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Dear Friends

Letter	 from	 the	
Assistant	Curate
A	word	from	the	
Curate.

Early	 in	 April,	 on	 Easter	Day,	we	will	 be	
celebrating	 the	 resurrection	 of	 Jesus	
Christ.	 The	mystery	 of	 the	 empty	 tomb	
has	 given	 rise	 to	 a	 number	 of	 theories	
trying	 to	 rationalise	 why	 it	 was	 empty,	
and	 what	 happened	 to	 the	 body.	 One	
theory	 says	 that	 the	 disciples	 stole	 the	
body	 and	 buried	 it	 somewhere	 else;	
another	 says	 that	 Jesus	 wasn’t	 actually	
dead	but	unconscious,	and	that	he	 later	
regained	consciousness	 in	the	tomb	and	
somehow	 escaped.	 If	 either	 of	 these	
ideas	are	true,	it	is	as	St	Paul	states:	‘…if 
our hope in Christ is only for this life, we 
are more to be pitied than anyone in the 
world.’  
So,	did	he	rise	from	the	dead?
I	am	going	to	take	a	slightly	different	look	
at	 the	 resurrection	 story,	 by	 telling	 you	
about	a	man	call	Simon bar Giora.	He	was	
the	 chief	 leader	 of	 the	 Jewish	 rebellion	
that	culminated	in	the	destruction	of	the	
Temple	 in	 70	 AD.	 He	 was	 regarded	 by	
Jews	 at	 the	time	as	 a	possible	Messiah,	
and	seemed	to	be	everything	they	were	
looking	for	in	this	role:	a	talented	military	
leader	who	had	won	some	minor	battles	
with	 Roman	 soldiers,	 and	who	 had	 also	
thrown	 the	 Romans	 out	 of	 Jerusalem.	
So,	he	gathered	a	 large	 following	as	 the	
rebellion	 grew	 in	 strength.	 However,	
Rome	was	mustering	her	forces:	General	
Titus	marched	at	 the	head	of	a	 sizeable	
army	 en	 route	 for	 Israel.	 It	 was	 only	 a	
matter	of	time	before	the	rebellion	would	
be	 brutally	 put	 down.	 Simon	 bar	 Giora	
had	 the	misfortune	of	 being	 taken	 alive	
and	transported	to	Rome,	where	he	held	
a	 prominent	 position	 in	 the	 triumphal	
procession	through	Rome.		As	part	of	the	

climax	of	the	procession,	he	was	flogged	
and	then	executed:	all	done	very	publicly,	
so	that	the	world	would	see	clearly	what	
happens	 to	 anyone	 raising	 a	 fist	 against	
Rome.	 Thus,	 the	 Jews	 found	 themselves	
with	 one	 more	 dead	 Messiah.	 Another	
followed,	 in	 135	AD:	 Simon bar Kochba,	
who	suffered	a	similar	fate.
Imagine	 the	 scene	back	 in	 Judah.	A	 few	
of	 Simon	 bar	 Giora	 followers	 escaped	
with	their	 lives	and	are	hiding	 in	a	cave.	
As	 they	 sit	 there,	wondering	why	 it	 had	
all	 gone	 so	 wrong	 and	 where	 was	 God	
in	 all	 this	 mess;	 why	 hadn’t	 he	 come	
to	 Israel’s	 aid	 as	 he	 had	done	before	 so	
many	times,	as	the	scriptures	testify?	So,	
there	they	sit	beaten,	broken,	wondering	
how	 they	 can	get	back	 to	 their	 families,	
and	somehow	avoid	identification	by	the	
Roman	authorities	as	rebels.	Then	one	of	
them	says,	‘I really believe that Simon was 
the Messiah!’		
The	others	would	have	 looked	at	him	 in	
absolute	 astonishment.	 ‘Are you mad? 
He’s dead, he’s gone - it’s all over. Get a 
grip! We’ll be lucky to get out of this alive.’  
However,	 he	 carries	 on,	 saying:	 ‘Yes, 
Simon was the Messiah! We should 
launch a movement which proclaims him 
as such; that God’s anointed has been in 
our midst. I’ve had a vision of Simon being 
with me and I have had a wonderful, 
heart-warming experience as I thought 
about his death.’
The	 others	 look	 at	 him	 and	 fall	 silent,	
shaking	 their	 heads	 sorrowfully,	
concerned	 that	 their	 friend	 in	 all	 the	
trauma	 of	 recent	 events	 has	 clearly	 lost	
his	mind.
We	now	turn	to	Jesus’s	disciples	cowering	
in	 the	upper	 room,	 in	not	 too	dissimilar	
a	predicament.	The	disciples	are	broken-
hearted:	 all	 their	 hopes	 and	 dreams	
shattered,	 further	 aggravated	 by	 some	
of	the	women	inventing	tales	about	their	
Master	being	alive.		‘What total rubbish! 
It’s over, he’s dead, he’s gone. God help 
us!’  
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Letter from the Right 
Reverend 

Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton

Hope for a better future
This	 month	 of	 April	 begins	 on	 Maundy	
Thursday,	 the	 day	 when	 we	 remember	
the	 last	 meal	 Jesus	 shared	 together	
with	 his	 friends	 before	 he	was	 arrested	
and	 crucified.	 It	 was	 the	meal	 that	 has	
become	 so	 significant	 in	 the	 life	 of	 the	
Church,	 where	 bread	 was	 broken	 and	
a	 cup	 of	wine	 passed	 round,	 coming	 to	
symbolise	 for	 us	 the	 brokenness	 of	 the	
body	of	Christ.	The	sacrifice	he	made	for	
love	of	us.
Many	 of	 us	 will	 hopefully	 celebrate	
something	 of	 the	 Easter	 feast	 this	
weekend	 although	 restrictions	 continue	
for	 a	 while	 longer.	 We	 may	 not	 yet	 be	
able	to	gather	 in	 larger	groups	of	 family	
and	friends	but	perhaps	we	can	glimpse	
what	is	to	come?	
This	 has	 always	 been	 the	 story	 of	 the	
Church,	 to	 point	 to	 what	 ‘is’	 but	 which	
may	not	yet	be	fully	realised.	During	this	
pandemic	there	has	been	a	need	for	hope	
amongst	such	bleakness	and	now	as	the	
vaccine	 is	 shared	 and	 the	 signs	 of	 life	
appear	in	the	world	around	us,	we	begin	
to	see	what	might	again	be	possible.	To	
hope	for	a	better	future.

And	 yet	 in	 the	 bleakness	 of	 this	 first	
weekend	of	April,	which	takes	us	into	the	
darkness	of	 the	 tomb	on	Holy	 Saturday,	
we	 remember	 that	 hope	 is	 not	 cheaply	
bought.	 It	 is	 not	 mere	 optimism,	 but	
rather	 something,	 though	 fragile,	 that	 is	
stronger	than	death.	
As	some	of	us	break	our	 fast	 this	Easter	
and	 share	 the	 bread	 and	 wine	 of	 the	
Eucharistic	feast,	may	we	know	both	the	
cost	 of	 such	 love	 and	 the	 hope	 that	 it	
offers.
Easter	blessings!
+Ruth

So,	 why	 was	 this	 story	 different?	 After	
all,	 here	 were	 two	 groups	 suffering	 the	
same	 trauma	 over	 a	 dead	 leader.	 Well,	
for	a	start,	Simon	bar	Giora	was	just	part	
of	the	tragic	history	of	the	Jewish	people	
in	 the	 Roman	 Empire;	 while	 Jesus bar 
Joseph	became	the	head	of	a	movement	
that	 changed	 the	 world,	 and	 which,	
some	2000	 years	 later,	 has	 hundreds	 of	

thousands	of	followers.	Yet	what	was	the	
crucial	difference?	I	believe	the	only	one	
that	really	matters	is	that	while	Simon	bar	
Giora	is	dead	and	buried,	and	remains	so;	
Jesus	bar	Joseph	-	by	the	power	of	God	-	
rose	from	the	dead	on	the	third	day,	and	
is	alive	today.	

Christ is risen, Alleluia, he is risen indeed!
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A message from 
Bishop Nigel

Bishop Peter 
announces 
retirement

The	Bishop	of	Bath	and	Wells,	the	Rt	
Revd	Peter	Hancock,	 is	 to	 take	 early	
retirement	on	medical	grounds	as	he	
continues	his	recovery	from	treatment	
for	acute	myeloid	leukaemia.

Bishop	 Peter,	 65,	 has	 been	 bishop	
of	 the	diocese	 for	 seven	years,	 from	
2014.	For	four	of	those	years,	he	was	
the	 Church	 of	 England’s	 lead	 bishop	
for	 safeguarding	 and	 represented	
the	 Church	 of	 England	 at	 the	 three	
hearings	 of	 the	 Independent	 Inquiry	 into	 Child	 Sexual	 Abuse.	 The	 Archbishop	 of	
Canterbury	Justin	Welby	paid	tribute	today	to	Bishop	Peter,	saying	“his	commitment	
to	changing	the	culture	and	shining	a	light	in	dark	places	was	an	inspiration	to	us	all”.

Bishop	Peter	has	been	receiving	treatment	for	leukaemia	since	last	August.	In	a	letter	
to	the	diocese	today	he	wrote	that	while	he	had	been	hoping	to	return	to	work	before	
long,	his	hospital	consultant	has	said	he	will	need	to	spend	many	months	recovering	
and	will	 initially	be	unable	to	 lead	services	 in	public,	use	public	transport	or	go	 into	
indoor	public	spaces.

He	said:	“So	after	much	prayer	and	reflection,	I	believe	this	means	that	I	need	to	take	
early	retirement	on	medical	grounds.

“After	 seven	 years	 as	Bishop	of	Bath	 and	Wells	 I	 could	not	be	more	 grateful	 for	 all	
the	opportunities	 that	 I	 have	had	 to	 serve	 the	Diocese	 and	during	 this	 time	 I	 have	
met	so	many	inspiring,	faithful,	creative,	and	courageous	people	and	visited	so	many	
wonderful	places.		I	don’t	yet	know	what	lies	ahead,	but	I	am	sure	the	Lord	will	continue	
to	lead	and	guide	me	and	provide	opportunities	for	ministry	and	service	in	the	future.	
I	remain	hopeful	and	confident	in	his	future	for	me.”

He	said	he	was	aware	what	a	challenging	time	 it	was	 for	 the	Church	of	England,	as	
churches	had	closed	due	to	the	coronavirus	pandemic.

“I	 am	 very	 aware	 of	 the	 challenges	 we	 are	 all	 facing	 and	 the	 extra	 burdens	 and	
responsibilities	that	we	are	all	carrying.	I	am	therefore	particularly	grateful	for	all	that	
you	are	doing	to	sustain	and	support	the	life	of	the	diocese	and	especially	for	all	that	
Bishop	Ruth	has	been	doing	as	Acting	Diocesan	Bishop.	The	diocese	is	clearly	in	good	
hands	and	good	heart,	and	my	prayers	and	thanks	are	very	much	with	you	all.

“In	the	midst	of	all	that	is	happening	in	the	world	today	let	us	not	lose	sight	of	God’s	
gracious,	loving	care	for	us	all.”

Archbishop	Justin	said:	“I	would	like	to	thank	Peter	for	more	than	40	years	of	dedicated	
ministry	 in	 the	 Church.	 Anyone	who	 has	worked	with	 him	 or	 spent	 time	with	 him	
will	know	the	deep	authenticity	of	his	personal	faith	and	pastoral	concern.	I	have	got	
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to	know	Peter	well	during	his	nearly	 four	years	as	 lead	 safeguarding	bishop,	where	
his	 commitment	 to	 changing	 the	 culture	 and	 shining	 a	 light	 in	 dark	 places	was	 an	
inspiration	to	us	all.

“He	led	the	Church’s	response	to	IICSA,	sitting	through	all	three	hearings.	I	know	the	
enormous	toll	this	took	on	him,	but	he	always	had	the	welfare	of	survivors	at	heart.	I	
know	the	past	year	has	been	very	difficult	with	his	diagnosis	and	treatment	for	cancer.	
As	with	many	others,	 I	will	 continue	 to	pray	 for	Peter	 and	 Jane	as	 they	embark	on	
retirement,	that	they	will	feel	God’s	great	strength	and	love.”

A	farewell	service	for	Bishop	Peter	is	being	planned	for	Pentecost,	Saturday	22	May.	
Due	to	the	restrictions	likely	to	be	still	in	place,	details	for	this	service	are	still	be	worked	
out	and	will	be	circulated	in	due	course.

The	Bishop	of	Taunton,	Rt	Revd	Ruth	Worsley	will	continue	to	lead	the	diocese	while	
discernment	for	a	new	Bishop	of	Bath	and	Wells	begins.	She	said:	“Bishop	Peter	has	
been	a	wonderful,	warm	and	wise	friend	and	colleague	in	the	past	five	and	a	half	years	
of	ministry	we	have	shared	together	in	Bath	and	Wells.	I	shall	miss	him	terribly.	Clearly	
it	is	with	sadness	that	we	hear	the	news	that	he	will	not	be	returning	to	minister	as	
Bishop	amongst	us.	However,	his	recovery	and	health	are	of	greater	importance	at	this	
time	and	our	prayers	continue	for	Peter,	Jane	and	the	whole	family.	May	they	know	
God’s	hope,	grace	and	joy	as	they	step	into	the	future.”

An	 online	message	 board	 for	 anyone	who	wishes	 to	 say	 farewell	message	 now	 for	
Bishop	 Peter	 and	 Jane	 is	 now	 available	 here:	 https://padlet.com/bathwellscomms/
ux82f54wqaog5rnj

Short biography of Rt Revd Peter Hancock

Bishop	Peter	was	born	on	the	Isle	of	Wight	and	later	moved	with	his	family	to	Fareham,	
Hampshire.	After	studying	at	Cambridge,	he	trained	for	the	ordained	ministry	in	the	
Church	of	England	at	Oak	Hill	Theological	College.	He	was	ordained	in	1980	and	served	
his	 curacies	 at	 Christchurch,	 Portsdown	 and	 at	 Emmanuel	 Church,	 Radipole	 in	 the	
Diocese	of	Salisbury.	He	was	vicar	of	St	Wilfrid’s	Cowplain,	 then	Archdeacon	of	The	
Meon	until	he	was	consecrated	as	Bishop	of	Basingstoke	in	2010.	He	was	installed	as	
Bishop	of	Bath	and	Wells	in	Wells	Cathedral	on	7	June	2014.

Bishop	Peter	took	over	as	lead	Bishop	for	safeguarding	in	the	Church	of	England	in	2016	
and	served	throughout	the	Independent	Inquiry	into	Child	Sexual	Abuse’s	investigation	
of	the	Church	of	England.

Bishop	Peter	is	married	to	Jane	and	they	have	four	adult	children	and	five	grandchildren.

Interested in having a say in how your Parish 
Magazine is run? 

Dulverton	&	Brushford	Parish	Magazine	is	currently	looking	for	volunteer	
committee	members	to	join	our	Editorial	Committee,	presently	facilitated	

online	via	zoom.

The	Dulverton	Parish	Office.	1	Church	Walk,	Dulverton,	TA22	9ER 
Tel:	01398	323028				E:	allsaintsdulverton@gmail.com
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Prayer following the announcement of Bishop Peter’s retirement
Gracious and loving God

We give thanks for the ministry of Bishop Peter in this our Diocese of Bath

and Wells: for his wise leadership, for his gentle pastoral care for all those

entrusted to his charge, for his integrity and his faithfulness, and for all that he has given 
to so many over the past seven years. You have brought him through these challenging 

months of sickness and treatment, and we give thanks for strength recovered and for hope

renewed. As we learn with deep sadness that he must lay aside his duties as our

Bishop, we pray for your blessing on him and Jane as they look to the future:

enfold them in your love, fill them with your peace, and give them the

strength they need to move through this time of transition and letting go.

Give them the assurance that you will always hold them fast, that this time

of loss may, through your grace, become a discovery of knowing you more

deeply, serving you in new ways, and delighting in the life of their family.

And we pray for our Diocese at this time, especially for Bishop Ruth, that

you will give us patience and discernment as we seek the way forward,

vision for the future, unity to support one another in uncertain times, and

trust in your loving purposes for us all. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, DULVERTON

NOTICE OF ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

The	Vestry	Meeting	and	APCM	will	be	held	on	Monday,	April	26th	2021	at	
3.30pm.

Venue:	The	Church	(if	allowed)	or	by	Zoom	(an	invitation	will	be	sent	on	
application)

For	further	information,	please	contact
Steve	Ford	(Church	Warden)	on	01398	323016	or

Debbie	Gale	(Administrator)	–	Parish	Office	01398	323028.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
Deaths -

Alan Tarr    Mabel Radley      Diana Vowels

CONTEMPLATIVE	PRAYER
Sadly	Contemplative	Prayer	meetings	at	5	Musgraves	are	postponed	until	

further	notice.

ALL	SAINTS	CHURCH	100	CLUB
The	lucky	winner	for	March	2021

No.	32		Mrs	Carly	Banham
Membership	subscriptions	are	due	on	the	1st	April.	If	you	pay	by	Standing	Order	there	is	
no	need	to	take	any	action.	If	you	usually	pay	by	cheque	you	will	have	received	a	letter	
inviting	you	to	renew	your	membership	of	the	100	Club.	Please note that if no response 
is received by 1st April, your number will be withdrawn from the prize draw.

Becoming	a	member	of	the	100	Club	costs	 just	£30	each	year	and	 is	a	great	way	to	
support	 your	 church	while	 offering	 you	 an	 opportunity	 to	win	 the	 prize	 draw	 held	
on	the	first	Sunday	of	every	month.	The	holder	of	the	winning	number	will	be	sent	a	
cheque	soon	after	the	draw	has	taken	place.

New	members	are	always	welcome:	application	forms	available	from	Sandra.	For	
more	information	ring:	01398	324211	or	email:	sandracollett@btinternet.com

We	are	still	here	to	help	you
We	 are	 so	 grateful	 to	 all	 the	 Good	 Neighbours	 volunteers	 who	
regularly	do	so	much	to	help	local	housebound	residents	to	cope	with	
the	restrictions	that	the	virus	has	put	on	us	all.	They	offer	help	with	
shopping,	collecting	prescriptions,	gardening,	and	so	much	more.	

If	you	would	be	interested	in	booking	a	meal,	delivered	to	your	door	at	lunchtime	by	
one	of	our	Meals	on	Wheels	volunteers,	please	contact	Sandy	Takel	at	Hanover	Court	
for	a	menu	and	booking	details:	Sandy	Takel	07875	820911.	

If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 joining	 our	 group	 of	 amazing	 volunteers	 please	 email:	
sandracollett@btinternet.com	or	ring	the	Good	Neighbours	helpline	on	07395	171409.	
We would especially welcome some relief/emergency drivers for the Meals on Wheels 
deliveries.	It	need	only	be	for	one	delivery	a	month	if	that	is	all	you	feel	able	to	offer,	
but	any	help	in	this	area	would	be	greatly	appreciated.

The	Food	Bank	has	now	been	successfully	operating	for	about	a	year	now	under	the	
Dulverton	Good	Neighbours	umbrella,	thanks	to	Jenny	Barker	and	her	amazing	band	of	

cont/...p9
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Lent talks on Radio - ExeStream.com
For	the	last	four	weeks	of	Lent	(starting	in	the	week	beginning	March	8th)	leading	up	
to	Easter	Day,	some	of	our	Church	community	will	be	giving	short	reflections	on	four	
characters	involved	closely	with	the	Easter	story:	St	Peter,	Mary	Magdalene,	Judas,	and	
Jesus.	On	Good	Friday,	all	four	talks	will	be	broadcast	(a	good	moment	to	catch	up,	if	
you	missed	any).	Accompanying	the	broadcasts	there	will	also	be	some	music	relevant	
to	each	talk,	chosen	by	Gary	Cooper.
We	are	very	grateful	to	Steve	Hall	for	making	this	possible.	Further	information	will	be	
available	on	the	ExeStream	website	(www.exestream.com),	as	well	as	in	Pew	News.
Jane	Rees

regular	volunteers.	We	have	recently	decided	to	divide	the	two	organisations	so	that	
each	is	independently	funded	and	managed.	In	future	all	monetary	donations	for	the	
Food	Bank	need	to	be	sent	to	Jenny	Barker,	please.	The	details	will	appear	elsewhere	
in	this	magazine	[see	p29].

Cheques	 and	 cash	 in	 support	 of	 the	 Good	 Neighbours	 group	 can	 still	 be	 sent	 to	
Dulverton	 Good	 Neighbours,	 c/o	 5	Musgraves,	 Dulverton	 TA22	 9EB.	 Thank	 you	 for	
all	your	generous	support	 to	date.	We	hope	you	will	 continue	 to	support	 the	Good	
Neighbours	service	for	our	local	community.

Do	please	remember	that	we	are	here	to	help	you	if	we	can.	If	you	need	extra	help	
please	ring	the	Helpline	07395	171409	between	10am	and	4pm	(Monday	to	Friday)	
and	either	Jill	or	Sandra	will	contact	a	volunteer	to	get	in	touch	with	you.

LAURENCE BECKFORD
MEMORIAL ARTIST

HEADSTONES
MEMORIALS

Individually designed and hand carved in Dulverton
Refurbishment of existing headstones and memorials

including painting and gilding
0772 4452 961

www.beckfordsartworks.co.uk laurencebeckford@hotmail.com
Full member of the Master Carvers Association ( M.C.A )
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APRIL Some	sugges)ons	you	might	like	to	include	in	your	daily	prayers.

1	
Maundy	
Thursday

Servant	King,	today	we	remember	that	you	washed	the	feet	of	your	followers	before	you	shared		
supper	with	them.		Help	us	to	follow	your	example	and	serve	the	needs	of	those	around	us.

2	
Good	
Friday

Saviour	of	the	world,	what	have	you	done	to	deserve	this	death	and	what	have	we	done	to	deserve	
you?	Forgive	us	for	not	knowing	what	you	have	done,	open	our	eyes	to	see	what	you	are	doing	now,	
and	transform	us	by	your	grace.

3 Loving	God,	we	remember	all	those	who	mourn.		Comfort	them	in	their	loss	and	give	those	around	
them	the	wisdom	to	know	when	words	are	needed	and	when	only	silence	is	possible.

4	
Easter	
Sunday

Risen	Jesus,	we	greet	you!	Your	hands	sOll	have	holes	in	them,	your	feet	are	wet	from	the	dew,	but	you	
meet	us,	risen	from	the	grave.		We	fail	to	understand	how,	but	you	have	come,	not	to	answer	our	
quesOons	but	to	show	us	your	face.		Alleluia!

5 On	Easter	Monday	we	pray	for	all	who	are	able	to	take	a	day	of	rest	and	refreshment;	and	for	all	key	
workers	who	will	conOnue	to	work	and	care	today.		God	be	with	us	all	and	bless	us	whatever	today	
brings.

6 Loving	God,	we	thank	you	for	all	who	live	and	minister	in	the	Exmoor	Deanery.	Help	us	to	equip	God's	
people	for	works	of	service,	so	that	the	Body	of	Christ	may	be	built	up.	Give	us	courage	to	be	the		
people	you	are	calling	us	to	be	in	2021	and	beyond.

7	 God	of	healing,	on	world	health	day	we	give	thanks	and	pray	for	our	NHS	and	for	all	who	serve	within	it	
with	such	commitment	and	dedicaOon.		We	pray	for	health	services	around	the	world	and	for	a	just	and	
efficient	internaOonal	Covid	vaccinaOon	programme.

8	 Transcendent	God,	we	give	you	thanks	for	Wells	Cathedral	and	for	all	those	who	work	there	as	staff	and	
volunteers.		We	give	thanks	for	the	inspiraOon	and	welcome	that	is	offered	through	its	stones	and	its	
people.

9 Dietrich	Bonhoeffer,	who	opposed	the	evils	of	Nazism	wrote:	‘Not	to	speak	is	to	speak,	not	to	act	is	to	
act.		Silence	in	the	face	of	evil	is	itself	evil.’		We	pray	that	we	may	have	courage	to	stand	for	jusOce	and	
speak	and	act	against	all	that	is	evil.

10 Eternal	God,	as	we	remember	William	of	Ockham,	Teacher	of	the	Faith	in	the	14th	Century,	we	give	
thanks	for	all	those	across	the	diocese	who	help	others	grow	in	faith	through	their	teaching.		Give	them	
wisdom	in	all	they	do	and	say.

11	
2nd	

Sunday		
of	Easter

Loving	God,	on	World	Parkinson’s	Day	we	remember	all	who	suffer	the	effects	of	this	disease,	those	
who	care	for	them	and	those	who	seek	to	find	a	cure.

12 We	pray	for	the	Avon	and	Somerset	Police	and	for	all	who	serve	within	it.		We	give	thanks	for	the	
commitment	and	courage	of	all	police	officers	and	staff	and	pray	for	them	as	they	keep	our	
communiOes	safe.

13 Loving	God,	we	pray	for	Bishops’	Staff	as	they	meet	today.		Give	them	compassion,	kindness,	humility,	
meekness	and	paOence	as	they	work	together	for	the	sake	of	your	kingdom.

14	 God	of	JusOce,	we	pray	for	all	who	work	within	our	courts.		As	they	face	the	challenges	and	backlogs	of	
Covid,	give	them	energy	and	resilience.		As	they	make	decisions	and	judgments	which	affect	lives,	give	
them	jusOce,	wisdom	and	mercy.		Bless	them	we	pray.

15 Creator	God,	we	pray	for	Gill	Sakakini,	licensed	today	as	Pioneer	Priest	in	the	Arts	for	the	benefice	of	
Shepton	Mallet,	DoulOng	and	Cranmore:	to	serve	and	reach	out	to	the	arts	and	crahs	community.	Help	
her	to	illuminate	your	creaOve	presence	in	their	midst.

16 Loving	God,	we	give	thanks	for	all	those	who	offer	pastoral	care	in	their	communiOes,	whether	in	
formal	roles	or	by	being	good	neighbours.		We	pray	for	Lay	Pastoral	Assistants	across	the	diocese,	giving	
thanks	for	their	ministry	of	care.

17	 Heavenly	Father,	we	pray	for	the	many	country	parishes	of	Tone	Deanery	that	have	become	lonely	
places	for	the	stalwart,	mainly	elderly,	heroes	who	are	valiantly	serving	you	and	their	communiOes.	
Bless	them	and	all	that	they	do.	

18	
3rd	

Sunday	
of	Easter

Creator	God,	we	thank	you	for	all	who	help	us	to	gather	together	to	worship	you.		We	give	thanks	for	
the	creaOvity	and	ingenuity	that	has	enabled	us	to	come	together	in	new	ways	over	the	past	year.

19 We	pray	for	all	young	people	and	for	all	teachers	and	staff	as	schools	and	colleges	start	the	summer	
term.

20 Heavenly	Father,	we	pray	for	the	Wells	Archdeaconry	Mission	and	Pastoral	Group	as	they	meet	today.		
We	give	thanks	for	the	members	and	ask	you	to	grant	them	wisdom	and	discernment	for	their	work.	

21	 We	pray	for	the	Taunton	Team	Chaplaincy	and	for	their	trustees	meeOng	today.		We	pray	for	chaplains	
who	serve	across	Taunton	with	the	railways,	care	homes,	offices,	retail,	in	open	spaces	and	with		
marginalised	communiOes.	

22	 We	pray	for	the	Exploring	Chaplaincy	course	starOng	this	evening,	for	all	chaplains	and	for	all	who	are	
exploring	where	God	is	calling	them.

23	
St	

Georges	
Day

On	St	Georges	Day	we	pray	for	all	churches	and	communiOes	dedicated	to	St	George,	and	for	the	
people	of	England	as	we	remember	our	patron	saint.		We	pray	that	the	leaders	and	people	of	our	
country	may	do	justly,	love	mercy	and	walk	humbly.

24 As	we	remember	Mellitus,	Bishop	of	London	in	the	7th	Century,	we	pray	for	all	those	training	for	
ministry	through	St	Mellitus	College	and	for	those	who	teach,	guide	and	inspire	them	on	their	journey.

25	
4th	

Sunday	
of	Easter

Heavenly	Father,	as	we	remember	St	Mark,	the	Evangelist	we	remember	all	called	to	be	evangelists.	
Help	them	to	share	the	good	news	of	your	inexhausOble	love	in	everything	they	say	and	do.	We	pray	for	
those	doing	the	Talking	Jesus	course,	that	it	will	inspire	them	to	be	natural	everyday	faith	sharers.

26 Loving	God,	in	a	world	where	so	many	are	exploited,	we	give	thanks	for	Parish	Safeguarding	Officers	
and	the	Diocesan	Safeguarding	Team.		Give	them	strength	and	wisdom	in	their	commitment	to	
protecOng	the	vulnerable	and	speaking	uncomfortable	truths.

27 Creator	God,	as	we	remember	the	poet	ChrisOna	Rossei,	we	give	thanks	for	all	those	whose	words	
disOl	the	thoughts	that	we	find	ourselves	unable	to	express.		We	thank	you	for	the	inspiraOon,	comfort	
and	challenge	that	comes	from	those	who	write.

28	 Generous	God,	on	Stop	Food	Waste	Day,	we	give	thanks	for	the	ferOlity	of	your	world	and	pray	that	we	
will	have	the	wisdom	not	to	waste	what	the	earth	has	to	give.

29 Lord	of	the	Dance,	on	InternaOonal	Dance	Day	we	give	thanks	for	the	beauty	of	dance,	for	all	those	who	
express	themselves	best	through	dance	and	for	those	who	teach	others	to	liberate	their	limbs	in	
response	to	your	gih	of	life.

30 God	of	all,	on	InternaOonal	Jazz	Day	we	pray	for	all	those	with	the	gih	to	be	able	to	improvise	on	the	
tradiOons	of	the	church	to	create	new	forms	for	today’s	world.
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the	creaOvity	and	ingenuity	that	has	enabled	us	to	come	together	in	new	ways	over	the	past	year.
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term.

20 Heavenly	Father,	we	pray	for	the	Wells	Archdeaconry	Mission	and	Pastoral	Group	as	they	meet	today.		
We	give	thanks	for	the	members	and	ask	you	to	grant	them	wisdom	and	discernment	for	their	work.	
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22	 We	pray	for	the	Exploring	Chaplaincy	course	starOng	this	evening,	for	all	chaplains	and	for	all	who	are	
exploring	where	God	is	calling	them.

23	
St	

Georges	
Day

On	St	Georges	Day	we	pray	for	all	churches	and	communiOes	dedicated	to	St	George,	and	for	the	
people	of	England	as	we	remember	our	patron	saint.		We	pray	that	the	leaders	and	people	of	our	
country	may	do	justly,	love	mercy	and	walk	humbly.

24 As	we	remember	Mellitus,	Bishop	of	London	in	the	7th	Century,	we	pray	for	all	those	training	for	
ministry	through	St	Mellitus	College	and	for	those	who	teach,	guide	and	inspire	them	on	their	journey.

25	
4th	

Sunday	
of	Easter

Heavenly	Father,	as	we	remember	St	Mark,	the	Evangelist	we	remember	all	called	to	be	evangelists.	
Help	them	to	share	the	good	news	of	your	inexhausOble	love	in	everything	they	say	and	do.	We	pray	for	
those	doing	the	Talking	Jesus	course,	that	it	will	inspire	them	to	be	natural	everyday	faith	sharers.

26 Loving	God,	in	a	world	where	so	many	are	exploited,	we	give	thanks	for	Parish	Safeguarding	Officers	
and	the	Diocesan	Safeguarding	Team.		Give	them	strength	and	wisdom	in	their	commitment	to	
protecOng	the	vulnerable	and	speaking	uncomfortable	truths.

27 Creator	God,	as	we	remember	the	poet	ChrisOna	Rossei,	we	give	thanks	for	all	those	whose	words	
disOl	the	thoughts	that	we	find	ourselves	unable	to	express.		We	thank	you	for	the	inspiraOon,	comfort	
and	challenge	that	comes	from	those	who	write.

28	 Generous	God,	on	Stop	Food	Waste	Day,	we	give	thanks	for	the	ferOlity	of	your	world	and	pray	that	we	
will	have	the	wisdom	not	to	waste	what	the	earth	has	to	give.

29 Lord	of	the	Dance,	on	InternaOonal	Dance	Day	we	give	thanks	for	the	beauty	of	dance,	for	all	those	who	
express	themselves	best	through	dance	and	for	those	who	teach	others	to	liberate	their	limbs	in	
response	to	your	gih	of	life.

30 God	of	all,	on	InternaOonal	Jazz	Day	we	pray	for	all	those	with	the	gih	to	be	able	to	improvise	on	the	
tradiOons	of	the	church	to	create	new	forms	for	today’s	world.
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Warden Tells Tales
Well,	April	is	the	month	Easter	falls	in	this	year	-	early	in	the	
month,	on	the	4th.	Possibly,	by	the	time	you	read	this,	many	
of	the	traditional	services	will	have	been	completed.	Easter	

eggs	will	have	been	hidden	away,	hot	cross	buns	all	consumed.
So	I	want	to	start	by	wishing	you	all	a	Happy Easter!
It	is	a	happy	and	joyful	time.	I	think	it’s	interesting	to	look	at	why	
Easter	is	regarded	with	hope	and	joy,	rather	than	depression	and	
sadness.	This	is	the	time	when	Jesus	(God	on	Earth)	was	put	to	
death!	Surely	nothing	to	celebrate	there..	And	yet	there	is.	Why?
Because,	 simply	 put,	 this	 is	 not	 the	 end	 of	 the	 story.	 Jesus	
overcame	death.	He	 rose	again,	and	 in	 so	doing,	gave	us	hope	and	 joy	 for	a	 future	
beyond	this	earthly	existence.
Through	his	death,	he	opened	doors	for	us.	His	teachings	have	influenced	life	here	on	
earth	for	centuries.	Hope	now	springs	eternal.
It	is	also	reflected	in	the	season	in	which	we	celebrate	Easter.	New	life	coming	to	our	
world.	Green	shoots	appearing	from	below	decaying	leaves.	Yes,	it	is	easy	to	see	here	
on	Exmoor	-	but	not	so	easy	in	Australia	or	New	Zealand,	where	they	are	moving	into	
Autumn	and	Winter!

So	 here	 on	 Exmoor	we	 are	 blessed	 to	 see	 new	 life	
reflect	the	story	of	Easter.	As	I	look	around	this	year,	I	
have	seen	an	abundance	of	signposts	that	spring	and	
new	life	is	on	the	way.	Snowdrops	and	crocus	are	out,	
primroses,	daffodils,	blackthorn,	cyclamen	and	tulips.	
Exmoor	is	springing,	with	colours	blazing	into	life;	and	
we	thank	God	for	it.

As	you	will	know,	we	have	been	without	a	Rector	in	this	benefice	since	last	March,	but	
we	are	hopeful	that	we	will	soon	have	a	new	one.	We	have	three,	very	good	candidates,	
who	have	applied.	The	process	has	begun	to	interview	all	three.	As	I	write	this	article,	
we	are	preparing	 to	 interview	 the	 candidates	 at	 the	end	of	 the	week	 (19th	March).	
By	the	time	you	read	this	article,	we	may	well	have	appointed	a	new	incumbent.	As	I	
commented	earlier,	we	live	in	Hope.
There	 have	 been	many	 people	 involved	 in	 this	 appointment	 process.	 It	 has	meant	
much	hard	work,	undertaken	by	many	people.	The	entire	benefice	has	been	providing	
spiritual	support	and	regular	services	-	of	one	sort	or	another	-	throughout	the	vacancy	
period.	It	is	thanks	to	these	volunteers	and	paid	staff	that	we	are	where	we	are	now.	
Thank	you	to	them	all.
Here	 at	 All	 Saints,	 we	 have	 tried	 to	 vary	 our	 services:	 we	 have	 had	 a	 number	 of	
visiting	 clergy;	 we	 have	 tried	 new	 services	 alongside	 the	
communion	service;	we	have	tried	(not	always	successfully)	
to	zoom	live	services;	we	have	worked	with	our	neighbours	
in	 Christ	 through	 Facebook	 Church;	 we	 have	 created	 an	
outside	worship	 station.	We	 do	 look	 forward	 to	 the	 time	
when	we	can	overcome	this	COVID-19	and	all	meet	together	
and	celebrate.
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The	PCC	has	 in	the	 last	week	reviewed	the	numbers	allowed	in	church	
and	they	have	now	concluded	that	if	we	open	up	more	space	and	manage	
the	situation	well,	we	can	now	accommodate	a	maximum	of	30	in	church,	
whilst	still	being	COVID-19	safe.	This	change	has	already	taken	place.
Thank	 you	 for	 continuing	 to	 read	my	 ramblings.	And	 thank	 you	 for	 all	
your	support	-	whether	physical,	moral	or	spiritual.	We	as	a	Church	live	

in	hope,	and	we	trust	we	will	 rise	 renewed	and	stronger	 from	the	vacancy	and	 the	
pandemic.
Steve	Ford

Minehead	Literary	Fes/val	2021	

Short	story/wri/ng	compe//on	

The	theme	for	2021	is	Hope	–	a	theme	to	be	interpreted	as	imagina/vely	as	you	wish!	

Children’s	entries:	those	aged	5-10	are	invited	to	write	up	to	250	words	and	those	aged	11-15,	up	
to	500	words.	

Adults/those	over	16	are	also	invited	to	write	500	words.	

Children’s	 and	 adults’	 entries	 will	 be	 short-listed	 separately	 and	 enArely	 anonymously	 by	 two	
experienced	 creaAve	 wriAng	 groups.	 The	 short-listed	 entries	 will	 be	 judged	 by	 two	 well-known	
authors.		

We	are	delighted	to	announce	adult	entries	will	be	judged	by	Teresa	Waugh.	

All	entries	must	be	received	by	April	5th	2021.	Results	will	be	publicised	the	week	beginning	May	
3rd		2021	–	prizes	and	cerAficates	will	follow!	

Further	entry	details	and	entry	forms	can	be	found	on	the	following	webpage:		

hRps://www.mineheadliteraryfesAval.org/short-story-compeAAon/	
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The theme for 2021 is Hope – a theme to be interpreted as imaginatively as you wish!
Children’s	entries:	 those	aged	5-10	are	 invited	 to	write	up	 to	250	words	and	those	
aged	11-15,	up	to	500	words.
Adults/those	over	16	are	also	invited	to	write	500	words.
Children’s	and	adults’	entries	will	be	short-listed	separately	and	entirely	anonymously	
by	two	experienced	creative	writing	groups.	The	short-listed	entries	will	be	judged	by	
two	well-known	authors.	
We	are	delighted	to	announce	adult	entries	will	be	judged	by	Teresa	Waugh.
All	entries	must	be	received	by	April	5th	2021.	
Results	will	be	publicised	the	week	beginning	May	3rd		2021	–	prizes	and	certificates	
will	 follow!Further	 entry	 details	 and	 entry	 forms	 can	 be	 found	 on	 the	 following	
webpage:	https://www.mineheadliteraryfestival.org/short-story-competition/
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OAK - ASH - BEECH
ALDER - BIRCH - HAZEL

SYCAMORE, etc.
(No Fir)

Ideal for wood burners,

open fires

solid fuel Rayburn and Agas.

£70 or £120 Trailer Loads

www.aspenwaitesouthwest.co.uk

We are now part of the
Aspen Waite Group

01884 257725  
tiverton@aspen-waite.co.uk

21 Bampton Street 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 6AA

Find out more at 

General Practice
Taxation Services

Corporate and Business Tax
Probate Services
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Local , Reliable Exmoor Business offering a
variety of services:

Lawn Care and  Mowing,
Weeding, Plant Care, Pruning, Hedge

Trimming, Tree Care, Planting, Garden
Maintenance, Patio Cleaning, Internal &

External Painting & Decorating, 
 Courier service.

 
Contact Rod Mitchell on

rodmitchell252@gmail.com or call on 
 07856589565  for a FREE quotation

Hollam Painting &

Gardening Services

Embracing 
a wilder 

churchyard
The	Bath	&	Wells	diocese	has	teamed	up	
with	 Somerset	 Wildlife	 Trust	 (SWT)	 on	
a	 new	 joint	 initiative	 -	Wilder	 Churches 
-	which	 seeks	 to	 improve	biodiversity	 in	
churchyards.

SWT	is	running	online	training	for	church	
leaders	 and	 communities	 across	 the	
county,	 introducing	 what’s	 happening,	
what	support	we	can	provide	and	finding	
people	 who	 can	 be	 Wilder	 Church	
Champions	for	their	community.

Sara	 Emmett,	 assistant	 environment	
officer	said,	“With	the	diocese	embracing	
a	 new	 environmental	 policy,	 we	 are	
delighted	 to	 be	 working	 together	 with	
SWT	 to	 support	 church	 leaders	 and	
communities	 to	 increase	 the	 value	 of	

churchyards	 and	 other	 church	 land	 for	
wildlife.”			

Initially,	 the	 initiative	 will	 focus	 on	
encouraging	 people	 to	 simply	 find	 out	
what	 wildlife	 their	 local	 churchyard	
already	 has,	 as	 well	 as	 getting	 to	
know	 those	 already	 involved	 with	 its	
management.	 Through	 ongoing	 online	
training,	 communities	 will	 be	 able	 to	
identify	 ways	 they	 could	 help	 wildlife	
in	 their	 local	 churchyard,	 as	 well	 as	 to	
communicate	their	ideas,	consult	others	
and	come	up	with	a	plan	that	works	for	
the	church,	wildlife	and	the	community.	

Pippa	 Rayner,	 Engaging	 with	 Nature	
Coordinator	 for	 SWT	 says,	 “By	 regularly	
getting	 together	 online	 to	 celebrate	
successes,	 share	 expertise	 and	 solve	
problems	as	they	arise,	we	will	collectively	
achieve	so	much	more,	so	this	is	a	really	
exciting	initiative	to	be	involved	in.”	

Article taken from the Diocese’s Manna 
magazine, April edition. 

Photo: Priddy churchyard (courtesy SWT)

Somerset West and Taunton Council fund  
a not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners  

and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining your 
home and we work with you to take the stress out 
of funding repairs, improvements or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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New 
Meadow-
makers 

group 
for Exmoor

A field of grass with very few 
flowers can be restored to a 
wildflower-rich meadow alive with 
bumblebees and butterflies – and 
all it takes is enthusiasm and a 
patch of land, no matter how small. 
That’s the message to landowners 
and gardeners on and around Exmoor 
from community wildflower meadow 
conservation group Moor Meadows 
Dartmoor, as an opportunity opens 
for a new meadow-makers group on 
Exmoor. 
The original Moor Meadows Dartmoor 
group has more than 800 members, 
collectively managing over 1,100 
acres of wildflower meadow in and 
around the national park. With only 
2% of the country’s grassland habitats 
rich in wildflowers and wildlife, 
every field, paddock, churchyard, 
road verge and garden that can be 
converted to a well-managed meadow 
is a vital space for wildlife. Exmoor 
residents concerned about the loss 
of wildflowers and wildlife from the 
countryside in recent decades now 
have an online space to form a new 
community of meadow-makers. 
Thanks to funding from the Devon 
Environment Foundation, Moor 

Meadows Dartmoor has launched the 
Meadow-Makers’ Forum, a place to 
share information and advice about 
creating wildflower meadows. Anyone 
can ask a question and receive an 
answer from all the other meadow-
makers. The forum also acts as 
an online hub for the creation and 
development of new local meadows 
groups under the umbrella name More 
Meadows. 
With More Meadows groups now 
being created in West Devon, the 
South Hams and East Devon, a new 
group of meadow-makers for Exmoor 
has been backed by Exmoor National 
Park Authority. Exmoor NPA’s Head of 
Conservation and Access Rob Wilson-
North said: “There has been a drastic 
decline of meadows and species-rich 
grassland on Exmoor over the last 
30 years. This has also affected the 
populations of important species, such 
as pollinators, that are dependent 
on them. We really welcome the 
establishment of a More Meadows 
group on Exmoor as we believe 
that the return of these remarkable 
ecosystems, whether on farm, road 
verge, village green, churchyard or 
school, is a very important part of 
enriching nature on Exmoor in the 
years to come.”
Meadows included in the established 
groups range in size from village front 
gardens and a meadow on a shed 
roof all the way to landholdings of 
dozens of acres. Co-founder Donna 
Cox emphasized how a meadow 
of any size can benefit wildlife and 
bring a sense of satisfaction. She 
said: “Everyone is welcome to join 
the free Meadow-Makers’ Forum, no 
matter your existing level of nature 
conservation knowledge or the size of 
land you want to restore as a meadow. 
Wildflower meadows are a vital habitat 
for so many species of wild plants and 
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insects. Birds like swallows, swifts and 
house martins will swoop down over 
meadows to look for food too. They 
make a wonderful wildlife spectacle, 
and really lift the spirits. And meadows 
can be made right on our doorsteps, 
almost anywhere.” 
The group also organises free online 
talks. The latest talk, on 24th March, is 
entitled How to Create a Meadow and 
will offer a guide on how to turn a field 
or patch of grassland into wildflower-
rich meadow, with expert advice from 
Matt Pitts, Meadow Adviser for the 
wild plant charity Plantlife.
People keen to help nature’s recovery 
on Exmoor can also benefit from 
funding. Exmoor NPA’s Rob Wilson-
North explained: “In addition to 
getting involved with the new More 
Meadows Exmoor forum, we are 
delighted to announce a small new 
‘seed’ fund that the National Park is 
making available for meadow creation 
and restoration, thanks to donations 
to our Caremoor for Exmoor Fund. 
We would love to hear from anyone 
interested in meadow creation, at 
any scale, and also from people with 
existing flower-rich meadows who 
might be interested in becoming a 
donor site.” Anyone interested should 
email naturerecovery@exmoor-
nationalpark.gov.uk 
Daisy Headley, who already manages 
a wildflower meadow near Dulverton, 
highlighted the importance of a space 
for sharing local knowledge. She said: 
“Every place has its own qualities 
that make it unique and Exmoor is 
certainly no exception. That is why it is 
important to build upon the successes 
of the Dartmoor moor meadows 
group and create one specifically for 
knowledge-sharing and best practices 
specific to Exmoor.”
Anyone on Exmoor keen to take part in 

Lee Ringrose
Garden & fielD 

Services
Mowing - Ride-on mower 

for large gardens
Paddock topping 

 Hedge cutting
Strimming

Weed control (licensed sprayer)
Call: 01398 371127 / 07764 410198

Email: leeringrose@ymail.com

nature’s recovery and join the growing 
band of meadow-makers in Devon 
can join the Meadow-Makers’ Forum 
for free at http://forum.moremeadows.
org.uk. Places on the online talk ‘How 
to Create a Meadow’ are free but must 
be booked in advance on: https://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-create-a-
meadow-tickets-140971831543
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Gavin Garnett
 Plastering  General Building  Mini Digger Hire
 Dry Lining  Painting & Decorating  Rendering

07808 523348   01884 563396
garnettplasteringandbuilding@gmail.com

Local Independent Family Company

Caring with compassion

Pre-paid funeral plans

Private dedicated 

Chapel of Rest

01643 703111
Mart Road, Minehead

24 Hour Service covering 
all of West Somerset

Established and family run since 1926
undertaking all aspects of

carpentry and joinery
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WWW.FINEMEMORIALS.CO.UK

ACCREDITED COMPANY
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Spring	is	in	full	swing	and	so	is	the	COVID-19	vaccine	roll	out!	Hopefully	by	mid-April	
the	40-50	year	age	group	will	be	invited	to	have	their	vaccinations.	
If	you	are	an	unpaid	Carer,	you	are	eligible	to	be	vaccinated	with	the	person	you	care	
for	as	long	as	you	meet	the	eligibility	criteria	(please	remember	to	register	with	your	
Doctor’s	 surgery	 letting	 them	know	you	are	an	unpaid	Carer	 if	 you	haven’t	 already	
done	so).	We’ve	put	together	a	handy	guide	which	you	can	find	at	the	link	below,	or	do	
speak	 to	 your	Village	Agent:	 	www.somersetcarers.org/news/unpaid-carers-vaccine-
group-6
Many	people	will	however	still	be	shielding	and	remaining	isolated	until	restrictions	are	
further	eased	in	the	summer.		If	this	is	you,	have	you	thought	about	joining	a	Befriending 
Service?	There	are	several	options	whereby	you	can	talk	regularly	with	someone	on	
the	phone	–	or	even	via	the	internet	–	and	this	simple	act	of	communication	can	be	
invaluable	 in	 relieving	 loneliness	 and	 isolation.	 If	 you	 are	not	 a	 computer	user,	 but	
would	like	more	information	on	any	of	the	groups/ideas	listed	in	this	newsletter,	then	
please	do	call	your	Village	Agent	who	can	help.
We	are	delighted	to	let	you	know	that	CCS	has	launched	a	NEW	project	called	CHAT 
TO CONNECT	for	those	classed	as	Clinically	Extremely	Vulnerable	(CEV)	people.	Do	you	
want	to	meet	new	people	in	a	similar	position	to	you,	with	shared	interests?	We	know	
it’s	good	to	talk	and	share	experiences.	Through	the	Chat to Connect	project	we	can	
connect	you	with	another	person	who	is	on	the	CEV	list	to	keep	your	spirits	up.	You	
will	need	to	complete	the	short	online	registration	form,	and	we	will	match	you	with	
another	person	with	similar	interests	and	hobbies.	
If	you	feel	you	would	benefit	from	some	technical	support	 in	order	to	connect	with	
someone,	CCS	can	also	offer	one-to-one	virtual	 support	with	using	phones,	 tablets,	
and	laptops,	downloading	apps,	and	using	Zoom	or	WhatsApp.		
We	 have	 people	 ready	 to	 help	 you	 get	 online	 and	 talk	 to	 others!	 Go	 to:	 	 www.
ccslovesomerset.org/chat-to-connect.	 We’ve	 listed	 below	 some	 other	 befriending	
services	available	in	Somerset	that	are	available	to	support	those	in	need:	
·	 Age UK Somerset’s Friendly Phone Calls service	(for	anyone	over	60).		Phone: 01823	
345613	or	email	befriending@ageuksomerset.org.uk
·	 British	 Red	 Cross:	 Get	 help	 with	 loneliness:	 www.redcross.org.uk/get-help/get-
help-with-loneliness
·	 Mind in Somerset	are	launching	some	‘Somerset	Wellbeing	Friends’	groups	which	
focus	 on	 tackling	 loneliness,	 improving	 life	 skills	 and	 promoting	 coping	 strategies.	
Phone:	01935	474875		www.mindinsomerset.org.uk/somerset-wellbeing-friends
·	 The	Silver	Line:	Free	confidential	helpline	providing	 information,	 friendship	and	
advice	to	older	people.	Phone: 0800	470	8090			www.thesilverline.org.uk
Other ways to connect to people
If	you	are	on	Facebook,	local	community	pages	or	Covid	support	groups	can	keep	you	in	
touch	with	what	is	going	on	locally.	To	find	a	group	or	community	page	close	to	you	use	
the	Facebook	search	bar,	typing	in	the	area	in	which	you	live,	and	then	select	to	view	
groups.		This	should	give	you	a	list	of	groups	where	local	people	share	information,	ask	
advice	and	start	conversations	with	each	other.	It	can	be	a	great	way	to	get	to	know	

Village Agent News
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people	in	your	area!
Since	the	start	of	the	pandemic	many	organisations	have	starting	to	offer	more	support	
via	the	internet,	and	some	of	the	groups	listed	below	may	be	of	help	and	interest.
Book Clubs
·	 The	Reader:							
www.thereader.org.uk								0151	729	2200
·	 Somerset	Libraries	Reading	Groups:
www.somersetlibraries.co.uk/events/categories/reading-groups
Art & Creative Clubs
·	 Seed:  www.seedsedgemoor.com
·	 Mindful	Art	Club:	 www.mindfulartclub.co.uk/tag/online-art-groups
Keeping Active - There	are	some	great	resources	that	you	can	access	online	during	the	
current	restrictions.
·	 Somerset	Activity	&	Sports	Partnerships	–	ideas	for	all	ages	and	abilities	
www.sasp.co.uk/be-active-at-home 
•	 			Sport	England:	 www.sportengland.org/jointhemovement
•	    AGE UK Somerset	have	some	great	suggestions: 
 www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/activities-and-events/exercise-sessions
Business Networking – 
·	 Social	Enterprise	network:		 www.ccslovesomerset.org/somerset-social-
enterprise/ 
Courses	–	Thinking	of	starting	a	new	career	or	want	to	learn	something	new?
·	 Somerset	Skills	&	Learning:	 	www.sslcourses.co.uk/ 
·	 Step	Up	Somerset:   www.stepupsomerset.org.uk 
2021	 feels	much	more	optimistic	as	 things	 slowly	 return	 to	normal.	So	why	not	use	
these	 last	 few	weeks	of	 lockdown	 to	 explore	 some	hobbies	 or	 interests?	 You	never	
know	what	new	friendships	you	may	find,	or	a	new	interest	that	puts	a	spring	in	your	
step!
YOUR VILLAGE AGENTS
Please	do	contact	your	local	Village	Agent	if	you	have	any	questions	or	need	support:	
your	West	Somerset	Village	Agent	team	are	here	to	help.
Your Village Agents:
Jane	Lillis,	Village	Agent	West	Somerset	 Ellie	Bishop,	Village	Agent	West	Somerset
Tel:		07958	415270	 	 	 	 	 											Tel:		07985	748910
Email:	 janel@somersetrcc.org.uk		 											Email:		ellieb@somersetrcc.org.uk
CCS want to assure local communities that the Somerset Village Agents continue to be available 
to support you and as we are set up to work remotely from home, we will continue to be on hand 
to give advice by phone or email.  
CCS Village & Community Agents are in your communities across Somerset. They help to bridge 
the gap between isolated, excluded, vulnerable and lonely individuals and statutory and/or 
voluntary organisations which offer specific solutions to identified needs. We can offer advice 
and support to find local groups and activities available in your community and help you with any 
queries you may have or situations that you need advice and support with. 
Please visit: www.ccslovesomerset.org  /  www.somersetcarers.org   / www.somersetagents.org
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Simonsbath Festival 2021
This being our 10th Simonsbath 
Festival we were looking forward to 
welcoming audiences who want to 
enjoy world class music, art, poetry 
and first-rate speakers from around 
the world; more especially since we 
had to cancel the 2020 festival. 
Unfortunately with the publication 
of the government’s ‘roadmap’ on 
relaxing COVID restrictions last week 
we have had to reconcile ourselves to 
the fact that the schools involvement 
and inside performance parts of the 
2021 festival would not be able to 
take place delivering the quality of 
experience we would like and our 
loyal audiences have come to expect. 
We are however working hard to 
rearrange some performances on 
later dates this year and we will keep 
you informed of our plans. On 25th 
June, The Albion Quartet have kindly 
offered to perform for us in our home 
venue St. Luke’s Church Simonsbath. 
And Exmoor pianist, Gary Cooper, 
will introduce and then premiere his 
new piano work ‘The Solar System’ 
in Dulverton All Saints’ Church on 
17th July. Please refer to our website 
[below] for further details and booking.
Please note, Simonsbath Festival 
collaborative outdoor activities 
(including Exmoor Society walks and 
Exmoor Running & Walking Festival 
events) will continue as normal. 
Please see entries on our website.  
We’d like to thank you for your 
continued support & understanding. 
And look forward to welcoming you 
back to the festival in May 2022.

Festival Committee
www.simonsbathfestival.org.uk

EXMOOR SOCIETY 
GUIDED WALKS 2021

April/May Walks:
Thursday 8th April 2021, 
10am – 1pm | Wheddon Cross Saxon 
Harepath
A	 circular	 walk	 from	 Wheddon	 Cross	
taking	 in	 Hare	 Path	 and	 part	 of	 Thorne	
Lane,	thought	to	be	part	of	the	Somerset	
herepath,	 a	 Saxon	 military	 road	 from	
Bristol	 on	 to	 Exmoor	 (see	 http://
exmoorwalker.emyspot.com/pages/the-
herepath.html).		Most	of	the	walk	will	be	
on	tracks	and	lanes,	but	in	wet	weather	be	
prepared	for	some	mud	and	slippery	rock.		
A	 ‘moderate’	 walk,	 with	 some	 steady	
climbs.	3hrs/5miles.	Dogs	on	leads.
Meet	10.00am	in	the	car	park	at	the	inn	at	
Wheddon	Cross	TA24	7DR.	Refreshments	
available	 afterwards	 at	 the	 Rest	 and	 Be	
Thankful	 Inn,	Wheddon	Cross,	subject	to	
Covid	restrictions.	BOOKING	IS	ESSENTIAL	
using	 the	 form	 on	 the	 Exmoor	 Society	
website	page	[see below]	for	this	walk.
Saturday 24th April 2021, 11.00am – 
1.30pm |The Lost Village of Clicket, nr. 
Luxborough
150	 years	 ago	 five	 families	 lived	 in	 a	
remote	Somerset	valley	then,	in	the	space	
of	two	years,	they	vanished.	This	beautiful	
stream-side	 walk	 takes	 us	 to	 the	 lost	
village	 of	 Clicket,	 past	 the	 quarries	 and	
the	mill	where	its	inhabitants	made	their	
living,	to	tell	the	story	of	life	in	one	of	the	
Exmoor’s	 most	 remote	 villages.	 We	 will	
walk	 through	magnificent	 beech	 woods,	
past	 Croydon	 House,	 Exmoor’s	 finest	
Jacobean	 house,	 and	 then	 back	 through	
the	 woods	 to	 Luxborough.	 3mls/2.5hrs.	
Dogs	welcome	 Meet	 11am	 Nurcott	
Farm,	 Luxborough	 TA23	 0SU	 –	 SS	 96848	
38689.	BOOKING	 IS	ESSENTIAL	using	 the	
form	on	the	Exmoor	Society	website	page	
[see below]	for	this	walk.
Friday 7th May 2021, 10am – 2.00pm | 
Ashley Combe Landscape Restoration in 
Culbone Wood
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This	 walk	 will	 follow	 the	 South	 West	
Coast	 Path	 from	 Ashley	 Combe	 to	
Culbone	Church	and	back,	looking	at	the	
work	 to	 restore	 some	 of	 the	 surviving	
features	of	the	Ada	Lovelace	era	designed	
landscape.	 We	 will	 also	 discover	 some	
of	 the	 earlier	 history	 and	 management	
of	 these	 fascinating	 coastal	 woodlands.	
The	grounds	of	Ashley	Combe	are	private	
so	we	will	not	be	accessing	this	area	but	
we	will	be	able	to	get	a	good	impression	
from	 the	 SW	 Coast	 Path	 and	 land	 the	
ENPA	 owns.	 3mls/4hrs.	 Dogs	 on	 leads.	
Meet	 10.00am	Worthy	 Combe	 Toll	 Gate	
car	park	 (£2	 fee)	TA24	8PG.	BOOKING	IS	
ESSENTIAL	using	the	form	on	the	Exmoor	
Society	website	page	[see below]	for	this	
walk.
Friday 14th May 2021, 11am – 1.30pm | 
Molland Church and Moor
Hugh	Harrison,	an	internationally	known	
expert	 in	 the	 conservation	 of	 historic	
structural	and	decorative	woodwork,	who	
lives	 locally,	 will	 provide	 a	 short	 insight	
into	 the	 medieval	 church	 of	 St	 Mary,	
Molland,	 following	 which	 there	 will	 be	
a	2	hour,	 circular	walk	 to	Molland	Moor	
(optional).	 Hugh	 will	 also	 be	 speaking	
about	his	work	on	Wednesday	12th	May	
during	Simonsbath	Festival.
Meet	11am	at	St	Mary’s	Church,	Molland	
EX36	 3NG.	 Parking	 at	 the	 church	 /	 in	
village	hall	car	park.	Lunch	can	be	booked	
at	 the	 London	 Inn,	 next	 to	 the	 church,	
Covid	restrictions	permitting.	BOOKING	IS	
ESSENTIAL	for	the	talk	and	walk,	using	the	
form	on	the	Exmoor	Society	website	page	
[see below]	for	this	walk.
Wednesday 26th May 2021, 10am – 
1.00pm | Porlock’s Coastal Wildlife - May
A	 spectacular	 circling	 walk	 starting	 in	
the	 picturesque	 village	 of	 Bossington,	
via	the	dramatic	cliffs	at	Hurlstone	Point,	
continuing	 around	 the	 sweeping	 shingle	
ridge	 and	 across	 the	 ever-changing	
saltmarsh.	 	 The	 walk	 will	 provide	 many	
opportunities	 to	 discover	 coastal	 and	

marine	 wildlife,	 historic	 landscape	
features	and	the	dynamic	morphology	of	
this	nationally	important	coastline.
3mls/3hrs.	 No	 dogs.	 Meet	 10.00am	 at	
the	National	Trust	car	park	in	Bossington	
village	 TA24	 8H.	 Refreshments	 available	
at	 Kitnor’s	 Tearoom,	Bossington,	 subject	
to	Covid	restrictions.
BOOKING	 IS	 ESSENTIAL	 using	 the	 form	
on	the	Exmoor	Society	website	page	[see 
below]	for	this	walk.
Thursday 27th May 2021, 10.30am – 
12.30pm | Crofts and Castles - 
Exploring John Knight’s forgotten 
buildings. Exmoor’s	moorland	 landscape	
is	 not	 associated	 with	 buildings,	 but	 in	
1819	 John	 Knight	 began	 erecting	 little	
‘Scottish’	crofts	across	his	Exmoor	estate.	
Join	Rob	Wilson-North	and	Tom	Thurlow	
for	 this	 exploration,	which	 is	 linked	 to	 a	
Simonsbath	 Festival	 event	 the	 evening	
before	 (26th	May).	 It	begins	with	a	 tour	
of	 the	 recently	 conserved	 White	 Rock	
Cottage	in	Simonsbath	and	then	ventures	
out	 through	 Ashcombe	 Gardens	 to	
consider	 the	 landscape	 John	 Knight	was	
set	on	creating	and	to	discover	the	traces	
of	 another	 ‘croft’	 in	 a	 remote	moorland	
valley.	4mls/4hrs.	Dogs	on	leads.
Meet	 11am	 at	 Ashcombe	 Car	 Park,	
Simonsbath	 TA24	 7SH.	 Bring	 a	 packed	
lunch.	 BOOKING	 IS	 ESSENTIAL	 using	 the	
form	on	the	Exmoor	Society	website	page	
[see below]	for	this	walk.
Participants	take	part	in	events	at	their	

own risk. 
BOOKING IS REQUIRED on the Exmoor 

Society website page for each walk: 
www.exmoorsociety.com/events/

category/events

Our	guided	walks	are	free	to	members	
and	non-members	alike	

but	donations	are	welcomed	to	cover	
administration	and	printing	costs.

The Exmoor Society | 01398 323335 | 
info@exmoorsociety.com 
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Dear	Friends,

We	continue	to	send	out	about	thirty	
food	parcels	every	week.	The	need	 is	
clearly	 evident	 and	 I	 feel	 is	 unlikely	
to	 lessen	 in	 the	 near	 future	 -	 even	
if	 we	 are,	 hopefully,	 emerging	 from	
lockdown.	 When	 furlough	 ends,	 I	
fear	 that	 some	 people	may	 be	 facing	
unemployment	 and	 others	 will	 not	
necessarily	be	able	to	find	the	seasonal	
work	that	is	usually	available.	We	have	
also	 had	 a	 few	 families	 referred	 back	
to	 us	 that	 have	 not	 needed	 help	 for	
sometime,	and	of	 course	we	are	glad	
to	meet	a	need	where	we	can.

While	 the	 vast	majority	 of	 our	 boxes	
go	 out	 to	 clients	 via	 the	 agencies	we	
work	with,	 I	occasionally	have	people	
contact	 me	 directly	 asking	 for	 food	
boxes	for	themselves.	While	we	don’t	
say	no,	I	always	ask	people	to	contact	
other	 agencies	 as	 well	 who	 can	 help	
them	 with	 longer	 term	 issues	 and	
deliver	 their	 food	 boxes.	 Food	 boxes	
are	 not	 a	 long	 term	 solution,	 so	 we	
need	to	be	sure	that	people	are	getting	
all	 the	 support	 they	need	 in	order	 to	
overcome	 the	 challenges	 they	 are	
facing.

We	 continue	 to	 welcome	 people	
bringing	us	 a	 variety	 of	 items	 for	 our	
boxes,	and	we	are	forever	grateful	for	
their	thoughtfulness.	It	has	been	lovely	
talking	to	people	who	support	our	work	
and	those	who	use	our	services,	plus	a	
number	of	people	who	are	 interested	
in	 seeing	what	we	do	 -	when	current	
restrictions	are	lifted.

We	are	now	beginning	to	stock	up	on	
extras	 for	 Easter,	 so	 that	we	 are	 able	
to	 put	 a	 few	 ‘goodies’	 in	 each	 box.	 I	
know	 that	 these	 are	 a	 real	 boost	 for	

the	 people	 receiving	 them.	 In	 terms	
of	 our	 week	 by	 week	 needs	 we	 have	
plenty	of	soup,	tinned	fish	and	tinned	
hot	meats	but	are	now	running	short	of	
the	following	(at	the	moment):-

•	long	life	milk
•	cartons	of	fruit	juice
•	pasta	sauces
•	tinned	spaghetti
•	tinned	potatoes	and	carrots
•	jam
•	savoury	biscuits
•	coffee
•	pasta	(believe	it	or	not	we	have	finally	
used	up	the	pasta	mountain!)
We	 have	 been	 very	 generously	
supported	 with	 financial	 donations	
recently,	 as	 indicated	 in	 previous	
newsletters;	 so	 much	 so	 that	 we	 are	
financially	secure	for	the	time	being.	In	
light	of	 this,	and	having	discussed	 the	
matter	with	our	trustees,	we	are	saying	
that	further	financial	donations	are	not	
needed	 at	 all	 now	 -	 even	 to	 fund	 the	
anticipated	 increases	 in	 demand	 that	
might	occur	which	we	have	budgeted	
for.	 We	 are	 very	 grateful	 to	 all	 those	
who	have	made	donations	and	put	us	
in	a	very	good	position	to	continue	our	
work	for	some	time	to	come.	However,	
if	that	position	changes	we	will	certainly	
let	you	know.

Having	said	all	of	that,	we	do	still	need	
donations	of	 the	 items	that	we	put	 in	
our	boxes	and	welcome	those.

Thank	you	all	again	for	your	support.

Ann	Gibbs

Co-ordinator

West Somerset Food Cupboard Newsletter
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Dulverton Food Bank – 
April Update

The	Food	Bank	in	Dulverton	is	a	year	old	
on	April	2nd	and	as	reported	 last	month,	
we	 have	 filled	 approximately	 600	 boxes	
with	15,000	items	of	food	-	and	this	will	
have	increased	over	the	past	month.
The	 Food	 Bank	 volunteers	 continue	
to	 meet	 each	 Monday	 to	 mark	 up	 the	
donated	 items	of	 food,	and	then	fill	 the	
number	of	boxes	we	 think	we	will	need	
in	the	coming	week.	The	boxes	we	know	
need	delivering	are	then	delivered.	
We	 now	 have	 a	 freezer	 in	 the	 Food	
Bank,	 and	 the	 school	 has	 been	 making	
vegetarian	 ready	 meals	 for	 distribution	
to	 those	 in	 need.	 The	 Food	 Bank	 team	
distribute	these	as	required.	This	project	
is	 part	 of	 the	 Somerset Food Resilience 
Group’s	work.		
In	 March,	 it	 was	 agreed	 that	 the	 Food	
Bank	would	move	from	the	responsibility	

of Dulverton Good Neighbours	 to	
Dulverton	 PCC.	 This	 only	 alters	 the	
Governance	 arrangements,	 and	 not	 the	
day-to-day	workings	of	the	Food	Bank.	
If	you	require	a	box	of	 food	then	please	
contact	 Jane	 Lillis	 (Village	 Agent)	 on:	
07958	415270.
If	you	would	like	to	donate	food	or	money	
then	 please	 contact	 Jenny	 Barker,	 Food	
Bank	Coordinator	on:	07890	559961.
Food	Donation	points	are:-
n The	Co-op	in	Dulverton
n Bilboa	House	–	opposite	the	Pet	Shop
n Sixpenny	Buckle	on	Jury	Road
n The	alleyway	to	the	right	of	the	Deli
n The	school’s	receptions	(during	school	
hours)
As	 always,	 an	 enormous	 ‘thank	 you’	 to	
all	 of	 you	 who	 have	 donated	 food	 and	
money:	we	couldn’t	 	 run	 the	Food	Bank	
without	you!		
Jenny	Barker	-	Food	Bank	Coordinator

 Together we can help you to manage your affairs and plan for the future whatever your situation.

PRIVATE CLIENT SERVICES
FOR INDIVIDUALS

 

In order to promote the importance of both Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs) we are pleased to 
offer a reduction to our overall fees during April, May and June 2021 where Wills and LPAs are drawn up 
at the same time: 10% reduction for a Will or pair of Wills with one type of LPA; or 15% reduction for a Will 

or pair of Wills with both types of LPA.

Tel:  01823 745 777
Email: anna.neil@maitlandwalker.com   james.ashby@maitlandwalker.com

Will Preparation  
Estate Planning
Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Trusts 
Tax (inheritance & capital gains tax)
Agricultural and landed estates
Foreign assets
Estate Administration (probate)

Wills, Trusts and Estate Disputes
Deputyship applications
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MS Exmoor Support Group 

News
Continuing	our	series	of	individual	contributions	from	members	of	
the	MS	Exmoor	Support	Group,	with	thanks	to	all	those	who	share	
their	experiences	with	us:
‘As the numbers have grown larger on my birthday cards I have 
found the ailments necessitating a visit to the doctor are mainly 
age related. It is not surprising that if you live long enough most 
things will come your way.
About twenty years ago, aged 67, I decided to visit the doctor, 
as I thought I had a minute imperfection in my right eye. Which 
finally ended in the doctor at Minehead saying I had a spot and to 
come and see him if door posts became wavy. That was my odd 
and unscientific introduction to macular degeneration. I have been 
very lucky, as it has taken all those years for my dry macular to get 
to the state where getting a new pair of glasses is a waste of time.
My wife is a very avid reader, and one day looking in the Exmoor 
News she noted there was a meeting at the Exmoor Medical Centre 
for people with macular degeneration on the following Thursday. 
So it was following my policy of better keep the wife happy that I 
found myself making my way to the Medical Centre. Now, looking 
back over these past few years, I realise what good advice it was. I 
have learnt so much from our guest speakers and have been made 
aware that there are a small army of good people working our 
behalf. And on a more practical note, where else can you get a cup 
of tea and naughty chocolate biscuits and spend a few hours with 
like-minded souls?
So having converted brownie points from my wife into chocolate 
brownies from Marion, why not join us too? 
You have nothing to lose; after all, you have 
lost some of your sight already!’
John	Sims
Dulverton
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TONY BROOKE
CARPETS & FLOORING

Carpet, Vinyl, Flotex, Naturals, LVT,
Wet Rooms, Safety Flooring, Wood,

Rugs, Mats and More.
Domestic and commercial

2 -4

MOBILE SHOWROOM - WE 
BRING THE SAMPLES TO YOU

Roughmoor Ind. Estate
Williton, Somerset TA4 4RF

tonybrookecarpetsandflooring.co.uk
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News from the Exmoor Pony Centre
Let’s	hope	there	is	light	at	the	end	of	this	very	long	tunnel,	and	we	will	be	
able	to	re-open	to	the	public	in	April	-	no	earlier	than	the	12th.	Please	keep	

an	eye	on	our	website	for	opening	times	and	booking	details	[see	below],	as	we	will	
just	have	to	wait	to	see	what	happens	in	the	coming	weeks.	

During	 lockdown	we	have	been	organising	 some	new	ventures	and	we’re	now	also	
offering	a	range	of	‘Ponies	Helping	People’	activities,	aimed	at	giving	you	a	warm	glow	
from	direct	contact	with	our	 lovely	ponies.	 Individuals	or	groups	can	choose	from	a	
variety	of	grooming	or	leading	sessions	at	the	Centre,	or	a	walking	and	pony-leading	
experience	 out	 onto	 Exmoor.	 Deeper	 1:1	 equine-facilitated	 personal	 development	
sessions	are	also	now	available	in	a	new	private	area	at	the	Centre.

At	the	beginning	of	February,	eight	ponies,	 including	Andy	and	Banksy	who	were	so	
popular	with	visitors	 last	year,	 left	the	centre	to	go	to	a	conservation	grazing	site	of	
800	 acres	 in	 Suffolk.	 They	met	 up	with	 twelve	of	 our	 ponies	who	have	been	 there	
since	2019	and	have	settled	in	well.	The	Exmoor	pony	is	a	popular	environmental	land	
manager,	with	many	being	sought	 for	 ‘wilding’	projects.	These	 large	areas	of	estate	
land	being	turned	back	to	nature	make	perfect	homes	for	our	mealy-mouthed,	brown-
bodied	equine	friends.	We	have	also	had	the	last	of	this	year’s	foals	gelded	and	they	
are	all	happy	to	be	handled	by	our	staff.	Their	journey	to	a	new	home	will	happen	later	
in	the	Spring.

If	you	are	ordering	 items	 from	Amazon,	please	could	you	consider	doing	 it	 through	
Amazon	Smile	and	selecting	The Moorland Mousie Trust	as	your	nominated	charity.	It	
doesn’t	cost	you	a	penny,	but	it	does	mean	the	charity	will	receive	a	donation.	Thank	
you	in	advance.

We	hope	that	all	our	friends	and	supporters	are	well	and	look	forward	to	welcoming	
visitors	to	see	the	ponies	in	April	–	fingers	crossed!	Please	keep	up	to	date	with	our	
news	on	the	website	and	social	media	platforms.

Website:	www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk

Facebook:	www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre

Email:	info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk

Tel:	01398	323093
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PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
Brompton Regis P.C: Mrs Sarah Buchanan brpcclerk@gmail.com 01984 641706
Brushford P.C: Clerk: Clive Knight, cliveknight@me.com  01398 324140
Cutcombe P.C: Clerk: Nic Kemp cutcombeclerk@gmail.com  07852 813983
Dulverton T.C: Sec: Miss A. Rose clerk@dulvertontowncouncil.co.uk 01398 324561
East Anstey PC:Clerk: Mrs Jill Larcombe eastansteypc@yahoo.co.uk 01884 252647
Exford P.C: Clerk: Mrs N Kemp clerk@exfordparishcouncil.org   07852 813983
Exmoor P.C: Clerk: Mrs Charlotte Hornsby 
exmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com     01643 831535
Exton P.C: Clerk: Andrew Moore clerk@extonparishcouncil.co.uk 01984 641539
Upton P.C: Clerk: Mrs P Purvis uptonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk  01398 371548
Winsford P.C: Clerk: Nic Kemp winsfordparishcouncil@gmail.com  07852 813983
Withypool & Hawkridge P.C: Clerk: C Hornsby  
withypoolhawkridgeparishclerk@gmail.com    01643 831535 

LOCAL CHURCHES AND CHAPEL CONTACT NUMBERS 
Dulverton Benefice clergy contact during vacancy: Revd Martin Collett  01398 324211
Exmoor Benefice: The Rev. David Weir,  
The Rectory, Exford, TA24 7LX     01643 831330
Catholic Church: Priest: Father Michael    01643 702201
Dulverton Congregational Church, Chapel Street: Mr P Donnelly  01398 324010
The Traditional Anglican Church: Loxbear, Priest Reverend Aird 01769 581042 
Exmoor Benefice Choir: Mrs B. Staples    01643 851396
United Benefice, All Saints’ & Community Choirs: Gary Cooper  07419 212354
 
PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
All Saints School & Nursery:                 01398 323231 & 01398 323223
Anstey Parent and Toddlers Group: Jodie Thomas   01398 341845
Brompton Regis Toddlers: Mrs.S. Julian, Court Place Farm, Skilgate 01398 331031
Rhythm n’Brews Toddlers Group: Sabine Cooper    07495 679832

SCHOOLS
All Saints C of E School - Fishers Mead TA22 9EN   01398 323231
Cutcombe C of E First School - Wheddon Cross, TA24 7DZ  01643 841462
Dulverton Junior School – Barns Close West, TA22 9EE  01398 323223 
Dulverton Children’s Centre 
– All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN    01398 324360
Dulverton Family and Toddlers Group: tba 
East Anstey Primary School: - East Anstey, Tiverton, EX16 9JP  01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery – All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN 01398 324360

Useful Numbers
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 Dunkery PreSchool: Supervisor: Mrs. S. Matravers, 
Shute Close, Cutcombe, Minehead     01643 841008

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Bampton Scouts/Cubs/Beaver748s: Tony Weiss   01398 331901
Youth Club Administrator, Angie Kilcoyne dulvy36DDYPP@outlook.com 
 Chair John Preston                    01398 323862
Dulverton Ballet: Mrs Wightmore,  
 Flat 3, Easter House, St. Andrews St. Tiverton   01884 253999
Exmoor Community Youth Club:  
 Organiser Laura Tasker, Fridays 6 – 8 pm    01643 831125 

OTHERS
Abbeyfield House       01398 324136
All Saints’ Dulverton - Music Events: www.allsaintsdulverton.org.uk  07419 212354
TA22 (Brushford Voluntary Lift Scheme) Member of the  
 West Somerset Car Scheme Partnership - Chair: T. Wilson  07528 326880
Brushford Luncheon Club: Mrs. Margaret Albery     01398 324587
Care Direct for help and advice. www.somerset.gov.uk              0300 1232224
Dulverton Action Group: Magdalena Harding   01398 323785
Dulverton & Bampton Luncheon Club (Ex-Probus): 
 Terence Dapp terrydapp@aol.com     01398 332252
Dulverton Heritage Centre Sec: Kathy Currie         07493 518350
Dulverton & Southern Exmoor Twinning:  
 Chair: Steve Ford, Dulverton     01398 323016
Dulverton Development Forum: Sec: Mrs J. Ross   01398 323818
Dulverton Films: Jan Ross     01398 323818
Dulverton Fellowship for Mental Health: Marion Silverlock   01398 341850
Dulverton Gardening Club: Roger Hammond   01398 323954
Dulverton Group Exmoor Society: Sec: Dr Ken Mills  01398 331482
Dulverton Vintage Films: Magdalena Harding    01398 323785
Dulverton Voluntary Driver     07743 885115
Exmoor Patient Group:  
 Chair: Sandra Wilson, W Nightcott, Dulverton TA22 9RT  01398 324687
Exmoor Community Bus Assn:  
 Temporary contact: S Buchanan      01984 641706
Exmoor Death Café: Gary Cooper      07419 212354
Good Neighbours: Sandra Collett 01398 324211
Reiki Share: Angela John       07591 414401 
Royal British Legion, Dulverton: Mr Peter Donnelly    01398 324010
U3A Exmoor: Yvonne Moorfoot, 3 Lamb Back, Dulverton  01398 323529
West Somerset Advice Bureau:  
 Dulverton Medical Centre, Tues 10-12    01643 704624
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24hr personal care from Mark, Melissa & Gary

■ 30 years experience
■ Award winning pre-paid funeral plans for West Somerset

01643 703000
w w w . r s f u n e r a l s e r v i c e s . c o . u k
14 Park Street ■ Minehead ■ TA24 5NQ

Services from £1,400
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Friendship & sons 
Funeral directors 

tel: 01398 324590 (24 hours)
Mobile: 07940349960

website: www.friendshipandsons.co.uk
email: nick@friendshipandsons.co.uk

For the personal touches that matter
A local family run funeral home based in Dulverton   

dedicated to providing the highest levels of personal care 
24 hours a day 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Golden Charter Funeral Plans

• Traditional Funerals 

• Horse drawn funerals

Traditional Funeral Package 
£2695.00

Direct Cremation
£1095.00

Est 2013


