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This week - A Prayer for a New Day

August

I arise today Through a mighty strength:
God's power to guide me, God's might to uphold me,
God's eyes to watch over me; God's ear to hear me,
God's word to give me speech, God's hand to guard me,
God's way to lie before me, God's shield to shelter me,
God's host to secure me.

(first millenium - bridgid of gael)

The sick and those in need of our
prayers.
Vi Cook, Paul Haslem, Roger Barnes,
Jan Ross, Ruth Calvert-Smith, plus all
people affected by COVID19 isolating
themselves and all those who mourn.
Merciful Father hear our prayer and
comfort and support those whom we
pray for.

Those who have died:
Charles Stone
All those who have died in service to
others in the NHS and caring
professions and those who have died as
a result of this pandemic. Let us
remember all those whose anniversary
of their death falls at this time.

Summer blessing for families:
May we make our homes places of relaxation, joy, love, peace and safety.
May we be generous and considerate, not thinking only about ourselves,
but helping others enjoy the blessings of the summertime.
Lord God, Creator of all things,
guide our steps and strengthen our hearts
during these months of summer and vacation days.
Grant us refreshment of mind and body.
May we constantly strive to make a meaningful difference
in the lives of our loved ones and in the world around us
as we enjoy the warm days of summertime.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.

See your own church arrangements:
All Saints Dulverton: all welcome, singing resumes, coffee after
service, masks and unmasked welcome, open every day 10.a.m. –
5.00p.m. Please see notices on lychgate, church porch noticeboard,
back of church noticeboard and e-mail and Pew News Extra.
Brushford all Welcome singing resumes ask locally for further
information.

PLEASE NOTE different readings for
Dulverton and Brushford churches this week
on page 3 of the long version of Pew News.

ONLINE SERVICES 9.30 pm from
All Saints Church Dulverton or on catch
up on You Tube

Sunday service weekly at:
All Saints 9.30 a.m.
St Nicholas Brushford 11.00 a.m.
St Mary’s Brompton Regis 11.00a.m.
Skilgate : Sunday service times vary
Upton: open for private prayer
Withiel Florey 3rd Sunday of the
month

Better to illuminate than
merely to shine; to deliver to
others contemplated truths
than merely to contemplate.
Thomas Aquinas

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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Collect for 8th Sunday After Trinity
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the
ways of your laws and the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here and
ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Post Communion Prayer
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy things; may the ears which have heard your word be
deaf to clamour and dispute; may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes which
have seen the tokens of your love shine with the light of hope; and may the bodies which have been fed with your
body be refreshed with the fullness of your life; glory to you for ever.

Psalm 89: The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ ♦ Corrupt are they, and abominable in their
wickedness; there is no one that does good.

FIRST READING : Ephesians 3:14-21
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,15from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.
16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with
power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading: John 6:1-21
1After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down
there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large
crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ 6He said this
to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little.’ 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
9‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’ 10Jesus said,
‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they* sat down, about five thousand
in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so
also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left
over, so that nothing may be lost.’ 13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to
say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ 15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come
and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.16 When evening came, his
disciples went down to the lake, 17got into a boat, and started across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming near the boat, and they were terrified.
20But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the
boat reached the land towards which they were going.
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SAINT JAMES
James the Great explained:Date of death: AD 44
Feast Day: 25 July (Western Christianity) 30 April (Eastern Christianity); 30 December (Hispanic Church)
Birth Place: Bethsaida, Galilee, Roman Empire, around AD 3
Death Place: Jerusalem, Judea, Roman Empire Canonized Date: Pre-Congregation
Attributes: Red Martyr, Scallop, Pilgrim's hat
Patronage: Places: Spain, Guatemala, Seattle, Nicaragua, Guayaquil, Betis Church, Guagua, Pampanga, Badian,
Buhay Na Tubig, Imus, Paetem, Laguna, Sogod, Cebu, Philippines and some places of Mexico.
Professions: Veterinarians, equestrians, furriers, tanners, pharmacists, oyster fishers, woodcarvers.
James the Great, also known as James, son of Zebedee or as Saint James the Greater (Aramaic: ܒ &' ܙ&)ܝ$#"!;
Arabic:ﻌﻘﻮبl; Hebrew:, Yaʿăqōḇ; Latin: Iacobus Maximus; Greek: Ἰάκωβος; died AD 44), was one of the Twelve
Apostles of Jesus according to the New Testament. Saint James is the patron saint of Spain and, according to
tradition, his remains are held in Santiago de Compostela in Galicia.
In the New Testament
The son of Zebedee and Salome, James is styled "the Greater" to distinguish him from the Apostle James "the
Less", with greater meaning older or taller, rather than more important. James the Great was the brother of
John the Apostle.[1] James is described as one of the first disciples to join Jesus. The Synoptic Gospels state that
James and John were with their father by the seashore when Jesus called them to follow him. James was one of
only three apostles whom Jesus selected to bear witness to his Transfiguration.[2] James and John[3] (or, in
another tradition, their mother[4]) asked Jesus to grant them seats on his right and left in his glory. Jesus
rebuked them, asking if they were ready to drink from the cup he was going to drink from and saying the honor
was not even for him to grant. The other apostles were annoyed with them. James and his brother wanted to
call down fire on a Samaritan town, but were rebuked by Jesus. The Acts of the Apostles records that "Herod the
king" (traditionally identified with Herod Agrippa) had James executed by the sword. Nixon suggests that this
may have been caused by James's fiery temper,[5] in which he and his brother earned the nickname Boanerges
or "Sons of Thunder". F. F. Bruce contrasts this story to that of the Liberation of Saint Peter, and notes that
"James should die while Peter should escape" is a "mystery of divine providence".[6]
Veneration
In the Catholic tradition, Saint James is the patron saint of Spain and, according to legend, his remains are held in
Santiago de Compostela in Galicia. This name Santiago is the local evolution of Latin Genitive Sancti Iacobi,
"(church or sanctuary) of Saint James" (evolved into a personal name in Spanish, and also in Portuguese -Tiago-,
with its derivatives Diego/Diogo). The traditional pilgrimage to the grave of the saint, known as the "Way of St.
James", has been the most popular pilgrimage for Western European Catholics from the Early Middle Ages
onwards, although its modern revival and popularity stems from Walter Starkie's 1957 book, The Road to
Santiago. The Pilgrims of St. James.[7] Officially 327,378 pilgrims registered in 2018 as having completed the final
100 km walk (200 km by bicycle) to Santiago to qualify for a Compostela.[8] When 25 July falls on a Sunday, it is a
"Holy Year" (an Año Santo Jacobeo) and a special east door is opened for entrance into Santiago Cathedral.
Jubilee years follow a 6-5-6-11 pattern (except when the last year of a century isn't a leap year, which can yield a
gap of 7 or 12 years). In the 2004 Holy Year, 179,944[9] pilgrims received a Compostela. In the 2010 Holy Year
the number had risen to 272,412.[10] The next Holy Year will be 2021.
The feast day of St. James is celebrated on 25 July on the liturgical calendars of the Roman Catholic, Anglican,
Lutheran and certain Protestant churches. He is commemorated on 30 April in the Orthodox Christian liturgical
calendar (for those churches which follow the traditional Julian Calendar, 30 April currently falls on 13 May of
the modern Gregorian Calendar). The national day of Galicia is also celebrated on 25 July, being St James its
patron saint. James the Apostle is remembered in the Church of England with a Festival on 25 July.[11]

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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Outdoor Altar/ Worship Station
This is a community Altar, please make it yours for your worship, thoughts and prayers.
Please Remember that both the Worship Station and The Memorial Garden can be used for quiet prayer and reflection
at any time. We simply ask that you observe the COVID restrictions and treat them with respect. Remember too, if you
are uncomfortable in Church on Sundays, you can go to these places and offer up a prayer or thought to God, perhaps
for those we cannot see at present, for those in need of comfort, to give thanks for safe deliverance, to pray for help and
support. To give thanks to all who help us, in the medical professions. .Available day and night, you are never alone.
When using
places of worship please use COVID safe practices, touch as little as you can.
From
thethese
Bookshelf
Use the altar and memorial garden on your own.
Keep 2 metres away from anyone else.
Wear a mask and gloves or sanitise or wash your hands before and after.
Please treat the sites with respect and reverence and if you spot vandalism or problems, please report it
to Parish Office on 01398 323028.

For Children
God Bless You and Good Night is a bedtime story every little one will love. With over
500,000 copies sold, this classic favourite will have your kiddos excited for bedtime
snuggles and story time. The delightful rhyming story takes readers through several scenes
of snuggly animals who are getting ready for bed. This adorable board book shares:
God’s blessings
How much your little one is loved
Fun bedtime rituals for parents and children
God Bless You and Good Night is great for children, ages 0 to 4.

For Grown Ups
God did not give us His gospel just so we could embrace it and be converted. He offers it to us
every day as a gift that keeps on giving us everything we need for life and godliness. Here is a
valuable tool to preach the gospel to yourself daily to strengthen your faith and define what
you believe and why.

For over 40 years, J. I. Packer's classic has been an important tool to help Christians
around the world discover the wonder, the glory and the joy of knowing God. In 2006,
Christianity Today voted this title one of the top 50 books that have shaped evangelicals.
This edition is updated with Americanised language and spelling and a new preface by the
author. Stemming from Packer's profound theological knowledge, Knowing God brings
together two important facets of the Christian faith― knowing about God and also knowing God through the
context of a close relationship with the person of Jesus Christ. Written in an engaging and practical tone, this
thought-provoking work seeks to transform and enrich the Christian understanding of God. Explaining both who
God is and how we can relate to him, Packer divides his book into three sections: The first directs our attention
to how and why we know God, the second to the attributes of God and the third to the benefits enjoyed by a
those who know him intimately. This guide leads readers into a greater understanding of God while providing
advice to gaining a closer relationship with him as a result.
Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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Readings for the service related to Saint James the Great taken in those churches where service is led
by Rev. Barry priory. i.e. Dulverton @ 9.30 a.m. and Brushford @ 11.00 am.
The Readings are : Acts 11.27 - 12.2 and Matthew 20.20-28
FIRST READING ACTS 11:27-30 : 12:1-2
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up
and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened
during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and
sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.
2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.

SECOND READING Matthew 20:20-28 New International Version
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favour of him.
21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the
other at your left in your kingdom.” 22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink
the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup,
but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared
by my Father.”24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise
authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,
27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
not used in the Morning Service,)
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with
him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late
one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he
saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire about the
woman. It was reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.’ 4So David sent
messengers to fetch her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her
period.) Then she returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’
6 So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.’ And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7When Uriah came to
him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go
down to your house, and wash your feet.’ Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present
from the king. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not
go down to his house. 10When they told David, ‘Uriah did not go down to his house’, David said to Uriah, ‘You
have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?’ 11Uriah said to David, ‘The ark and
Israel and Judah remain in booths;* and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field;
shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will
not do such a thing.’ 12Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.’
So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13David invited him to eat and drink in his presence
and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did
not go down to his house. 14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15In
the letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he
may be struck down and die.’

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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Mon July 26th Anne and Joachim, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Tues 27th
Brooke Foss Westcott, Bishop of Durham, Teacher of the Faith, 1901
Thu 29th
Mary, Martha and Lazarus, Companions of Our Lord
th
Friday 30
William Wilberforce, Social Reformer, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson, AntiSlavery Campaigners, 1833, 1797 and 1846
Saturday 31st Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus, 1556

URL to this Week’s Service on Youtube

UBS Morning Eucharist Service 9.30 posted on line by 15.00
Last weeks Service can be watched on youtube at https://youtu.be/NpmmQpz3sSI

All Saints now has new technology installed that will allow us to stream services to
YouTube. You can now go on to YouTube and watch the morinings service in full.
Missing Out on Something Good?
Launched at the beginning of May 2020 the Daily HOPE phone line has reached over 2.5 million
minutes of listening to prayers, hymns and reflections. Our hope and aim was to offer something
for the elder generation who don’t access things online. The freephone line seems to have been a
wonderful help and encouragement to tens of thousands. In providing another means of sharing
faith . The details of Daily HOPE (0800 804 8044).

The Wedding at Cana (or The Wedding Feast at Cana) by
Paolo Veronese is an oil on canvas that was painted in
1563 for the Benedictine Monastery of San Giorgio
Maggiore in Venice. It depicts the Biblical Wedding Feast
at Cana where according to the New Testament, Jesus
performed his first miracle by turning water into wine.
The Biblical story, however, is set into Veronese’s time
although some figures are depicted wearing antique
clothing. It is said that Veronese painted himself among
the 130 participants of the wedding feast (clothed in
white with a viol next to Titian and Bassano). The
painting with dimensions of 666 cm x 990 cm (262 in x
390 in) is displayed in the Louvre Museum in Paris.

Grown men can learn from very little children for the hearts of the little children are pure. Therefore,
the Great Spirit may show to them many things which older people miss.
- Black Elk, Oglala Lakota Sioux (1863-1950) (North American Native People)

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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All Glory, Laud, and Honour
All glory, laud, and honour,
To thee, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring.
1. Thou art the King of Israel,
Thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s name comest,
The King and Blessed One.
Refrain
2. The company of angels
Are praising thee on high,
And we with all creation
In chorus make reply.
Refrain
3. The people of the Hebrews
With psalms before thee went;
Our prayer and praise and anthems
Before thee we present.
Refrain
4. To thee, before thy passion,
They sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted,
Our melody we raise.
Refrain
5. Thou didst accept their praises;
Accept the prayers we bring,
Who in all good delightest,
Thou good and gracious King.

Refrain

Liturgical altar colour Green

This hymn text was written by St. Theodulph of
Orleans in 820 while he was imprisoned in Angers,
France, for conspiring against the King, with whom he
had fallen out of favour. The text acts as a retelling of
the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The
medieval church actually re-enacted this story on
Palm Sunday using a standard liturgy that featured
this hymn. The priests and inhabitants of a city would
process from the fields to the gate of the city, following
a living representation of Jesus seated on a donkey.
When they reached the city gates, a choir of children
would sing the hymn, then in Latin: Gloria, laus et
honour, and the refrain was taken up by the crowd. At
this point the gates were opened and the crowd made
its way through the streets to the cathedral. Though
we might not have any city gates to proceed through
today, this hymn still acts as a royal hymn of praise
and proclamation. Today we praise the “Redeemer,
King” because we know just what kind of King He was
and is – an everlasting King who reigns not just in
Jerusalem, but over the entire earth. What more could
we do but praise Him with glory, laud, and honour.
When/Why/How:
There is a popular story about this hymn. Legend has
it that while St. Theodulph was still in prison, on a
certain Palm Sunday, the King of France, who had put
Theodulph in prison, was processing through the
streets on his way to the cathedral. As he passed below
the prison tower, Theodulph began to sing “All Glory,
Laud and Honor.” The king was so moved by his song
that he released him and declared that the hymn was
to be sung on Palm Sunday every year from then on.
While this is most likely nothing but a good story, it
shows the popularity of the hymn, and proves an
effective teaching tool for children. Hal Hopson turned
the story into a 15-minute musical for children called
“The Singing Bishop.” This musical works well at the
beginning of a service or in lieu of a prelude, after
which everyone rises and sings the hymn together.
Another short music drama is The Crown and the
Cross (A Palm/Passion Sunday Suite with music
arranged by Mark Hayes
While this hymn is known as a quintessential
processional hymn for Palm Sunday, it could be sung
on Easter morning and throughout the Easter season,
even on Ascension Sunday, since the last verse says, “to
you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.” It is also
possible to use the hymn during Advent, when again
we wait for and announce the King, “now in the Lord’s
name coming.” Laura de Jong, Hymnary.org

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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HELP NEEDED, STILL!

We are in need of some local people to plant
tend and keep the All Saints Memorial Garden.
It has not officially been opened yet due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. When it is ready for
opening, we will need a rota of volunteers to
tend the garden and keep it looking good.
If you feel you would be able to volunteer,
please contact Steve Ford (Church Warden)
telephone 01398 323016
Or the Parish Office 01398 323028

PLEASE

James the Apostle 25th July 2021
Please, Do
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not attend Church if you have any doubts about your situation. If you are elderly,

vulnerable, have underlying health problems, have to travel out of your village, have been in contact with others
that have COVID or you are not feeling well. Or have been pinged by the NHS App.
STAY HOME, STAY SAFE.

God will understand. God cares about You.

If you DO attend: Church – please follow the local Church instructions

In Church please, cleanse
your hands with sanitiser on entry to church and on Exit. If you wish to keep apart throughout your time in
church, you will be helped to do so. If you wish to wear a mask you will be enabled to do so. If you wish to not
wear a mask you will be helped to sit without one and away from people who do wish to wear masks. Please take
anything you bring to church away with you. Please take any PN or papers you use in Church away with you. Do
not leave anything behind. Please be tolerant and accepting of how people might feel differently to you about the
latest government guidelines. You will need a hymn book.
God has given us a brain to use, to keep ourselves safe and others safe, let us use it to the full.

To Help You Pray: for intercession
God of mercy and healing, you who hear the cries of those in need, receive these petitions of your people
that all who are troubled may know peace, comfort, and courage.
In particular We/ I pray for

(Name all the people and things you pray for)

Finish with
Life-giving God, heal our lives, that we may acknowledge your wonderful deeds and offer you thanks from
generation to generation through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers for Inclusion and Acceptance Praying with the “World Church” 18 April 2021-24 July
Looking at a world perspective sometimes helps to get our own situation in perspective.
Sunday 25th July (Eighth Sunday after Trinity) Almighty Lord, May we rejoice in Your name. Fill our
mouths with laughter, And our tongues with shouts of joy.
Monday 26th July (James the Apostle): Let us give thanks for the life of James the Apostle. May we follow
Jesus with the same urgency and commitment that he did.
Tuesday 27th July : Let us pray for the victims of human trafficking. May we remember that we are all made in
God’s image.
Wednesday 28th July : Let us pray for the Church in the Province of West Africa, which comprises 17 dioceses
across Cameroon, Cape Verde, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Senegal and Sierra Leone.

This weeks
Hymn Lists

Thursday 29th July : We pray for those working to end human trafficking. May we add our voices to their calls
for justice.
Friday 30th July (William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson): Let us give thanks for
the lives and works of William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson. May we remember their
efforts to abolish the slave trade and renew our commitment to ending modern slavery
Saturday 31st July (International Day of Friendship): Let us give thanks for friendship and the many forms
it takes. May we remember all of our friends across the world church

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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Reflection on John 61:21
Aside from the resurrection, the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 is the only miracle recorded in all four Gospels.
Obviously, the Gospel writers considered this a significant miracle. When Christ fed the masses that day, He began
with only “five barley loaves and two fish,” borrowed from a boy’s lunch (John 6:9). To feed 5,000 people with five
loaves and two fish is indeed miraculous, but the Greek term used in Matthew 14:21 specifies males, and Matthew
further emphasizes the point by adding, “Besides women and children.” Many Bible scholars believe the actual
number fed that day could have been 15,000—20,000 people.
Jesus’ disciples had wanted to send the people away because evening was approaching and they were in a remote
place (Matthew 14:15). They knew the people needed to reach surrounding villages soon to buy food, find lodging,
etc., or they would likely go hungry (Mark 6:36). But Christ had a better idea: “You give them something to eat”
(Matthew 14:16). At this point, the disciples should have recalled the many miracles they had seen Jesus do. Perhaps
some of them did, but Andrew asked, “What are [five loaves and two fish] for so many?” (John 6:9). And Philip
exclaimed, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” (verse 7).
Jesus called for the bread and fish to be brought to Him (Matthew 14:18). He then gave thanks for the meal, broke
the bread, and gave it to His disciples to give to the crowd. Amazingly, the entire multitude was fed with that small
meal. Jesus provided “as much as they wanted” (John 6:11), and “they all ate and were satisfied” (Matthew 14:20).
Christ did not just meet the need; He lavished them with so much food that there were “twelve baskets full of
broken pieces and of the fish” left over (Mark 6:43).
God will shatter the pint-sized expectations of what His followers can do if they would learn to bring Him what they
have already been given. “Little is much when God is in it.” When Christians are willing to offer their lives
sacrificially, relinquishing their hold on whatever God has given them in terms of time, money, talents, etc., God will
use these ordinary things to create extraordinary things. Christians must never believe their resources are too little
to serve God. God delights in taking a humble, seemingly insignificant person and using him or her for His glory (see
1 Corinthians 1:27).
Philip’s mind immediately ran to the cost of the project. He quickly calculated how many man-hours of work it
would take to feed all those people; he saw the task as impossible because he approached it as if everything
depended on his own work. Jesus’ approach was different. Jesus bypassed all human effort and did the impossible. It’s
“‘not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6).
It is noteworthy that Jesus fed the people through the agency of His disciples. He could have simply snapped His
fingers and caused everyone present to have a meal, but He didn’t. Instead, He “gave . . . to his disciples to distribute
to the people” (Mark 6:41). In this way, the disciples had to trust the Lord for everything they distributed. They
could only give as they received. Philip, Andrew, and the rest were put in a position of total dependence upon the
Lord for the supply. God still uses people the same way today.
Christians should also be reminded that their problems are never too large (the “many” of John 6:9) for God to
handle. Surely, Andrew was wondering, “What good are we going to do with only five loaves and two fish?” Of
course, theoretically, believers know God can easily multiply whatever He wants, to feed as many people as He
wants—He is God. The problem comes when we are faced with a practical outworking of the theory; we tend to
doubt that God will want to meet our need.
There is a foreshadowing of Christ’s miracle in the life of Elisha in 2 Kings. Elisha told his servant to feed the people
gathered there, although there was not enough food for the hundred men. One of the men said, “How can I set this
before a hundred men?” (2 Kings 4:42–43) In the end, however, the men not only had enough to eat, but “they ate
and had some left” (2 Kings 4:44). Isn’t that just like God? He says He will do more than provide for His people; He
will give an abundance (Psalm 132:15).
Christians must bring their lives to God in a spirit of obedience and sacrifice, no matter how insignificant they may
think their gifts or talents are (Romans 12:1). When doing so, expect God to do far beyond what can be imagined
(Ephesians 3:20). Also, Christians should trust that God not only wants to meet the needs of His children, but He
wants to lavish His children with spiritual blessings, even to overflowing (Psalm 23:5)

Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.
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The Food Bank is an outpost of the West Somerset Food Cupboard. Donations of food
can continue to be left at the following donation sites please:
*The two Receptions at the Primary School
*Outside ‘Sixpenny Buckle’ Jury Road

*The Co-op
*All Saints Church.
*Outside Bilboa House, High Street

The Food Bank continues to provide boxes of food to those in need in the community and
we would be most grateful to receive any of the items listed below.
Custard & Rice Pudding
Savoury Crackers

Tins of Cold meat (ham, spam)
Sugar
Jam

Teabags
Tinned Fruit

Thank you to all of you who have donated both food items and money this year so far – both have been much needed and
will continue to be so for some time yet. Jenny Barker (Food Bank Co-ordinator)

Prayer Before Dinner
Heavenly Father, we give thanks for this time we have together to share this meal. Bless the hands that prepared
it. Bless this home. May your peace and love reign among this family. May we eat this meal with humble hearts.
Bless the food that it will in no way harm us, but nourish and bring healing to our bodies. Fill us with love and
fellowship. In Jesus name, Amen.

Little Gems
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that. Martin Luther King, Jr.
It is always the right time to do the right thing. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Use me, God. Show me how to take who I am, who I want to be, and what I can do, and use it
for a purpose greater than myself. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden)
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone
will be in touch.

