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The sick and those in need of our 
prayers.   
Vi Cook, Charles Stone, Paul Haslem.  
Roger Barnes, Jan Ross plus all people 
affected by COVID19 isolating 
themselves and all those who mourn. 
Merciful Father hear our prayer and 
comfort and support those whom we 
pray for.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

No Service 

 

Hope fulfilled…we trust. 
It is with extreme pleasure and gratitude to God that we announce that 
we have appointed a new Rector of the benefice. The appointment has 
been agreed by the Bishop and the candidate has accepted. 
 

His name is Rev. Dowell Conning. 
 

He is currently an Army Chaplain of high rank. He will be leaving the 
Army to join us in our Christian community and will be moving into the 
vicarage in Dulverton with his wife and family. 
 

We look forward to welcoming him to the Benefice as soon as he can 
be released from his current post. Please Pray for Dowell and his family 
in this time of transition and change in his mission and their home. 

-------------- 
Pause for thought. 

To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has 
forgiven the inexcusable in you. (C S Lewis) 

 

This week - A Prayer for Welcome 
Lord, our God, source of all life, you reveal yourself in the depths 
of our being 
drawing us to share in your life and love.  
Bless each of us as we respond to your Spirit’s invitation to open 
wide the doors to Christ. 
Make the doors of our hearts, our homes and communities wide 
enough to receive all who need human love and fellowship, 
narrow enough to shut out all envy, prejudice and pride. 
Let us hasten to welcome the stranger, and so welcome your 
Son. 
We make this prayer in his name, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Those who have died:  
  
All those who have died in service to 
others in the NHS and caring 
professions and those who have died as 
a result of this pandemic. Let us 
remember all those whose anniversary 
of their death falls at this time.  
  

ONLINE SERVICES  
9.30 pm from All Saints Church 
Dulverton or on catch up on YouTube 
Sunday service weekly at: 
All Saints: 9.30 am 
St Nicholas Brushford: 11.00 am 
St Mary’s Brompton Regis: 11.00am 
Skilgate: Sunday service times vary 
Upton: open for private prayer 
Withiel Florey 3rd Sunday of the 
month 

 
PLANT SALE + COFFEE 
SATURDAY 3RD JULY,  

10.00 - 12 NOON 
11 NICHOLAS CLOSE, BRUSHFORD, 

TA22 9AS 
PARKING AT THE PARISH HALL 

IN 
AID OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH 

 

Please note 
11.00 start at 
All Saints, on 
Sunday 4th 
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Collect for 5th Sunday After Trinity 
Hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in 
holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Post Communion Prayer  
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your governance, 
that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Psalm 48 : Great is the Lord and highly to be praised, ♦"# in the city of our God. 
 

FIRST READING :  Ezekiel 2:1-5 
2He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered 
into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people 
of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to 
this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord God.’ 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there 
has been a prophet among them. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 - Alternative reading (not used this Sunday) 
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven-whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a person-whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know; God knows 4was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted 
to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But 
if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think 
better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. 
Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given to me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he 
said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all the more gladly 
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 6:1-13 
He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach in 
the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’ And they took 
offence at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and among 
their own kin, and in their own house.’ 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a 
few sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the villages teaching. 
7He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He 
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear 
sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the 
place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 
feet as a testimony against them.’ 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many 
demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

 not used in the Morning Service,)   
5Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, ‘Look, we are your bone and flesh. 2For some time, 
while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in. The Lord said to you: It is you who shall 
be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.’ 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king at 
Hebron; and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over 
Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for forty years. 5At Hebron he reigned over 
Judah for seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years. 
9David occupied the stronghold and named it the city of David. David built the city all around from the Millo inwards. 
10And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him. 
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Mon July 5th  
Tues 6th                   Thomas More, Scholar, and John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, Reformation Martyrs, 1535 
Wed  7th             Florence of Worcester Monk and helped to write the 'Chronicon ex chronicis' dies 7 July 1140     
Wed 8th          
Friday 9th               
Saturday 10th      
 

                                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer why not say this together at meal time? 
A Prayer for Family Mealtime 
Lord, the scale of global poverty is beyond our understanding. Give bread to those who are  hungry and a hunger for 
justice for those of who have bread. Grant us the faith and persistence to sow seeds of righteousness that might take 
years or even generations to bear fruit. 
Amen 

 
 

 

 

       URL to this Week’s Service on Youtube      

UBS Morning Eucharist Service 9.30 posted on line by 15.00 

Last weeks Service can be watched on youtube  at   https://youtu.be/NpmmQpz3sSI 

  All Saints now has new technology installed that will allow us to stream services to 
YouTube. You can now go on to YouTube and watch the morinings service in full. 

Missing Out on something Good? 
Launched at the beginning of May 2020 the Daily HOPE phone line has reached over 2.5 million 
minutes of listening to prayers, hymns and reflections. Our hope and aim was to offer something 
for the elder generation who don’t access things online. The freephone line seems to have been a 
wonderful help and encouragement to tens of thousands. In providing another means of sharing 
faith. The details of Daily HOPE (0800 804 8044). 

Juliet Gosling - Brown 
Juliet Gosling- Brown is attending her first Service at St. Andrews, Wiveliscombe this Sunday. The service starts at 
10.45 and if you would like to attend, I am sure she would welcome a friendly face. 
Juliet is on placement at Wiveliscombe benefice for some time. I am sure she is looking forward to sharing her 
talents with them. 
 
Please keep Juliet in your prayers this Sunday and this week as she starts her placement in earnest. 
Juliet, we pray that God walks with you during this placement. 
We pray he inspires your worship and helps you make the most of your talents. 
We pray your work in this benefice will bear fruit and you will develop your skills and talents as a Deacon. 
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part of) 

… Jairus’ fear for the life of his daughter is realized as men arrived from his home to report that during this delay, his 
daughter died (Mark 5:35). In the minds of these men, death marked the end of Jesus’ ability to help, but Jesus’ plans 
and purposes are different from ours and Jesus reiterated His call to Jairus to continue in his belief, acknowledging 
Jairus’ reality with “Do not fear, only believe” (Mark 5:36). Extricating Himself from the throng, Jesus proceeded with 
His inner three disciples (Peter, James, and John) to Jairus’ home. Upon their arrival, Jesus challenged the reality of 
the crowd of mourners already gathered, stating that their pronouncement of the girl’s death was incorrect (Luke 
8:52). Again, using touch and calling her in Aramaic, Jesus commanded the little girl to get up (Mark 5:41). From 
death to life, the 12-year-old girl got up and walked around. Both the parents and the disciples were astonished, “out 
of their minds with great amazement” (Bible Knowledge Commentary). 

 
New Programme of Services at All Saints Church: 
1st Sunday of the month UBS* service at one of the 

Benefice Churches. 
2nd Sunday OTM**  9.30 Eucharist Service 
3rd Sunday OTM  18.00 evensong, lay led short service 
4th Sunday OTM  9.30 Eucharist Service sometimes family 

service 
5th Sunday OTM 9.30 Matins/ Service for Church Family-

lay led. 
 

All Saints Church Opening times: 
Sunday for Service 
Monday Closed 
Tuesday Closed 
Wednesday open for private prayer and visits 
Thursday Closed 
Friday open for private prayer and visits 
Saturday Closed for Cleaning 
•*United Benefice Service 
•**Of The Month 

 

Please, Please, Do not attend Church if you have any doubts about your situation. If you are elderly, 
vulnerable, have underlying health problems, have to travel out of your village, have been in contact with others 
that have COVID, or you are not feeling well. STAY HOME, STAY SAFE, SAVE THE NHS. 
 

God will understand. God cares about You.                                                                                                    
                                                                                                  

If you DO attend: Church - please wear your mask before entering Church, Please cleanse your hands 
with sanitiser on entry to church and on Exit. Please keep 2 metres apart throughout your time in church. Please 
do not socialise in groups. Please take anything you bring to church away with you. Please take any PN or papers 
you use in Church away with you. Do not leave anything behind. 
You will not need a hymn book. 
 

God has given us a brain to use, to keep ourselves safe and others safe, let us use it to the full. 
   

 
Did you know "apple" and "evil" are the same word 
in Latin?   Traditionally artists choose specific items, 
such as fruit, for a specific purpose. In the Christian 
artistic tradition, nothing is without meaning. 
Interestingly, the Latin word for apple (malum) is the 
same as the word for evil (malum). For this reason, 
the Tree of Knowledge in the Garden of Eden is 
traditionally depicted as an apple tree. When held by 
a biblical figure, the apple has different meanings. For 
example, when Adam and Even hold the apple it 
symbolizes sin, but when Jesus and Mary hold the 
apple, it points to the fruit of salvation. 

“Treat the Earth well. 
It was not given to you by your parents, 
It was loaned to you by your children. 

We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors, 
we borrow it from our children.” 

 
— Ancient Indian Proverb. (North American Native People) 
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 A prayer to increase faith: 
“The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’” (Luke 17:5) 
 

Father, even the disciples that walked with Jesus needed to strengthen their faith. Jesus told them if their faith was 
only the size of a mustard seed, they could uproot trees and crumble mountains. Lord, I need more faith like the 
disciples. Increase my faith and make me a mover of mountains. Grow my belief in You alone so that I would be 
strong in the Lord and ready to battle against the doubts planted by the enemy. Lord, increase my faith! 

The Food Bank is an outpost of the West Somerset Food Cupboard. Donations of food 
can continue to be left at the following donation sites please:  

  
*The two Receptions at the Primary School  *The Co-op  *All Saints Church.     
 *Outside ‘Sixpenny Buckle’ Jury Road          *Outside Bilboa House, High Street  
 

The Food Bank continues to provide boxes of food to those in need in the community and 
we would be most grateful to receive any of the items listed below.  
 

Custard & Rice Pudding          Tins of Cold meat (ham, spam)             Teabags   
         Savoury Crackers                     Sugar       Jam     Tinned Fruit   

                                  
Thank you to all of you who have donated both food items and money this year so far – both have been much needed and 
will continue to be so for some time yet. Jenny Barker (Food Bank Co-ordinator)  
 

 
 

 

Prayers for Inclusion and Acceptance Praying with the “World Church” 18 April 2021-24 July 
Looking at a world perspective sometimes helps to get our own situation in perspective.      

 

Sunday 4th July Fifth Sunday after Trinity: Heavenly Father, Give us the strength to heal qualities. 
May we work together so that all can be healthy, In body and soul. 
 

Monday 5th July (Foundation of National Health Service): Let us give thanks for universal healthcare. May we 
recognise the work of those who established the National Health Service, and the contributions of those who 
administer healthcare in the UK today. We pray for nurses, doctors and everyone else who has been working for 
the NHS during the Covid-19 pandemic 
 

Tuesday 6th July : Lord, we pray for countries where healthcare is  expensive and inaccessible. We pray for a 
world in which everyone can access healthcare free at the point of use.  
 

Wednesday 7th July: Let us pray for the work of mission hospitals in Malawi. We pray for the medical teams 
working at St Luke’s Hospital in the Diocese of Upper Shire, St Anne’s Hospital in the Diocese of Lake Malawi 
and St Peter’s Hospital in the Diocese of North Malaw. 
 

Thursday 8th July : We pray for an end to conflict. May we act as peacemakers in our daily lives and campaign for 
an end to war and violence. 
 

Friday 9th July : Lord, we pray for the wisdom and strength to be good  disciples. May we spread the Gospel with 
conviction and confidence. 
 

Saturday 3 July (Saint Thomas) :  Let us pray for honest and open communication within the Church. May we 
disagree well and walk in solidarity together for the common good. 
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Reflection on Mark 6:1-13 
 
When Jesus visits His hometown, what do the Nazarenes acknowledge about His ministry? (He taught with much 
wisdom and even performed miracles.) 
 
What fair and good question did they ask themselves? ("Where did He get these things?") 
 
How do they answer their own question? (Instead of seeing the Divine at work, they point to the humble roots of 
Christ's family and profession. They say, in effect: "Who does He think He is? He's just a country boy – a blue collar 
worker like us." Familiarity breeds contempt. The Expositor's Bible Commentary states: "The second question, 'Isn't 
this Mary's son?' seems also to be derogatory since it was not customary among Jews to describe a man as the son 
of his mother even when the father was not alive. Behind this question may be the rumor, circulated during Jesus' 
lifetime, that He was illegitimate." [Wessel 665]) 
 
What affect did the Nazarenes' unbelief have on Jesus? ("He was amazed at their lack of faith", and His ministry of 
healing was limited. Jesus didn't throw miracles at people against their will.) 
 
Does unbelief ever hinder God's work in your own life? 
 
Let's read verses 7-13. 
 
Why do you think Jesus sends them out in pairs? (This is consistent with the biblical value of ministry in community. 
Not only can they lean on each other for support and encouragement; their very relationship is a witness to the 
world. Also, having "two witnesses" was important to Jews for establishing truthfulness.) 
 
What provisions did Jesus instruct them to make for their journey? (Very little: they were to bring nothing but a staff 
and were to receive hospitality from strangers.) 
 
Why did Jesus instruct them to take so little? (To encourage dependence and trust in God.) 
 
Why were they to shake the dust of an unwelcoming town from their feet? ("As a testimony against them". It was to 
be a warning of judgment to those who reject the gospel, as was the Jewish custom of cleaning the heathen dirt from 
their feet when returning home from foreign lands.) 
 
How did their ministry go? (Modeled after Christ's ministry, they preached repentance, exorcised demons and 
healed the sick. Christ's power goes with those He sends out.) 
 
How can we apply the disciples' mission to our own on Community? 
 
https://intervarsity.org/bible-studies/mark-6a 
    
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Little Gems  

God is never late, we're just impatient. - LeCrae 
 

Your job isn't to judge. - Your job isn't to figure out if someone deserves something or decide 
who is right or wrong. - Your job is to lift the fallen, restore the broken, and heal the hurting. 
Joel Osteen 
 

If we do not fill our mind with prayer, it will fill itself with anxieties, worries,  
temptations, resentments, and unwelcome memories. 
Scott Hahn 
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A PRAYER OF HOPE FOR OUR WORLD 
We draw near to the God of peace with thanks for our reconciliation, through the work of the cross. 
We offer ourselves as peacemakers in a world that cries out for peace. 
Open our eyes, God, to your world full of your beauty, love, grace. Remind us of your Son, our Saviour, who 
brings forgiveness, reconciliation and hope to broken, hurting people. 
And may your Holy Spirit equip us with wisdom, truth and the desire  
to bring about your Kingdom in our hearts, homes, communities and 
 world. In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen. 
 
– Adapted from a prayer by Rita Pengelly, Diocese of Canterbury 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HELP NEEDED 

We are in need of some local people to plant tend 
and keep the All Saints Memorial Garden. It has not 

officially been opened yet due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. When it is ready for opening, we will 
need a rota of volunteers to tend the garden and 

keep it looking good. 
If you feel you would be able to volunteer, please 
contact Steve Ford (Church Warden) telephone 

01398 323016 
or the Parish Office 01398 323028 

 

Dear God,  
We praise Your name that we have been so blessed to invite Dowell to start his new job, here in our benefice. 
Thank You that You have heard our prayers.  
 

We are excited about the prospect of working with our newly appointed Rector and we ask that you would  
prepare us in every way for the joys and challenges that lie ahead. 
 

Lord, we know that we are called to do everything in life as, “unto the Lord” and although in the past we have 
not always done so, I pray that as we take up this new partnership, You would help us to live and work in a 
way that truly honours You. 
 

Lord, we welcome Dowell and his family into our benefice we look forward to working alongside them, as 
good Christians, good neighbours and strong and supportive friends. We pray that You would use us to be salt 
and light in this his new home.  
 

Lord, we know that in everything, we should praise and thank You, and so, we praise and thank You Lord, for 
the provision of this our new Rector and his family. 
 

In Jesus' name we pray,     Amen. 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
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Outdoor Altar/ Worship Station 
 This is a community Altar, please make it yours for your worship, thoughts and prayers. 
 
Please Remember that both the Worship Station and The Memorial Garden can be used for quiet prayer and reflection at 
any time. We simply ask that you observe the COVID restrictions and treat them with respect. Remember too, if you are 
uncomfortable in Church on Sundays, you can go to these places and offer up a prayer or thought to God, perhaps for those 
we cannot see at present, for those in need of comfort, to give thanks for safe deliverance, to pray for help and support. To 
give thanks to all who help us, in the medical professions. Available day and night, you are never alone. 
 

When using these places of worship please use COVID safe practices, touch as little as you can. 
 
Use the altar and memorial garden on your own. 
 
Keep 2 metres away from anyone else. 
 
Wear a mask and gloves or sanitise or wash your hands before and after. 
 

Please treat the sites with respect and reverence and if you spot vandalism or problems, please report it to 
Parish Office on 01398 323028. 
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Story	Behind	song:	“	As	I	Went	Down	in	the	
River	to	Pray.”	

While	it	is	hard	to	pinpoint	the	exact	origins	of	the	
song,	“Down	to	the	River	to	Pray”	has	been	
referred	to	as	a	hymn,	a	spiritual	and	an	
Appalachian	song.	Some	believe	it	was	a	Native	
American	Tribal	song	that	was	adapted	to	include	
Christian	lyrics.	It	is	attributed	to	George	H.	Allan	
in	the	Slave	Songbook	of	1867,	and	Alison	Krauss	
popularized	it	in	the	2000	film,	O	Brother,	Where	
Art	Thou?	The	song	also	is	known	by	alternate	
titles	such	as	“Down	in	the	Valley	to	Pray,”	“Come,	
Let	Us	All	Go	Down”	and	“The	Good	Old	Way.”	
Whatever	the	title	might	truly	be,	the	deeply	
spiritual	song	is	about	keeping	the	faith	in	a	time	
of	darkness.	
	
The	Mormon	Tabernacle	Choir	recorded	a	
rendition	of	the	song,	which	appears	on	the	2009	
album,	Come,	Thou	Fount	of	Every	Blessing:	
American	Folk	Hymns	and	Spirituals.	The	song	
also	appears	on	another	album	by	the	Choir,	titled	
“100	Years:	Celebrating	a	Century	of	Recording	
Excellence.”	
	
down	to	the	river,	Alison	Krauss	
Alison	Krauss/Photo	credit:	
kebekmac.blogspot.com	
Alison	Krauss’	performance	was	perfect	for	the	
song.	Her	voice	is	just	so	soothing,	and	she	has	the	
angelic	voice	perfect	for	the	track.	When	you	hear	
the	song,	it	feels	like	you	are	undergoing	the	
baptism	yourself.	Her	version	got	more	buzz	when	
it	was	featured	in	an	episode	of	the	popular	TV	
show,	Handmaid’s	Tale.	
	
Her	performance	felt	more	spiritual	with	the	
accompanying	choir.	It’s	such	a	good	rendition	of	
“Down	to	the	River	to	Pray,”	and	I	encourage	you	
to	listen	to	it.	
The	version	with	the	PN	is	by	Katherine	Jenkins

	

As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
 
O sisters, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O sisters, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
 
O brothers, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
Come on, brothers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
 
O fathers, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O fathers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
 
O mothers, let's go down 
Come on down, don't you wanna go down? 
Come on, mothers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
 
O sinners, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O sinners, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
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PROPHETS OF A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN 
 
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
No confession brings perfection. 
No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission. 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
This is what we are about. 
We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to 
enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 
– John Deardren in memory of Óscar Romero 
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Lonely, worried or just need to talk? Contact 01398323028 (Parish office) or 01398 323016 (Steve Ford) Church Warden) 
or 01398 324211 (Rev Martin Collett Curate) or Denise (trained counsellor on 01398 323703 or leave a message someone 

will be in touch. 

 
From the Bookshelf 

 
The Arts and The Christian Imagination 
The Arts and the Christian Imagination: Essays on art, literature and aesthetics 
Clyde S. Kilby 
Loren Wilkinson and Keith Call, editors 
Paraclete Press £23.99 
(978-1-61261-861-6) 
 
 

Visual Arts in the Worshipping Church, by Lisa J. DeBoer 
Nicholas Cranfield on recent art in churches in the United States 
 
PROFESSOR Lisa DeBoer’s useful study seeks to establish how congregations of a range of 
theological and ecclesiological opinion can better be engaged with their buildings. A 
professor of the history of art at Westmont College, Santa Barbara, she addresses herself 
to the visual arts, but much that she says about aesthetics, taste, and “fittingness”, for 
instance, could be applied equally to music in church. 
 
Her perceptions focus on the American experiment and derive in part from a sabbatical 
spent in West Michigan. After a chapter on the history of icons since the pre-Byzantine 
era, her considerations do not stray to Gothic Europe or to post-Conquest Spain; so, she 

need not worry overly about, for example, the constraints that medieval churches can make for otherwise valid 
bids for artistic modernity. 
 

 
The Stripping of the Altars Traditional Religion in England,1400-1580 
Author(s) Eamon Duffy - Published 11/03/2005 
Publisher writes 
This profoundly influential book re-examines events leading up to the Reformation in 
England and illuminates our understanding of the period. A prize-winning account, it 
recreates lay people's experience of the religion of the pre-Reformation church showing 
that late-medieval Catholicism was neither decadent nor decayed, but was a strong and 
vigorous tradition, and that the Reformation represented a violent rupture from a 
popular and theologically respectable religious system. 
For this edition, Duffy has written a substantial new introduction, including a discussion 
of the Lollards and reflecting on recent developments in Reformation studies. 
 
Author Information 
Eamon Duffy is Professor of the History of Christianity at the University of Cambridge and President of 
Magdalene College. He is the author of Saints and Sinners: A History of the Popes and The Voices of Morebath: 
Reformation and Rebellion in an English Village, both available in paperback from Yale University Press. 
 
 


