th                                    Christmas Eve 

Sat 25th                                         Christmas Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URL to this Live on Youtube : 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7g-M0bhmOmXZW2Bryp1yUQ 

9.30 hours Morning Service 

Last weeks Service can be watched on youtube  at    

                                  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7g-M0bhmOmXZW2Bryp1yUQ 

All Saints now has new technology installed that will allow us to stream services to 

YouTube. You can now go on to YouTube and watch the morinings service in full. 

THANKS TO Yoshi  

 

As streets fill with shoppers 

Bright lights and tempting offers 

Christmas songs and children’s laughter 

You lead us along a different path 

To a desert river and a Prophetic voice 

A call to repentance 

A call to service 

A call to immerse ourselves 

In living water that will never run dry 

A call to prepare a way in our own lives 

For the Saviour of the world to enter in 

To know the touch of tender mercy 

And rest in your forgiving love 

 

For your faithful prophets 

And your Living Word 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7g-M0bhmOmXZW2Bryp1yUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bUcNZmBI88
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7g-M0bhmOmXZW2Bryp1yUQ
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FOOD BANK NEWS 
The Food Bank is an outpost of the West Somerset Food Cupboard. Donations of 

food can continue to be left at the following donation sites please:  
  

*The two Receptions at the Primary School.      *Co-op  *All Saints Church. 
  

The Food Bank continues to provide boxes of food to those in need in the community and 

we would be most grateful to receive any of the items listed below.  
 

Jam     Tuna     Tins of Cold meat (ham, spam)      Savoury Crackers      Baked Beans      Soup.      Long life Fruit Juice 

Tins of Hot Meat (pies, chilli etc)             
 

Thank you to all of you who have donated both food items and money this year so far – both have been much  

Outdoor Altar/ Worship Station Here for you and your thoughts and prayers every hour 

of every day 
 This is a community Altar, please make it yours for your worship, thoughts and prayers. 
Please Remember that both the Worship Station and The Memorial Garden can be used for quiet prayer and reflection 

at any time. We simply ask that you observe the COVID restrictions and treat them with respect. Remember too, if 

you are uncomfortable in Church on Sundays, you can go to these places and offer up a prayer or thought to God, 

perhaps for those we cannot see at present, for those in need of comfort, to give thanks for safe deliverance, to pray 

for help and support. To give thanks to all who help us, in the medical professions. .Available day and night, you are 

never alone. 
 

When using these places of worship please use COVID safe practices, touch as little as you can. 
 

Please treat the sites with respect and reverence and if you spot vandalism or problems, please report it 

to Parish Office on 01398 323028. 

Prayer of Preparation 
In the lonely places 

The wilderness 

Where we stand forlorn 

Windswept and alone 

Your voice calls out 

Prepare a way for the Lord 

In the dark places 

The shadows 

Where we hide our fears 

Embrace our tears 

Your voice calls out 

Prepare a way for the Lord 
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needed and will continue to be so for some time yet. Jenny Barker (Food Bank Co-ordinator 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Before Dinner-  Our Daily Bread 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

~The Doxology, Thomas Ken 

A prayer before writing a Christmas letter 

Lord, I thank you for all the blessings you have given me. 

I thank you for all my friends and family, 

especially those from whom I only hear at this time of year. 

As I write to them, I pray you will guide my words, 

so I not only share the ups and downs of my life 

but show genuine concern for their lives. 

I pray you will be near them 

and bless them with your love and peace 

at this special time of year.  Amen. 
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Prayers for Inclusion and Acceptance Praying with the “World Church” 31st October- 5th February 

Looking at a world perspective sometimes helps to get our own situation in perspective.    
   

Sunday 19th December (Fourth Sunday of Advent): Almighty Lord, you bless us with unexpected joys.  

May we suspend our disbelief and listen to Your will. 
 

Monday 20th December (International Human Solidarity Day): Today we think of our common humanity and 

stand in solidarity with marginalised people across the world. 
 

Tuesday 21st December: Let us pray for everyone living with HIV/AIDS.  May we help and support them rather 

than stigmatise them.  
 

Wednesday 22nd December: We pray for the Anglican Council of Zimbabwe and the work they are doing to 

reduce stigma around HIV/ AIDS. 
 

Thursday 23rd December: We give thanks for the power of creativity to raise awareness of complex issues and 

break taboos. 
 

Friday 24th December: Let us pray for the Church of the Province of  Central Africa, comprised of dioceses across 

Botswana, Malawi, Zambia  and Zimbabwe. 
 

Saturday 25th December (Christmas Day): Today we give thanks for the birth of Jesus Christ. May the light of 

His love shine around the world, filling all with hope and wonder 

USPG CHRISTMAS APPEAL - Janine Goddard, USPG’s Individual Giving and Church Campaigns Manager 
 

Our partner, the Diocese of Colombo in the Church of Ceylon, through their Plantation Community 

Development programme is improving wellbeing of the tea plantation community in Sri Lanka. 
 

One of Sri Lanka’s main products is tea and there are numerous tea plantations around the country. Many of the 

people who live and work in Sri Lanka’s plantations have endured years of marginalisation, isolation and 

exclusion from the rest of Sri Lankan society which have led to their poor living conditions. The Plantation 

Community Development programme provides education to children of tea plantation communities. This 

involves preschools, non-formal education classes, seminars for those taking the Grade 5 and scholarships for 

GSCE, A Level and University students. The programme also offers support to pregnant mothers and advocates 

for human rights of the tea plantation community. Throughout Advent and Christmas 2021 we will be standing 

in solidarity with our partner, the Diocese of Colombo. Their vital work with women and children from the tea 

plantation communities is transforming lives and lifting people out of poverty. Join us in supporting Sri Lanka’s 

most vulnerable communities by visiting www.uspg.org.uk/christmas 
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Christmas Symbols 

https://ministry-to-children.com 
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Gabriel’s Message is also known 

as The Angel Gabriel from 

heaven came. 
 

 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame, 

All hail, said he, thou lowly maiden Mary! 

Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 

 

For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honour thee, 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel by seers foretold, 

Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 

 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 

“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy 

Name.” 

Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 

 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will 

ever say, 

Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 

 

The lyrics are about the Annunciation to the 

Virgin Mary by the archangel Gabriel (Luke 

1:26-38, Luke 1:46-55). 

It quotes the biblical account of the Annunciation (Luke, 

Chapter 1, verses 26–38) and Mary's Magnificat (Luke 

1.46–55) with the opening lines: 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

"All hail", said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, 

most highly favoured lady." Gloria. 
 

A Basque folk carol, originally based on Angelus Ad 

Virginem, a 13th or 14th Century Latin carol, it was 

collected by Charles Bordes and then paraphrased into 

English by Sabine Baring-Gould, who had spent a winter 

as a boy in the Basque country. The tune is called 

"Gabriel's Message". It is commonly performed in an 

arrangement by Edgar Pettman published in his 1892 

book Modern Christmas Carols. 
 

The use of the lilting phrase "Most highly favoured lady" 

made it the favourite carol of Richard Harries, Bishop of 

Oxford. 
 

The Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould, best known for his hymn 

Onward Christian Soldiers and author of more than 100 

books, took some liberties in translating the text and 

produced one of the world's better-known Christmas 

carols. The melody has a stately, yet angelic quality 

about it, having a more purely spiritual character than 

most of the perkier, more commercially fit Christmas 

carols. The theme has an almost ecstatic glow and 

seems quite the perfect match for its text about Mary and 

the angel Gabriel, about whose appearance to her ("His 

wings as drifted snow/His eyes as flame") Baring-Gould 

describes with some of his most striking poetry. This is a 

fine Christmas carol that, while well known, is not among 

the more commonly heard ones today. 

Little Gems  

 “There are two ways of spreading light: to be the 

candle or the mirror that reflects it.”  – Edith Wharton 

 

  “You must be the change you wish to see in the 

world.” – Gandhi 

 “Be faithful in small things because it is in them that 

your strength lies.” – Mother Teresa 
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Pieter Bruegel the Elder.   

The Census at Bethlehem.  

Oil on Panel. 115.5 x 164.5 cm. 
1566. Royal Museums of Fine 
Arts, Brussels. 

  
Bruegel invented the snow scene, 
so this is the first depiction of a 
white Christmas. The biblical story 
of the census at Bethlehem is re-
imagined in the contemporary 
setting of a village in the 16th 
century Low Countries. 

  

The composition is richly detailed 
and diverse, everyone is going 
about their business in a vast 
snowy landscape. Both artist and 
viewer see the scene unfolding 

below us. The trees give the painting rhythm and help create the perspective. A single wheel, possibly meant 
to be a wheel of fortune, is placed at the centre. 
 

In this masterpiece each detail and group could be a painting in its own right. Bruegel was a brilliant and 
empathic observer of the realities of everyday life, this painting contains details of clothing, utensils, tools, 
children's games and working life. 
 

Mary and Joseph's arrival to take part in the Census at Bethlehem is embedded in the hustle and bustle of this 
place. Mary, heavily pregnant, rides on the donkey and is accompanied by an ox. Joseph is carrying a long 
carpenter's saw on his shoulder. They make their way between two wagons; the wheels are prominent. The 
villagers are about to witness the birth of Christ which actually happened one and a half thousand years 
before this picture was painted. Redemption is on its way.          Frances Harrison.   December 2021 
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Lord in a season when every heart should be happy and light many of us are struggling with heaviness of life—burdens 

that steal the joy right out of our stockings. Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice whispers, 
“Be afraid!” We need your peace, Jesus. We confess that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a different 

kind: wondering when the bills will be paid, when the terror will stop, when rest will come. Will it ever? Is the message 

still true? In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up that good news again. This Advent, make it real in our 

hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the 
Word made flesh. We not only need Your peace and joy; Lord, we crave it. You’ve promised rest for the weary, victory 

for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken hearted—not just at Advent, but every 

day of every year. Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counsellor,” “The Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” 
and “The Prince of Peace.” We know that peace on earth can only come when hearts find peace with You. You are still 

our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the manger. You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And 

we still celebrate You as Lord—this Christmas and always.                                           ~Edited from Rebecca Barlow Jordan 
 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restore us, O Lord, we 

pray, 

bring us back to that place 

where we once met, 

as shepherds to the stable 

after hearing angels sing. 

Bring us back to that place 

when our love was fresh, 

not embarrassed 

to express itself in praise 

to our heavenly King. 

Restore us, O Lord, we 

pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, the whole 

meaning of Christmas can be 

explained in one little four-letter 

word…LOVE. You sent your gift of 

pure love to us that first 

Christmas. Love descended from 

heaven to be born of a virgin. Love 

lay in the scratchy hay of a manger 

in a meagre barn in Bethlehem. All 

of your love, God, was robed in 

the delicate skin of a baby and 

wrapped in swaddling clothes. This 

final week of Advent helps us to 

reflect on the magnitude of love 

that was made manifest in Jesus. 

The greatest gift of all came that 

first Christmas. It wasn’t wrapped 

in a beautiful package and set under 

a decorated tree. The greatest gift 

came wrapped in the flesh of baby 

Jesus and laid in the rough wood of 

a manger. Our perfect gift would 

later be rewrapped in the scars of 

our sin and nailed to the rugged 

wood of a cross on Calvary, all 

because of love. 

Father, this final week of Advent, 

fill our hearts and minds with the 

significance of that truth. Thank 

you, Lord, for loving us enough to 

send Jesus. In Jesus’ precious name 

we pray. Amen. (Hope Bollinger) 

Creator God, you who love us more than 

we can know 

Who chose us from the very beginning to 

be family 

We praise your holy name 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, Word become 

flesh 

Who dwelt among us and was sacrificed 

for us 

We praise your holy name 

Holy Spirit, present and power in our lives 

From the moment that we first 

believed 

We praise your holy name. 
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