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PLEASE WEAR YOUR 

MASK IN CHURCH 

The sick and those in need of our 

prayers. 

Sheila Veysey plus all people affected 

by COVID19 isolating themselves 

and all those who mourn. Merciful 

Father hear our prayer and comfort 

and support those whom we pray 

for.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up and Coming Events 
 

TODAY!  0800hrs Holy Communion (BCP),  

All Saints 

 

12th TODAY! CAROL SERVICE  

ST. James Upton 

1800hrs. All Welcome. 

 

Wednesday, 15th  Dec at 6pm Compline  Service 

Brompton Regis 

 

Friday, 17th Dec at 2.00p 

 School end of Term Christmas Worship  

All Saints Church Dulverton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Diary 

Gaudete Sunday 

Wednesday – 9.00am Morning Prayer 9.00a.m.  

Private Music Tuition with Arwen  

6.00pm Barle Singers 

7.30pm Bell ringing  
 

Friday  5.30pm Church Choir practice 
 

Saturday, 4 Dec at 2.00pm (and each Saturday until Christmas) 

Family Advent Afternoon with Nativity video and Afternoon Tea 

at All Saints Church. Please book by phoning the Parish Office. 

Hosted by All Saints Church Wardens.  Open to all. 

 

 

 

Those who have died: 
 

 Roger Barnes, Mike Hamilton 
 

All those who have died in service 

to others in the NHS and caring 

professions and those who have 

died as a result of this pandemic. Let 

us remember all those whose 

anniversary of their death falls at 

this time.  

  
We praise you, O God, for this 

victory wreath that marks our days 

of preparation for Christ's advent. 
 

As we light the candles on this 

wreath, strengthen our hearts as we 

await the Lord's coming in glory. 
 

Enlighten us with your grace, 

that we may serve our neighbors in 

need. 
 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose 

day draws near. 

Amen. 

Light three candles. 
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Collect for 3rd Sunday of Advent 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that the 

ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of 

the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an 

acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit , one God, 

now and for ever. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
 

Canticle:  Isaiah 12:2-6  -  Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid 
 

FIRST READING   Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do 

not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Second Reading:  Luke 3:7-18 
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 

ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the axe is lying at the 

root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’  10 And the 

crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 11In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with 

anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ 12Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they 

asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 13He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ 

14Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats 

or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,* 16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to 

gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 18 So, with many other exhortations, 

he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

Old Testament:  Malachi 3:1-4 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;  shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15 The 

Lord has taken away the judgements against you,  he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your 

midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion;  do not let your 

hands grow weak. 17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst,  a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 

gladness,  he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18 as on a day of festival. I will remove 

disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19 I will deal with all your oppressors  at that time. And I will 

save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.20 At that time 

I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of 

the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 

Advent Prayer 3.   

A Candle for John In the wilderness,     Lord Jesus Christ 

your servant John     Your world awaits you 

called your people to repentance.   In the longing of the persecuted for justice 

This advent, re-awaken within us    In the longing of the poor for prosperity 
a determination to honour your name   In the longing of the privileged  

and to work for your Kingdom.   for riches greater than wealth 

Everliving God,      In the longing of our hearts for a better life 

enlighten us to do your will    And in the song of your Church 
Expectation is ever present  

 

Come Lord Jesus, light of the world Come, O Come O come Immanuel 



         12th  December 2021 TheThird Sunday of Advent,  Liturgical colour Purple 

 

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact Rev Dowell 322867 or 01398 323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) 

Church Warden) or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a 

message someone will be in touch. 

Diary of Saints Days 
Mon 13th                                                                                                            Samuel Johnson, Moralist, 1784, 1944      
Tues 14th                                                                                     John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher of the Faith, 1591 

Wed 15th                                                                                                              

Thu  16th                                                                                                              
Friday 17th                       O SAPIENTIA    Eglantine Jebb, Social Reformer, Founder of 'Save The Children', 1928                                                                 

Sat 18th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 
 

                                         

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Before Dinner-  Our Daily Bread 
 

God of hope, you call us home from the exile of selfish oppression 

to the freedom of justice, the balm of healing, and the joy of sharing. 

Make us strong to join you in your holy work, as friends of strangers and victims, 

companions of those whom others shun, and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken. 

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The importance of the "O Antiphons" is twofold. First, each one is a title for the Messiah. Secondly, 
each one refers to the prophecy of Isaiah of the coming of the Messiah. The Latin antiphons are 

from the Breviarium Romanum. The English versions, which are not always literal translations of the 
Latin, are from the Church of England's Common Worship liturgy. Biblical quotations are from 

the NRSV. 
 

O Sapientia 
 

Latin: 

O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti, 
attingens a fine usque ad finem, 

fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia: 
veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae. 
 

English: 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 

reaching from one end to the other, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

Isaiah had prophesied: 

• "The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in 

the fear of the Lord." 
• "[…] he is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in wisdom." 

 

Also compare and 
This prophecy is also relevant in that it describes the Messiah as "coming forth from the mouth of 

the Most High", which is very significant in light of the Christian doctrine, rooted in the first chapter 
of the Gospel of John, according to which Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is the Incarnate Word of God 

the Father. 

 

17th December End of term for Dulverton schools 

End of Term Christmas Worship at All saints Church at 2.00p.m. 

19th December Traditional Carol Service of 9 carols and Readings at Dulverton All 

Saints 1800 hrs. 

Carol Service Brushford- 1500hrs.  Brompton Regis- 1100hrs, 

 Withiel Florey - 1500hrs.  Skilgate- 1700hrs 

Bedtime Prayer; 

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 

and worship of the wise men. Amen 

https://everything.explained.today/Messiah/
https://everything.explained.today/prophecy/
https://everything.explained.today/Isaiah/
https://everything.explained.today/Breviarium_Romanum/
https://everything.explained.today/New_Revised_Standard_Version/
https://everything.explained.today/Gospel_of_John/
https://everything.explained.today/Jesus_Christ_the_Logos/
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FOOD BANK NEWS 
The Food Bank is an outpost of the West Somerset Food Cupboard. Donations of 

food can continue to be left at the following donation sites please:  
  

*The two Receptions at the Primary School *Co-op  *All Saints Church. 
 

The Food Bank continues to provide boxes of food to those in need in the community 

and we would be most grateful to receive any of the items listed below.  
 

Jam     Tuna   Tins of Cold meat (ham, spam)    Savoury Crackers    Baked Beans         Soup 

Tins of Hot Meat (pies, chilli etc)            Long life Fruit Juice 
 

Thank you to all of you who have donated both food items and money this year so far – both have been much  

needed and will continue to be so for some time yet. Jenny Barker (Food Bank Co-ordinator 

Prayers for Inclusion and Acceptance Praying with the “World Church” 31st October- 5th February 

Looking at a world perspective sometimes helps to get our own situation in perspective.    

 

Sunday 12th December (Third Sunday of Advent): Gentle God, We rejoice in You. Let us strive for truth, honour, 

And all that is praiseworthy. May we find peace through prayer. 
 

Monday 13th December: Let us give thanks for the Delhi Brotherhood Society, its Women’s Helpline programme and the 

many other initiatives the Society coordinates across Delhi.  
 

Tuesday 14th December: We pray for a world in which women and men are safe from violence and abuse. 
 

Wednesday 15th December: Let us pray for the Church of North India, comprised of 27 dioceses across northern India. 
 

Thursday 16th December: We pray for St Stephen’s Hospital in Delhi, giving thanks for the care they have provided to 

Covid-19 patients over the last year. 
 

Friday 17th December: Let us pray for greater hospitality across borders as the number of refugees from climate change-

related disasters increases year on year. 
 

Saturday 18th December (International Migrants Day): Let us remember the plight of migrants around the world. 

May we offer them hospitality and hope. 
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Gaudete Sunday  Roman Catholicism  

A Joyful Sunday. The Third Sunday of Advent is also known as Gaudete Sunday. The 
word “gaudete” is derived from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to 
rejoice or be glad. Gaudete Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before Christmas, 
and the nearness of the feast is reason for great joy. 
 

The Term “Gaudete.” Gaudete is taken from the Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near” (paraphrase, Phil 4:4-5). 

Advent is a time of joyful expectation and eager preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas.  There are multiple Reasons 
for Joy. There is joy in looking forward to the annual celebration of Christmas, but there is also joy in recalling the birth of 
Jesus on the first Christmas. The joy is heightened because he was born to save us from our sins (Mt 1:21b). The joy also 
extends to anticipation of the Second Coming, either at the end of physical life or the end of the world, the time when 
believers will be given the crown of righteousness (2 Tm 4:8) and a place in the Father’s house (Jn 14:2) to dwell with God 
and his angels and saints for all eternity. A Joyful Colour. Rose represents joy and may be used as the liturgical colour for 
Gaudete Sunday. Violet remains the official colour for the Season of Advent, the Third Sunday included, because all of 
Advent has a penitential tone, a time to be absolved of sin and be in the state of grace for Christmas. Gaudete Sunday 
offers a brief respite to focus on the uplifting, upcoming joyful celebration of the Nativity.  
 

Joyful Adornments. The priest may wear a rose chasuble and the deacon may wear a rose dalmatic. Church decorations 
may include roses or other flowers, a rose-coloured altar cloth, drapery on the pulpit or ambo, chalice veil, tabernacle 
curtain, or wall hangings. The third candle of the Advent wreath is rose. 
 

Joyful Prayers. The prayers in the Roman Missal on the Third Sunday of Advent convey a joyful message. The immediacy of 
Christmas is addressed in the Collect, “O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,” 
followed by two explicit references to joy: “enable us … to attain the joys of so great a salvation” and “to celebrate them 
with … glad rejoicing.” Preface II of Advent says, “we rejoice at the mystery of his Nativity” and that we are “exultant in his 
praise.” The Communion Antiphon contains the joyful message, “Behold, our God will come, and he will save us” (cf. Is 
35:4). Two invocations in the Solemn Blessing for Advent refer to joy: the second, “may he make you … joyful in hope,” 
and the third, “So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer’s coming.” 
 

Advent candle tradition  involves four candles around a wreath. A new candle is lit on each of the four Sundays before 
Christmas. Each candle represents something different, although traditions vary. Often, the first, second, and fourth 
candles are purple; the third candle is rose-coloured. Sometimes all the candles are red; in other traditions, all four 
candles are blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and is lit on Christmas 
Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
 

The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old Testament, especially 
Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. The purple colour symbolizes royalty, repentance, and fasting.  
The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had foretold that the Messiah would be 
born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. The second candle is also purple to symbolism preparation 
for the coming king. 
 

The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, the angels announced 
that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, the colour rose signifies joy. This candle is 
coloured pink to represent joyfulness and rejoicing. 
 

The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels announced that Jesus came to bring 
peace--He came to bring people close to God and to each other again. This colour is also purple to represent the 
culmination of love through the Messiah. 
 

The (optional) fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s candle." It is placed in the middle and is lit on 
Christmas Day. This candle is white to represent pure light and victory. 
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Rejoice, rejoice! 

Christ is born 

Of the Virgin Mary – 

Rejoice! 

 

The time of grace has come— 

What we have wished for; 

Songs of joy 

Let us give back faithfully. 

 

God has become man, 

With nature marvelling, 

The world has been renewed 

By the reigning Christ. 

 

The closed gate of Ezekiel 

Is passed through, 

Whence the light is risen; 

Salvation has been found. 

 

Therefore, let our assembly 

Now sing in brightness 

Let it bless the Lord: 

Salvation to our King. 

 

 Latin 

Gaudete, gaudete! 

Christus est natus 

Ex Maria virgine, 

gaudete! 

 

Tempus adest gratiæ 

Hoc quod optabamus, 

Carmina lætitiæ 

Devote reddamus. 

 

Deus homo factus est 

Natura mirante, 

Mundus renovatus est 

A Christo regnante. 

 

Ezechielis porta 

Clausa pertransitur, 

Unde lux est orta 

Salus invenitur. 

 

Ergo nostra contio 

Psallat iam in lustro; 

Benedicat Domino: 

Salus Regi nostro. 

Gaudete (English: GOW-day-tay, Ecclesiastical Latin: 

[ɡau̯ˈdete]; "rejoice [ye]" in Latin) is a sacred Christmas 

carol, thought to have been composed in the 16th 

century. It was published in Piae Cantiones, a collection 

of Finnish/Swedish sacred songs published in 1582. No 

music is given for the verses, but the standard tune 

comes from older liturgical books. 

 

The Latin text is a typical medieval song of praise, which 

follows the standard pattern for the time – a uniform 

series of four-line stanzas, each preceded by a two-line 

refrain (in the early English carol this was known as the 

burden). Carols could be on any subject, but typically 

they were about the Virgin Mary, the Saints or Yuletide 

themes. 
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PACK 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                    

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

The story of our Christmas Cards. 
Pack One;- 

Card 1 A scene from Zwierzyniec our twin town in Poland 

Card 2 Looking towards Hollam House 

Dulverton 

Card 3 Hedge Row and tree line on the road to Wheddon 

Cross B3224 

Card 4. Our Church Nativity figures and crib at All saints 

Park Two 

Card 1 Pied Woodpecker Hollam, Dulverton. 

Card 2 All Saints Church Yard 

Card 3 painting from the wall of The Shepherds’ Fields 

Church, Bethlehem from Holy Land Pilgrimage with J 

Thorogood. 

Card 4. Blue tit, Home for Christmas Hollam Dulverton. 

These cards are available from this week. There are one or 

two other designs on their way.  If you can support the 

Church by buying a pack or two, we would be most grateful. 

If ordered by post, a postage charge will apply, otherwise 

£2.00 per pack of 4 
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THE BENEFICE OF DULVERTON, BRUSHFORD,  

Little Gems  

 “There are two ways of spreading light: to be the 

candle or the mirror that reflects it.”  – Edith Wharton 

 

  “You must be the change you wish to see in the 

world.” – Gandhi 

 “Be faithful in small things because it is in them that 

your strength lies.” – Mother Teresa 
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BROMPTON REGIS WITH WITHIEL FLOREY, UPTON AND SKILGATE 

 

                          
 

CHRISTMAS 2021 
 

       Sunday 12th December 1800  UPTON, St James     Carol Service 

       Sunday 19th December 1100 BROMPTON REGIS, The Blessed Virgin Mary Carol Service 

1500 BRUSHFORD, St Nicholas    Carol Service 

     1500 WITHIEL FLOREY, St Mary Magdalen  Carol Service 

     1700 SKILGATE, St John the Baptist   Carol Service 

     1800 DULVERTON, All Saints    Carol Service 

 

           Friday 24th December 1600 DULVERTON, All Saints    Crib Service 

    1700 BROMPTON REGIS, The Blessed Virgin Mary Christingle and Carols 

    2330 DULVERTON, All Saints    Midnight Mass 

 

           CHRISTMAS DAY 0930 DULVERTON, All Saints    Christmas Eucharist 

    0930 SKILGATE, St John the Baptist   Christmas Eucharist 

    1100 BRUSHFORD, St Nicholas    Christmas Eucharist 

    1100 BROMPTON REGIS, The Blessed Virgin Mary  Christmas Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USPG CHRISTMAS APPEAL  

Janine Goddard, USPG’s Individual Giving and Church  Campaigns Manager 

Our partner, the Diocese of Colombo in the Church of Ceylon, through  

their Plantation Community Development programme is improving wellbeing of the tea plantation community in 

Sri Lanka. 

One of Sri Lanka’s main products is tea and there are numerous tea plantations around the country. Many of the 

people who live and work in Sri Lanka’s plantations have endured years of marginalisation, isolation and 

exclusion from the rest of Sri Lankan society which have led to their poor living conditions. The Plantation 

Community Development programme provides education to children of tea plantation communities. This 

involves preschools, non-formal education classes, seminars for those taking the Grade 5 and scholarships for 

GSCE, A Level and University students. The programme also offers support to pregnant mothers and advocates 

for human rights of the tea plantation community. Throughout Advent and Christmas 2021 we will be standing 

in solidarity with our partner, the Diocese of Colombo. Their vital work with women and children from the tea 

plantation communities is transforming lives and lifting people out of poverty. Join us in supporting Sri Lanka’s 

most vulnerable communities by visiting www.uspg.org.uk/christmas 
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BE STILL in The Christmas Frenzy, read Matthew 11:28-30  and Ponder… take time.. de stress, 

be with God. 

 

 

       ART NEWS ! 
 

  Henry Ossawa Tanner.   The Annunciation. Oil on canvas. 140 x 181 cm.  
  Philadelphia Museum of Art. 1898. 

 
 

The Annunciation is one of the most 
frequently depicted biblical subjects 
in the history of Western art and 
this portrayal is one of the most 
unforgettable.  

 

We see the Virgin Mary at the very 
moment when the Angel Gabriel 
appears in her bedroom and 
announces that she will bear the 
Son of God.  

 
Tanner made the brilliant decision 
to depict Gabriel as a dazzling 
column of light, in contrast Mary is 
in ordinary clothes in a simple 
Palestinian room.  

 
The vertical shaft of light intersects 

the horizontal shelf, this foreshadows the crucifixion. This wonderful painting combines mystery and realism. 
All the light emanates from the angel and illuminates the face of Mary. Mary's bedclothes are in disarray 
indicating that she has been woken in the night, but she shows no sign of fear or horror, she is intensely 
engaged with this extraordinary manifestation. 
 
The artist visualises the power of grace and the spiritual impact of this moment on Mary as she is 
transformed before our eyes.             Frances Harrison.  December 2021 

 
 

Lord in a season when every heart should be happy and light many of us are struggling with heaviness of life—

burdens that steal the joy right out of our stockings. Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice 

whispers, “Be afraid!” We need your peace, Jesus. We confess that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a 
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different kind: wondering when the bills will be paid, when the terror will stop, when rest will come. Will it ever? Is 

the message still true? In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up that good news again.  
 

This Advent, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and peace more than now. Thank You for the 

gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. We not only need Your peace and joy; Lord, we crave it. You’ve 

promised rest for the weary, victory for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, and acceptance for the broken 

hearted—not just at Advent, but every day of every year. Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counsellor,” “The 
Mighty God,” “The Everlasting Father,” and “The Prince of Peace.” We know that peace on earth can only come 

when hearts find peace with You. You are still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the 

manger. You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate You as Lord—this Christmas and always.  

~Edited from Rebecca Barlow Jordan. 

 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O merciful God, you sent 

your eternal Word to 

take on human nature in 

the womb of the virgin 

Mary. Grant that your 

chosen people may put off 

fleshly desires, to prepare 

their hearts for the 

visitation of your dear 

Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Source:  Wilhelm Loehe, 

Agende für christliche 

Gemeinden des lutherischen 

Bekenntnisses, 1844 

 

This third week of Advent, let us 

remember that the good news of 

Jesus’ birth has the power to bring 

us great joy this Christmas season. 

Our joy isn’t dependent on what is 

going on in our life, in our world, or 

the people that we are with. It 

doesn’t depend on the gifts we give 

or the gifts we find under the tree. 

No earthly thing can ever give us 

complete joy. Our joy comes from 

you. That joy that flooded the 

hearts of the shepherds, the angels, 

the wise men, the hosts of heaven, 

and Mary and Joseph is the joy that 

still has the power to overwhelm 

our hearts with rejoicing. 

Amen 

O Lord our God, make us 

watchful and cheerful as we 

await the coming of your Son, 

Christ our Lord, that when he 

comes and knocks, he will find 

us not sleeping in sins but 

awake and rejoicing in his 

praises; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  

Source: Gelasian Sacramentary 

Lord, the good news of Jesus’ arrival 

brings such joy to our world! Reach 

those who are lost and searching with 

the message of hope that we have 

through the Messiah. God, allow your 

message of peace to bring comfort to 

our anxious world. As we all go about 

the holiday season, let the message of 

great joy pierce through all the noise 

and into people's hearts. Amen. 

Lord, would you restore the joy of our salvation? Help us to be willing 

to follow you with all we have. As we read the Scriptures that remind 

us who you are and the ways you love us, ignite in us a sense of joy 

that overflows out of our hearts! Let this holy joy be contagious and 

spill over onto the lives of those around us. May your peace that 

surpasses all understanding be upon us...especially as we're wrapping 

up a year that has felt very scary and uncertain. Encourage our hearts 

with the knowledge that with you we can live in your perfect peace, 

no matter our circumstances. We thank you for the joy and peace 

you give! Amen. 
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