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Christmas 
Worship for 2020 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL SERVICES ARE DEPENDENT 

ON COVID-19 REGULATIONS AT THE TIME 

Sunday 20th December 
Brushford  Christmas Service  3.00 pm 

Brompton Regis  Christmas Service  6.00 pm 

Skilgate  Carol Service    5.00 pm 

Upton  Carol Service   11.00 am 

Withiel Florey Carol Service   3.00 pm 

Christmas Eve 
Dulverton  Crib Service 2.30 pm 
                           OUTSIDE CHURCH 
   Eucharist  6.00 pm 

THERE IS NO MIDNIGHT SERVICE 

Brompton Regis Christingle  1700 
   ON THE GREEN 

Christmas Day 
Dulverton  Eucharist 9.30 am 

Brushford  Eucharist  11.00 am 

Brompton Regis Communion  1100 am 
   by Extension 

Withiel Florey No Service 

Skilgate  Communion  9.30 am 
                           by Extension 
Upton  No Service 

PLEASE NOTE THAT BECAUSE OF 
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS, 
YOU WILL NEED TO RESERVE A 
SEAT AT DULVERTON. PLEASE 
CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE: 
01398 323028 

RESTRICTIONS MAY ALSO APPLY 
IN OTHER CHURCHES 
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DIRECTORS OF MUSIC
 Brushford:  Position Vacant
 Dulverton: Gary Cooper     07419 212354

BELLRINGING
 Tower Captain for Brushford:  
 Roger Routledge 322995
 Deputy Tower Captain Brushford:  
 Michael Hamilton 324313
 Tower Captain for Dulverton:  
 Anne Markwick 323823

SAFEGUARDING (Benefice)
 Steve Ford 323016

VERGER (Dulverton)
 Roz Roberts 323349

The Dulverton Parish Office
1 Church Walk, Dulverton, TA22 9ER 

Tel: 01398 323028 
E: allsaintsdulverton@gmail.com 

www.dulvertonbenefice.org.uk
The magazine is available on the website 

- see above
ALL material for inclusion in the next 

edition of the magazine is to be sent to: 
dulvertonbrushfordmag@gmail.com. 

NB: no diary listings at present.

Deadlines are: 17th of the month for 
the following month

RECTOR
 Revd Andrew Thomas
 The Vicarage, High Street
 Dulverton TA22 9DW 01398 323018
  dulvertonbenefice@gmail.com
ASSOCIATE VICAR
 Revd Paul Kingdom
 The Vicarage, Brompton Regis
 Dulverton TA22 9NL 01398 371572
  revpaulkingdom@gmail.com

Who’s Who at Your Church

Annual Rate 
¼ page portrait 59mm wide x 92mm deep 75.00
½ page landscape 123mm wide x 92mm deep 120.00
Full page 123mm wide x 186mm deep 250.00
Rate for 6 issues
¼ page portrait 59mm wide x 92mm deep 42.00
½ page landscape 123mm wide x 92mm deep 66.00
Full page 123mm wide x 186mm deep 138.00
Rate for 3 issues
¼ page portrait 59mm wide x 92mm deep 23.00
½ page landscape 123mm wide x 92mm deep 37.00
Full page 123mm wide x 186mm deep 76.00
Rate for 1 issue
¼ page portrait 59mm wide x 92mm deep 9.00
½ page landscape 123mm wide x 92mm deep 14.00
Full page 123mm wide x 186mm deep 28.00
  

Artwork: Preferred formats are 
PNG,JPEG or embedded PDF. 
Artwork can be arranged at extra 
cost if required.

Payment: Payment is due on the 
date specified, which is usually 
the deadline for the next issue.

For advertising queries please 
contact email:
advertisingdulvertonparishmag@
gmail.com

Advertisement rates

Post Vacant

ASSISTANT CURATE 
 Revd Martin Collett                        324211
  colletts36@btinternet.com 

LICENSED READERS
 Louise Southgate 341553
  louisesouthgate2000@gmail.com
 Jane Rees 371128 
  janerees123@btinternet.com

CHURCH WARDENS
 Brompton Regis:
  Malcolm Miller 371329
 Withiel Florey:  
  Mr Edward Luxton and 
  Mrs Sylvia Luxton                          323289 
 Dulverton:
  Steve Ford 323016
  Ed Thomson 323623
 Skilgate:
  Ian Trusler 331753
 Upton:
  David Wood 371240
 Brushford - vacant

Post Vacant

Cover photo -  Christmas worship for 2020

Dear Friends

Letter from the 
Assistant Curate

Louise Southgate 
Licensed Lay 
Reader
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A Letter from the Reader
A dear friend has given me a generous 
box of grape hyacinth bulbs. I had been 
looking for some, and every supplier 
seemed to be sold out, so it was a 
great treat to be given these in time 
to plant them in the garden and some 
for indoors. I love spring bulbs. The 
unpromising, dried up, brown scaly 
papery things hold a magical promise of 
beauty to be revealed in a few months. 
Life goes on, even in the darkest time.                                                                                                                                            
Now we may feel isolated, in our 
own silent worlds, missing the 
normal activities and contacts which 
for so many make life worthwhile. 
We understand why we must be 
so careful, but it is still hard. We 
hope and pray that the medical 
breakthroughs that we read about 
will begin to protect us from the virus.                                                                                                                                           
            
Christians are used to seeing the dark 
as promise rather than as despair. 
If we think about the story of the 
Crucifixion, we see a narrative which 
could signal complete loss of hope. 
But out of the cold and silent tomb 
came the resurrected Christ, different 
and glorious, leading us all into a very 
new relationship with him and the 
world.
                                                                                                                                  
The Christmas story is a story of hope 
out of darkness.  Who would have 
thought our great faith would have 
begun from such strange beginnings? 
The world was ruled by great empires, 
the Romans of course, the Chinese 
Han dynasty and a huge number of 

tribes who held power all over the 
world each with their own cultures and 
gods. Nobody was very interested 
in the Middle East, in 1st century 
Judea, except as a place from which 
the Romans could glean olive oil 
and other products for their tables.                                                                                                                                          
                              
But like a candle lit in the dark, the 
story shines. In normal circumstances, 
the birth of a baby in poverty, in the 
shabby part of the building given to 
the animals, would not have deserved 
any notice at all. Even the home town 
of Joseph and Mary, Nazareth, had 
a reputation for being rebellious, and 
who would suppose any good would 
come out of it? The Christmas reading 
John 1: 1- 14 tells us that when the 
Word, Jesus, came to the world of 
people, people did not recognise him. 
Well, they wouldn’t. No pomp and 
circumstance. No triumphant regal 
celebrations for the heir to a throne. 
No promise of great news at all.
                                                                                                                                                   
It was a tiny beginning, seen by small 
groups who struggled their way to 
understanding the significance of this 
new arrival. First the coming of unclean 
shepherds (normally expected to keep 
separate from respectable citizens) 
signalled that Jesus brought the Good 
News of redemption to all people, 
however humble or ordinary. Then the 
wise men from the East, struggling 
across deserts to find this tiny place, 
with gifts for a baby which are portents 
of some extraordinary future: gold for 
a king, in an animal’s feed trough? 
Frankincense and myrrh, used in 
religious rituals, and the embalming of 
the dead. This is not a normal birth.
                                                                                                                                                          
The Christmas story is for each one 
of us, in our different ways. We may 
respond to the joy of the new baby; 
we may be intrigued by the strange 
circumstances of the angels and the 

Dear Friends

Letter from the 
Assistant Curate

Louise Southgate 
Licensed Lay 
Reader
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Bringing comfort and joy
One of our oldest (16th century) 
English carols tells us that the story 
of Jesus’ birth as a baby into our 
world, is good news, bringing “tidings 
of comfort and joy”. And don’t we just 
need comfort and joy at this moment!
We know that Christmas will not be the 
same this year. The usual gatherings 
of family and friends will not have the 
same shape as before. Traditional 
carol services and Midnight Mass may 
not be possible either - but that doesn’t 
mean that Christmas is cancelled!
This year, more than ever, we need to 
carol the words, ‘comfort and joy’. We 
need to find new and novel ways of 
telling the Christmas story. The Church 
of England and our own diocesan 
team have provided plenty of ideas by 
which we can bring Christmas to our 
communities. I’m going to be both a 
tax collector and a donkey in our own 
diocesan video re-telling of the story!   
Perhaps even more important is how 
we can personally be messengers of 
comfort and joy. Who do you know 
who might need you to bring them 

some comfort this Christmas? Maybe 
someone who is alone, especially 
anxious, grieving a loved one?  How 
could you offer comfort and support?
And as for joy…? Perhaps we 
ourselves need to rediscover the joy 
of the Christmas story. What could be 
more wonderful than knowing that God 
loves us so much that, even though 
it was costly, He chose to come and 
join us in a world, dark with fear and 
suffering, and bring the light of His 
presence!
Bishop Ruth

Letter from the Right 
Reverend 

Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton

star, and all the visitors. We may hold 
the narrative in the perspective of the 
Old Testament, as humankind moves 
from a muddy grasp of our purpose, to 
a new and personal connection with 
God. Like a seed in the ground, like a 
bulb in the bowl, like the buds on the 
trees, the birth of Jesus is a beginning 
so full of promise for each one of us 
- with so much of love and joy, at this 
time of the year; at this time when 

we are confined by the virus - to the 
certainty of colour and beauty. As the 
caterpillar becomes the chrysalis, and 
then follows the butterfly; as the seed 
forces its way into the sunlight; as the 
bulb begins to grow and flower; so do 
we seek our way into the New Year 
and towards hope.

Happy Christmas, and a Blessed New 
Year!
Jane Rees
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
Deaths:

Jacqueline Northen, Mary Atkin,  Francie Newton,
Bill Howard and Mike Gammon

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER
  Sadly, Contemplative Prayer is postponed until further notice.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 100 CLUB
The lucky winner for November

No. 32 Mrs Carly Banham
New members always welcome, application forms available from 
Sandra. For more information, ring 01398 324211 / email sandracollett@
btinternet.com

We are here to help you
In addition to helping people in the local community with shopping, 
collecting prescriptions, gardening etc., we also have Good 
Neighbours volunteers who regularly deliver Meals on Wheels to 

those who request this service. The meals are prepared daily at Hanover Court 
by Sandy Takel and her team. This year Sandy has offered to prepare Christmas 
Dinners on Wheels on 25th December and two of our volunteers have offered to 
make sure they are distributed to those who order them. If you are interested in 
receiving a delicious Christmas dinner with all the trimmings, please let Sandy 
know in plenty of time: 07807 445327

We are delighted to announce that Dulverton Good Neighbours has been 
chosen to take part in the Co-op Local Community Fund. We will be one of three 
causes in the community which Co-op Members can select to support between 
now and October 2021. You can become a Co-op member on line at coop.co.uk/
membership, or by downloading the Co-op app. Please support us every time 
you shop in the Co-op. Any funds collected will be paid to us in April 2021 and 
November 2021, and these funds will be used to help to keep the Food Bank 
fully stocked. 

We are so grateful to everyone for their financial donations to the Good 
Neighbours scheme, as well as all the donations of tins and packets for the Food 
Bank and of course for all the time so generously given by the Good Neighbours 
volunteers who manage the day to day running of the Food Bank. It wouldn’t be 
the success it is without your generous support. Thank you all so very much!
If you would like to become a Good Neighbour volunteer please ring Sandra 
Collett: 01398 324211 email: sandracollett@btinternet.com
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Prayer - Everyone, Everywhere!
The 2021 Archdeaconry Days will take place over the week of 10-16 January 2021, 
principally online but with offline options for those who are not able to access materials 
online. 

Over the past two years, we have been delighted to see how the Archdeaconry Days 
have given clergy and laity the chance to reflect and learn together on themes around 
Everyday Faith. This year we have chosen to focus on prayer and to run the days 
early in the New Year so that we can begin 2021 as we mean to go on – in prayer and 
together. The theme is Prayer - Everyone, Everywhere! and as is so often the case 
with the Everyday Faith themes, it is deceptively simple but central to how we live out 
our faith. Prayer is the foundation of our relationship with God and yet we observe 
that many people, lack confidence in bringing themselves before God in prayer, even 
though they may have had decades of joining in with prayer during regular worship.  

Because we have had to move the Archdeaconry Days online, we have decided to go 
for a different pattern, but our core principles of learning together and of materials 
that will work across different contexts and ages remain key. The pattern of the week is 
below and we have gone for short sessions to avoid the usual online fatigue.

•	 Sunday 10 January - worship

◦ A recorded non-Eucharistic service from the Cathedral of around 30 minutes, 
focused on prayer, including a reflection from Bishop Ruth, inviting people across the 
diocese to join together in exploring prayer over the coming week.

◦ Bishop Ruth’s short reflection and invitation will also be available as a separate 
package for those who would like to weave it into their own offering for that day.

•	 Monday	11	-	Friday	15	January	–	inspiration	and	experimentation

◦ A short video will be released each day, featuring people from across the diocese 
talking about the ways that they like to pray.  They will reflect a range of contexts and 
ages and each day will have a theme: Prayer and Nature; Prayer and the Digital World; 
Prayer and Arts; Prayer and the Bible; Prayer and People.  The videos are designed to 
inspire and will be accompanied by a few suggestions of things that people could try 
themselves.

◦ There will also be a background video on ‘Why pray?’ with personal reflections 
from people – particularly to help those who perhaps haven’t reflected on the nature 
and range of prayer.  

•	 Saturday	16	January	–	discussion	and	reflection	together

◦ We will host sessions on the Saturday to bring people together to hear more 
about prayer and have a chance (in breakout rooms) to discuss what they have tried/
learned/experimented with during the week. This will also be a chance to reinforce the 
materials that are available to support them in developing patterns of prayer.

◦ As always, the sessions will encourage people across a particular archdeaconry 
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area to gather together but will be open to all. When people sign up to the Archdeaconry 
Days they will receive the joining instructions, which will include an option to join by 
UK phone number.

■ * 10.00am to 11.00 am – hosted by the Archdeacon of Bath

■ * 11.30am to 12.30pm – hosted by the Archdeacon of Wells

■ * 2.00pm to 3.00pm – hosted by the Archdeacon of Taunton

We will be providing a simple guide for groups with ideas to help any regular home/
prayer/Bible study groups make the journey through the week together

You may sign up here: www.bathandwells.org.uk/2020/09/ad-days-2021/ to ensure 
that you receive all the materials and links at the right time. 

We know that the effects of Covid continue to be extremely demanding for people. We 
hope that this offering early in the New Year will mean that you have a good resource 
with which you can start 2021 in a spirit of prayer and togetherness, without having to 
do the preparation yourself. 

If you have any questions about this event, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
Julia Hill julia.hill@bathwells.anglican.org who will be able to answer most questions.

Advent	is	HERE	and	it’s	time	for	Advent	Book	Club!	
This year, we have two fantastic books to choose from:

	 “Into	 the	 Heart	 of	 Advent:	 Twenty-five	 Conversations	 with	 Jesus” by	 Penelope	
Wilcock.  .	.	.	.	OR	.	.	.	.	

“Comings	 and	 Goings:	 Retracing	 the	 Christmas	 Story	 through	 Place	 and	 Time”	 by	
Gordon	Giles	

Now,	for	the	when	and	where:

“Into	the	Heart	of	Advent” will	be	presented	via	ZOOM	on	Tuesdays,	for	four	weeks,	
commencing		1st	December.	We are offering two groups:

2pm Group to be led by Jane Rees

7:30 pm Group to be led by Louise Southgate

“Comings	and	Goings” will	be	 led	by	Martin	Collett	on	Wednesday	mornings.	This	
Group	 is	 POSTPONED,	 until	 further	 notice,	 pending government announcements 
concerning lockdown restrictions. 

If you would like more information about the books, how to order them and any other 
details, please do not hesitate to contact Martin, Jane or Louise using the details at the 
front of the magazine. 

Join us! These groups are for everyone. We look forward to seeing you!
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DECEMBER                Some suggestions you might like to include in your daily prayers. 
1 
 

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for 
Christmas. Quieten our hearts and minds as we prepare to celebrate. 

2 
 
 

We pray for Exmoor deanery, especially for the Exmoor Youth Project. We pray for Jess and Lynne, the 
project workers, as they seek new opportunities to live and tell the gospel. 

3 A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ So we pray for the space to listen to 
God’s voice during this season of Advent. 

4 As the church remembers John of Damascus, we pray for all those who minister through liturgy and art, 
especially icon painters and artists. 

5 We pray for the world that lives but has yet to experience life in all its fullness. The world that loves, but has 
yet to meet with the source of all love. The world that forever seeks, but stumbles in its searching. 

6 
2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

We pray for all new Priests and Readers in the Diocese as they prepare for the challenges a busy Christmas 
brings. 

7 As the church remembers Ambrose, Teacher of the Faith, we pray for all those who teach theology, especially 
as they seek new ways to deliver learning online.   

8 
 

Lord Jesus, during Advent, may we share with you in longing for restoration and renewal and may we be 
watchful for the light that breaks through the darkness of our world. 

9 Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people, who trust in your love. By your coming, 
raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as in heaven, where you live and reign with the Father 
and the Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

10 On this, International Human Rights Day, we pray for those who suffer at the hands of others, have little 
access to housing, food or education and for those campaigning on behalf of others.  

11 
 

We pray for Bishop Peter, that God will bring him wholeness and healing, and for Bishop Ruth as she adjusts 
her priorities as acting diocesan bishop. 

12 We give thanks for our honorary assistant bishops and their generous offering of themselves to help and 
support during this period. 

13 
3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

We pray for school governors as they serve their local schools and especially for foundation governors from 
our parishes. 

14 On this, Christmas jumper day, we pray for God’s joy to abound in our lives and that this would be a season 
of fun and laughter. 

15 We pray for all Readers preparing and leading Christmas services. Be with them as they find new ways of 
telling the story of Jesus' birth. 

16 Lord Jesus, light of the world, the prophets said you would bring peace and save your people in trouble. Give 
peace in our hearts at Christmas and show all the world God’s love. 

17 We pray for all the residents of Abbeyfield House and Hanover Court, and for the dedicated staff and carers 
who work to support them.  

18 On International Migrants Day we pray for all those who are misplaced from their homes, who seek safety, 
shelter and a better life. 

19 We give thanks for all those who serve using their administrative skills, in parishes, the cathedral and the 
diocesan offices in Wells. 
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20 
4th Sunday of 

Advent 

We pray today for all parishes that are in vacancy, may they be sustained through the challenges, find this a 
fruitful period of reflection and find the right person to minister alongside them. 

21 There is a winter in all of our lives, a chill and darkness that makes us yearn for days that have gone. May we 
put our hope in the creator God and days yet to be. 

22 
 

We lift to God everyone who finds this time of year difficult, be it due to current circumstance or experiences 
in the past. May God bring peace beyond understanding.  

23 O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all our hearts in this profound mystery of 
Christmas. Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they sometimes seek so desperately 
and which you alone can give to them. (Pope John XXIII) 

24 
Christmas 

Eve 

As most people begin a few days of holiday, we pray for those who continue to serve and work throughout 
Christmas week, may they find joy in their giving. 

25 
Christmas 

Day 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, born in David’s city of Bethlehem, born like him to be a king: be born in our 
hearts at Christmas, be King of our lives today and every day. 

26 For the desert places in which we walk, the streets we roam, the paths we cross, guide our feet, take us to 
places, where you would go. 

27 As the church celebrates John the Evangelist, we pray for new opportunities to tell God’s story to those we 
meet and for creativity as we share our message of hope.  

28 As the church remembers ‘The Holy Innocents’, we pray for parents who have lost a child; bring them 
comfort and peace.  

29 
 

We give thanks for our Cathedral, for the Dean, Chapter, staff and volunteers who make it a welcoming and 
hospitable space for worshippers and visitors.  

30 As another year draws to a close, we take this opportunity to thank God for the past year – for all we have 
seen, heard and experienced that has drawn us closer to God.  

31 Dear God, thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that you've allowed into our lives this 
past year, the good along with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you and rely on 
your presence filling us every single day. 

 

Please book your 
place for the two 

Christmas services 
at All Saints by 
contacting the 

Parish Office (details 
in the front of the 

magazine)

Crib Service

The Crib Service 
this year will be in 
the Churchyard at 

All Saints - weather 
permitting.
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Frances	Mabel	Newton
(Francie)	1922	-	2020

The funeral service took place at 
All Saints, Dulverton on Friday 20th 
November of Francie Newton.  She 
died at Eastleigh Care Home, South 
Molton on 4th November at the grand 
age of 98. 

Francie was born at Barbrook, Nr 
Lynton and at the age of about 9 she 
moved with her family to Withycombe 
Farm, Winsford where she lived for 
many years. She came to  Dulverton in 
1971 when she married Fred Newton 
and they lived at 40 Jury Road. Fred 
died in 1987 and Francie continued 
to live there until Dec 2000 when 
she moved to Woodland View at 
Brushford until March 2003. She then 
spent several years at Abbeyfield, 
Dulverton before eventually moving 
to Eastleigh. 

During her years at Dulverton she 
was an active member of Dulverton 
and Brushford Mother’s Union, 
and thoroughly enjoyed singing as 
a member of All Saints’ Choir. She 
leaves a stepdaughter, step grandson 
and stepson plus numerous nephews 
and nieces. 

RIP Auntie.

Margaret Rawle

Juliet’s	2km	
Swimathon	-	Update

Due to Covid-19, I am unable to carry 
out the challenge. But having completed 
a 90 minute swim of 168 lengths (2km) 
in a 30 foot pool during August (without 
touching the bottom or sides, as if it were 
in the Reservoir), the laps in fact were 
completed. If you are happy to keep your 
commitment to this cause, you need do 
nothing. However, if you would like to be 
re-reimbursed, please do let me know.
To date the appeal has raised £2000+ for 
St. Nicholas’ Church Tower in Brushford, 
as well as the other churches in our 
benefice, and I am most grateful.
For any further donations, I believe 
the JustGiving site will stay open until 
the end of 2020: www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding /jul iet-gosl ingbrown. 
Alternatively, you may make your cheque 
payable to Brushford PCC.
For further details, please e-mail: 
goslingbrown@btinternet.com

Thank you for your support!
Juliet Gosling Brown



12

Warden	tells	tales	
Well December is going to be different this year! 

This year has been difficult for most people. The Covid-19 
pandemic, Brexit, floods, climate change, our rector and 
assistant priest leaving, and I could go on! 2020 has not been 

kind to many people but it has shown us some kind people too. People who have 
helped supported and cared for others in this most difficult time.

As I write this in ‘lockdown’, we are wondering what Christmas this year is going to 
be like. One thing is for certain: we will be having Christmas! Christ was born and God 
came to earth in human form - Emanuel (God with us). You cannot forget something 
like that, Covid-19 or not!

We may not be able to celebrate as we would like but we will find some way to 
celebrate! Celebrating Christmas is a full part of church life and we are struggling this 
year to know what we can do, and what we cannot do. Trying to plan the events for 
this Christmas is like trying to nail jelly to a wall! We are working hard to try and make 
some events work, and to do a number of things to help everyone celebrate Christmas: 

• We are planning a Crib Service to take place on the afternoon of Christmas Eve … 
from the church porch, and further outside (the crib will be in the church porch this 
year for all to visit and see).

• We are planning a Christmas Eve service at 6pm, with communion…lockdown 
permitting... inside. If not we will devise something different. Please do note that, sadly, 
there won’t be the traditional Midnight service on Christmas Eve this year.

• We are planning a Christmas morning Service… lockdown permitting.

• There will be broadcast services, advent activities, introduction to advent Art, and 
Advent Music events, throughout advent on Facebook Church (see below for details). 
We will be working with other churches and denominations to do this.

• If we cannot sing, we will be playing live music or recorded Music. We will have 
Christmas trees lights, and banners and posters all declaring this magical time of year.

• Church will be open for private prayer. Christmas will happen!

• Finally, please be aware that you	 will	 need	 to	 book	 your	 place	 for	 any	 of	 the	
Christmas	 services	 should	 you	wish	 to	 attend. All details included here are correct 
at the time of printing, but may be subject to change in accordance with any Covid 
measures put in place after lockdown. So do keep an eye out for notices advertising 
any changes, such as at the lychgate, church porch, via Pew news or posters elsewhere.

The year has also been a struggle because we have lost our Rector and our Assistant 
Priest. We have managed to keep going but the workload on all those at Church has 
increased. The Ministry team have been kept so busy: they are all unpaid volunteers, 
and without them worship life would be so difficult. We thank them all: Louise, Jane, 
Martin our assistant curate, and Juliet; along with other lay service leaders. We thank 
the PCCs who have had to meet online or by telephone to keep churches going. 
Wardens, the church administrator and treasurer (Debbie), sidesmen, flower arrangers, 
cleaners, organists, clock winders, bell ringers, and all those that help keep the church 
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alive in their communities.

The PCC has been so busy dealing with changes in response to directions from 
Government, directive after directive. We have had to respond financially, too. Our 
church has lost funding over this year. We have lost quite a lot of income. We are now 
spending more than we are taking in. This is because we want to support people at this 
difficult time, and also contribute to the ‘Parish Share’ (a levy placed upon us by the 
diocese). We are going to have a big push in raising money when this covid situation 
is over. We want our church to be there for you: in times of joy and sorrow and those 
important milestone events of life - births, marriages and deaths. At present, it is the 
church congregation keeping it here, but they cannot manage it all by themselves. We 
would be a much poorer community without the church present.

Let us hope the New Year will bring, most importantly, health and then wealth. Let 
us hope we can be released to enjoy life in all its fullness. That we can rejoice and 
celebrate as things improve.

Over the time between now and the New Year, there is much to do. We will shortly be 
advertising for a new rector for the benefice. A shared resource: living in Dulverton but 
with responsibility for the whole benefice. We have put together a ‘Parish Profile’, or 
prospectus, through the hard work of a group of wardens and lay people. We trust we 
will be able to recruit a new rector; but the most important thing is to appoint the right 
person for the post, whomever he or she may be. And not to appoint if we cannot find 
the right person.

During December and January, we shall be continuing to pray and petition God for 
help, support, comfort, and strength to continue our work. Please remember our 
Church (the people), and our benefice churches, in your prayers. Remember that if you 
would like to join in Facebook Church, you would be most welcome! There are certainly 
lots of things to see, hear and do. The weekly Pew News is also available throughout 
this time, with readings, prayers, activities, information, and encouragement. If you 
currently don’t get a copy, send your e-mail to the Parish Office and we will e-mail it 
out in glorious technicolour for you! As Christmas approaches, we will also try and get 
some children’s activities in it.

Please see the links below:

• Facebook Dulverton Area Churches -- Covid 19 Response   

 www.facebook.com/groups/224024855679107/ 

• Pew News: Parish office, e-mail contact:  allsaintsdulverton@gmail.com

All that now remains is to wish you a Joyous Christmas, and a healthy and very happy 
New Year.

May the joy of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
The worship of the wise men

And the peace of the Christ child be yours,
this Christmas.

Amen
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Roger L Hammond
Architectural Designer

 rl.hammond@btinternet.com

If you would
like to advertise
in this magazine,
please contact

advertisingdulvertonparishmag@
gmail.com
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TAKING YOUR
NEEDS INTO

ACCOUNT
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NEWS	FROM	YOUR	VILLAGE	AGENT

- More support than ever before for Carers! 

We have some exciting service news for you! CCS have merged our Carers Agent and 
Village Agent teams so ALL 55+ agents can now support unpaid Carers in Somerset.

The Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown resulted in CCS Agents changing 
their approach to be ‘whole population’ focused. This was important for families as 
it meant there was one point of contact within the CCS team and no need to repeat 
explanations of their needs and situation. The model worked brilliantly, and as a result 
CCS Agents have supported over 7,000 Carers since the end of March 2020, clearly 
demonstrating that the One Family - One Agent approach was working to reach more 
unpaid Carers than ever.

CCS is delighted to announce that from September, all Carers Agents will become Village 
Agents and all existing Village Agents are ready to support unpaid Carers in Somerset. 
Now there are a lot more people available to support the unpaid Carer in Somerset.

You may not even recognise yourself as a Carer as you may look after someone 
infrequently, or informally, but we are here to help you whether you care for your 
spouse, child, friend or relative. To have a chat about how we can support you in your 
caring role, call 0800 31 68 600, text ‘Carer’ to 78070 or visit the dedicated Carers 
website www.somersetcarers.org
 
- Rehome a Phone!
Do you have an unused smartphone lying around?
By donating an unused phone to us, YOU can help reduce loneliness and isolation 
for a person in Somerset.  We will be facing a very different Christmas this year with 
a reduction in the usual festive activities, and the possibility of family gathering 
restrictions, so we are focusing on re-homing as many of these phones our into the 
community as possible to keep families and friends in touch with each other over the 
festive period. 
We had a brilliant response to our last ‘Rehome-a-phone’ campaign - so many people 
in need in Somerset have benefitted from a donated device. One person who received 
a handset said “You have made my day. This will help me feel not so lonely and I will 
even be able to do my food shopping online now as I’m house bound and can’t get out”. 
We will:

·	 refurbish the phone

·	 remove any personal data

·	 provide the new owner with a SIM card

·	 support them to use the phone with video tutorials and install apps  
 that will help them to keep in touch with their loved ones.
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To donate, please contact our Village Agent Ellie Bishop on email: ellieb@somersetrcc.
org.uk or call her on 07985 748910

- Talking Cafes Online
Sadly, we are still unable to bring Talking Cafes back to physical venues and we miss 
all our clients so much! However, we are still live streaming every day at 11am on our 
Facebook Live page and have recently celebrated our 100th broadcast.  Catch up with 
Talking Café Live at the link: https://www.facebook.com/talkingcafesomerset/ 
And if you are not on Facebook you can now watch previous Talking Cafes on YouTube 
here:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5goIPHD91Ie4VDI5NMJdrQ 

Recent Talking Cafes covered Art Therapy, Coping with Grief and changes to our 
Somerset Waste recycling schemes! You can comment on the YouTube videos if you 
have any questions and someone will get in touch with an answer. We hope you enjoy 
them, let us know what you think!

YOUR	VILLAGE	AGENTS

CCS want to assure local communities that the Somerset Village Agents continue to be 
available to support you and as we are set up to work remotely from home we will 
continue to be on hand to give advice by phone or email.  

Please do contact your local Village Agent if you have any questions or need support.  
Your West Somerset Village Agent team are here to help.

Your	Village	Agents:
Jane Lillis, Village Agent West Somerset
Tel: 07958 415270 Email: janel@somersetrcc.org.uk

Ellie Bishop, Village Agent West Somerset
Tel: 07985 748910  
Email: ellieb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

OAK - ASH - BEECH
ALDER - BIRCH - HAZEL

SYCAMORE, etc.
(No Fir)

Ideal for wood burners,

open fires

solid fuel Rayburn and Agas.

£70 or £120 Trailer Loads
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    CHRISTMAS SERVICES SCHEDULE [....Enlarged text version] 

 Thursday 24 December 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Purple 

Friday 25 December 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

White 
 

Dulverton 2.30pm Crib Service 
(Outside only – NB Weather 

permitting) 
 

6pm Christmas Eve Eucharist MC 
(NB *No Midnight service*) 

 
9.30 Christmas Day Eucharist 

MC 

 
Brushford 

 
No Service 11.00 Eucharist 

Revd J. Thorogood 

Brompton Regis 
 

6pm Family Christmas Service LS 11.00 Comm by Extn JR 

Skilgate No Service 9.30 Comm by Extn LS 

Upton No Service No Service 

Withiel Florey No Service No Service 
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Please note
All services are subject to change depending on the 

Government guidance at the time.
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TONY BROOKE
CARPETS & FLOORING

Carpet, Vinyl, Flotex, Naturals, LVT,
Wet Rooms, Safety Flooring, Wood,

Rugs, Mats and More.
Domestic and commercial

2 -4

Fax and Files 
15 Westexe South 

Tiverton, Devon  EX16 5DQ 
 

Tel: 01884 254254 
 

E-mail: dawn@faxandfiles.eclipse.co.uk 

Photocopying (Black & White and Colour) 

Typing (inc. CV’s, Letters, Documents, Menus) 
Business Cards (inc Loyalty and Appointment Cards) 
Letterheads, Compliment Slips  
Posters (A4 & A3), Flyers (A6 & A5) 
Menus - Booklets - 3-Fold Leaflets  
Roller Banners - Comb Binding 
Laminating - Scanning - Faxing 



20

Please note
All services are subject to change depending on the 

Government guidance at the time.

 

 

DECEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE  [....Enlarged text version] 

 
Sunday 6 December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Purple 

Sunday 13 December 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Purple 
 

Sunday 20 December 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Purple 

Sunday 27 December 
1st Sunday of Christmas  

White 

 
Dulverton 

 
9.30am Eucharist MC 

9.30am Church Family 
Service JGB & Lay Worship 

Leaders 

 
9.30am Eucharist 
Revd Hugh Allen 

 
11am Comm by Extn  

LS 
 

Brushford St Nicholas,  
Patronal Festival 
11am Matins JR 

Isa 61:1-3   Mk 10:13-16 

 
11am Eucharist MC  

Wed 16 Dec 6pm  
Compline 

 
3pm Christmas Service 

JE & FN 
 

 
No Service 

 

 
Brompton Regis 

 

11am Eucharist  
Revd Andrew Hazlewood 

Wed 9 Dec 6pm  
Compline 

 
11am Comm by Extn JR 

 

 
6pm Christmas Service 

JR 

 
 No Service 

 
Skilgate 

 

 
No Service 3pm Family Service  

IT 5pm Carol Service MC No Service 

 
Upton No Service No Service 

 
11am Carol Service LS  No Service 

 
Withiel Florey No Service 

 
No Service 3pm Carol Service  

EL & CL No Service 
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Please note there is

NO
Midnight service on Christmas Eve 

this year
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JANUARY 2021 - SERVICE SCHEDULE [....Enlarged text version] 

 Sunday 3 January 
Epiphany 

White 

Sunday 10 January 
Baptism of Christ  

White 

Sunday 17 January 
2nd Sun of Epiphany 

White 

Sunday 24 January 
3rd Sun of Epiphany 

White 

Sunday 31 January 
Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple - Candlemas 
White 

 
 

Dulverton 
9.30am Eucharist MC 

9.30am Eucharist  
Revd Caroline Ralph 

(Area Dean) 

9.30am Matins  
Lay Worship Leaders  

 

9.30am Eucharist  
Revd Andrew 

Hazlewood  

9.30am Eucharist  
Revd John Thorogood 

 

 
Brushford 11am Eucharist  

Revd John Rogers 
11am BCP Eucharist 

MC 
11am Service for the 

Church Family 
 Lay Worship Leaders 

11am Eucharist 
 Revd Andrew 

Hazlewood  

11am Eucharist  
 Revd John Thorogood 
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Revd John Thorogood 
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Withiel Florey 

 
No Service 

 

 
No Service 
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No Service 

 
No Service 

Principal Service 
Readings Ephesians 3.1-12 

Matthew 2.1-12 
Acts 19.1-7 

Mark 1.4-11  
Revelation 5.1-10 

John 1.43-51 
Revelation 19.6-10 

John 2.1-11 
Hebrews 2.14-18 

Luke 2.22-40 
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LAURENCE BECKFORD
MEMORIAL ARTIST

HEADSTONES
MEMORIALS

Individually designed and hand carved in Dulverton
Refurbishment of existing headstones and memorials

including painting and gilding
0772 4452 961

www.beckfordsartworks.co.uk laurencebeckford@hotmail.com
Full member of the Master Carvers Association ( M.C.A )
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Exmoor Studios - latest!
Despite all of the constantly-changing restrictions during 
2020 - notably with regard to the performing arts - it has 
also proved, unexpectedly, to be a year of opportunity, with 
new creative projects to coming to the fore. Dulverton’s 
brand new Exmoor Studios (situated at the Old Bank, 6 
Bank Square) is no exception, working full-steam-ahead 
to open its doors to local residents, with a Premiere 
performance planned for later in January 2021.
Director, Steve Hall, writes: “We have a one-act play by J.M. Barrie called The Twelve 
Pound Look opening on 22nd January. Please email: thebankartscentre@gmail.com 
(or look at the website: www.exmoorstudios.com) for further details. Subject to Covid 
restrictions.”

“Sir James M. Barrie is rated as the foremost English 
dramatist of the day; and his plays, taken together, make 
the most significant contribution to English drama since 
Sheridan. Practically his entire life has been given to the 
writing of novels and plays, many of the latter having their 
heroines conceived especially for Maude Adams, one of 
America’s greatest actresses. He was born in Kirriemuir, 
Scotland, in 1860. He received his education at Dumfries 
and Edinburgh University. His first work in journalism and 
letters was done at Nottingham, but soon he took up his 
work in London, where he now resides.

Sir James M. Barrie’s literary labors have been very fruitful. 
His The Professor’s Love Story, The Little Minister, Quality 
Street, The Admirable Crichton, Peter Pan, What Every 
Woman Knows, and Alice Sit-by-the-Fire are well known to 
every one.

In 1914 there appeared a volume of one-act plays, Half 
Hours, the most important of which is The Twelve-Pound 
Look. And in 1918 appeared a volume, Echoes of the War, 
the most important one-act play therein being The Old 
Lady Shows Her Medals.

Barrie is a great playwright because he is so thoroughly 
human. All the little whimsicalities, sentiments, little loves, and heart-longings of human 
beings are ever present in his plays. He is no reformer, no propagandist. He appeals to the 
emotions rather than to the intellect. He continues the romantic tradition in English drama 
and gives us plays that are wholesome, tender, and human. And with all this, he has the 
added saving grace of a most absorbing humor.

While Barrie is not a devotee of the well-made play, his The Twelve-Pound Look is one 
of the most nearly perfect one-act plays of contemporary drama. His interest in human 
personalities is not more manifest in any of his plays than in Lady Sims and ‘Sir’ Harry Sims 
in this play.”                                      Courtesy of www.classic-literature.co.uk (public domain)

THE	TWELVE-POUND	LOOK	PLAY 
by SIR JAMES M. BARRIE 

Introduction from Contemporary One-Act Plays, published 1922: 
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Gavin Garnett
 Plastering  General Building  Mini Digger Hire
 Dry Lining  Painting & Decorating  Rendering

07808 523348   01884 563396
garnettplasteringandbuilding@gmail.com

Local Independent Family Company

Caring with compassion

Pre-paid funeral plans

Private dedicated 

Chapel of Rest

01643 703111
Mart Road, Minehead

24 Hour Service covering 
all of West Somerset

Established and family run since 1926
undertaking all aspects of

carpentry and joinery
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WWW.FINEMEMORIALS.CO.UK

ACCREDITED COMPANY



28

Real, traditional

For orders and information please visit:

www.pixtonchristmas.co.uk
Tel: 01398 331 724 

Email: pixtonchristmas@gmail.com 

FREE delivery to your home
Beautiful, non needle drop Nordmann Fir 

4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 foot trees available
Grown and delivered by an ethical, local company

Order Online
For FREE home delivery or;

Pick Your Own
Be welcomed to our nursery and choose your own 
tree with help from our warm and friendly staff.

pixtonchristmas.co.uk

A generous percentage of our proceeds are donated to 
the NHS Partnership Trust 

We also support the NHS Staff Discount Scheme

Pixton Woodlands Ltd, South Molton Road, Bampton, Devon, EX16 9HU

*T’s & C’s 
may apply

THANK
YOU!

DETAILS 

ONLINE
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Lee Ringrose
Garden & fielD 

Services
Mowing - Ride-on mower 

for large gardens
Paddock topping 

 Hedge cutting
Strimming

Weed control (licensed sprayer)
Call: 01398 371127 / 07764 410198

Email: leeringrose@ymail.com

Dulverton Food Bank 
– December Update
This month has been a busy one for 
the Food Bank. We have received a 
large number of food items and have 
sent out in the region of 40 boxes of 
food to local people. We have also 
received more very generous financial 
donations so once again an enormous 
‘thank you’ to all of you who have been 
and are supporting the Food Bank. 

We are having to slightly alter our 
donation places in the town once 
again. The food donation places are 
now:

n  The Co-op
n  The Receptions of both Dulverton  
 Schools
n  Sixpenny Buckle on Jury Road 
 (where the lovely Puttock family  
 live)
n  Bilboa House (opposite the   
 Pet Shop, where the equally lovely 
 Davenport family live!) 

There is a plastic box outside Bilboa 
House and by the front door of 
Sixpenny Buckle labelled ‘Food 
Bank Donations’ for you to pop your 
donations of food into.

 Christmas is nearly upon us and the 
Food Bank team are hoping to be able 
to put festive goodies into each box 
along with the usual food items. We 
are delivering boxes mainly to families 
with  children so if you are planning to 
donate Christmas related items please 
can you aim them at them.

Finally we have decided to give a 
Christmas present to each Primary 

school aged child in 
Dulverton and the 
surrounding area (the 
Dulverton schools 
catchment area).

We are doing this 
in conjunction with the Dulverton 
Schools Association. Your generous 
financial donations have made this 
possible. Hopefully we will be able to 
get a picture of  the elves wrapping the 
presents into the next edition of the 
Parish Magazine !!

Wishing you all a very Happy 
Christmas from the team at the Food 
Bank.

Jenny Barker, 
Food Bank
Co-ordinator
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West	Somerset	Food	
Cupboard	Newsletter

Dear Friends,

We currently have very full cupboards! I 
have not needed to do any extra shopping 
for some time now but I am aware that 
demand is likely to increase as lockdown 
kicks in, so we are keeping a close eye on 
our stocks. I am very grateful to all those of 
you who have been delivering donations to 
the food cupboard and do so on a regular 
basis. We do still have excess amounts of 
pasta, beans and cereal, soup and tea so 
please let people know if you can, as we 
are struggling to store the quantities we 
have.

Our thoughts are now turning towards 
Christmas and the extra boxes and bags 
that will be needed, especially this year. 
I am already receiving requests from one 
or two agencies for a number of boxes to 
distribute in time for Christmas. Apart from 
the usual items that go into the boxes, at 
Christmas there are extra items requested 
to help clients have a better time over the 
holiday:

Christmas	puddings					Mince	pies 
Christmas	cakeTins/boxes	of	sweet	and	

savoury	biscuits 
Shortbread			Chocolates	and	sweets 

Ham					Pickles                                             

With the impact of COVID-19 and the 
colder weather, I do expect the demand to 
rise further so your donations are all much 
needed. We will be packing the Christmas 
boxes on the 14th and 15th December so 
that they are ready for agencies to collect 
and distribute in time for Christmas. This 
means that any donations specifically for 
Christmas really need to be with us during 
the previous week.

In the meantime currently we have 
shortages of: tinned cold meats, fruit juice 
and tinned potatoes. Thank you all again 
for your support.

Food parcels so far this year - 1252

Ann Gibbs,   Co-ordinator

Through the dark times
Sir Ranulph Fiennes, who lives on one 
of Exmoor’s highest hill farms, is widely 
regarded as the world’s greatest living 
explorer. He explains what keeps him 
going in some of his toughest moments 
– and shares a few lockdown tips below.
-What kept you going through your 
toughest challenges?
At a time when we were making our 
living by trying to break world records, 
my late wife Ginny decided we could 
go round the earth vertically without 
flying, 52000 miles. It involved things 
which had not been done, like crossing 
Antarctica, which is bigger than 
America. We had an eight month period 
of darkness, living in a tiny hut under 
the snow, it was quite difficult from time 
to time. One of the things which was 
very helpful was my wife’s pet Jack 
Russell Bothy, who kept us amused by 
just playing ball, for example. We just 
had to learn to be patient. I wouldn’t 
dare to give lessons on being patient, 
but I know it’s worth doing!
-What advice would you give for 
people for coping with a Christmas 
in Covid times?
Some people who are accustomed to 
living alone have worked out a daily 
schedule, whether half an hour of TV, 
cooking, walking, going to sleep at a 
certain time. That sounds boring but it 
can help hugely against depression.
Phoning someone up can make a day 
much more survivable. You can be 
ingenious: get a window box, paint, 
inside or outside, little things like that 
– try very hard to make yourself aim 
at something. That can make all the 
difference.
-How will you cope this Christmas?
Christmas is going to be difficult for 
many, many people. I always say 
if you’re feeling despondent, read 
the Economist: it’ll tell you what is 
happening to everyone else in the 
world. Everything is relative! 
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Subject to the lifting of lockdown restrictions on December 2, the 
Regal plans to reopen with a matinee screening of A Christmas Carol 
(Cert PG), at 2.30pm	on	Saturday	December	5, hot on the heels of its 
UK cinema release.  The show will be open to the public and marks 
the beginning of a programme of Christmas screenings to run through 

the following weeks.
‘I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the 
Past, the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will 
not shut out the lessons that they teach!’
This special film presentation to celebrate Christmas is based on the novel by Charles 
Dickens and voiced by a cast of leading actors, including Simon Russell Beal, Martin 
Freeman and Carey Mulligan.
A Victorian family prepares a paper theatre for a performance of A Christmas Carol. The 
audience enters the imagination of one of the children and soon the cardboard stage 
transforms to reveal a magical world containing real dancers and stylised sets. The 
classic tale unfolds in a rich and absorbing tapestry of drama featuring sumptuous 
visual effects which are inspired by the techniques of early cinema. In a twist of format, 
characters are portrayed by dancers and voiced by actors. The mix of danced action and 
spoken narration brings fresh dimension to Dickens’ characters and poetic language, 
while remaining true to the beauty of the original narrative.
Tickets will go on sale nearer the screening date costing £7.50 (£5.50 - Regal Film Society 
members, Friends of the Regal, full-time students and unemployed) and booking details 
will be available from the Regal Theatre website www.regaltheatre.co.uk and published 
in the local press.
Regal Theatre volunteers have taken great care to implement government guidelines 
to ensure that audiences and volunteers are protected, with safety precautions 
and practical social distancing measures in place. Many of those who have already 
attended events since the reopening of the Regal gave very positive feedback about 
their experience, saying they felt confident that their safety was given utmost priority. 
Everyone is also asked to use the hand sanitiser provided and wear a face mask on 
entering the theatre.  
Unfortunately, it is not possible to offer online booking and the theatre bar will not be 
open for refreshments until further notice.

Art for Advent
Do you love art? Unfortunately, opportunities to visit galleries is one thing that 
so many of us have really been missing this year! Well, we have an answer!

“Dulverton Area Churches” are delighted to bring to you “Art for Advent”.
Each week during Advent, Frances Harrison has kindly agreed to present a 
well-known painting and explain its finer points and deeper meaning to us. An 
experienced teacher of art history, many of you will know Frances and may have 
attended some of her talks. You will know this is an opportunity not to be missed!
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News	from	the	Exmoor	Pony	Centre
We would like to say a massive thank you to all who have supported us since we 
reopened in July, your support has been gratefully received by the charity and the 
ponies. We are now closed to the public for the Winter months; but even though 

there will not be any visitors, the staff will be here looking after the ponies and handling 
the new foal intake. We had planned to run some foal handling sessions but now with the 
lockdown this will not be possible – we hope to try and move it online instead.
Our ‘Wildlife at Night’ event, part of the Dark Skies Festival, was fully booked and everyone 
enjoyed being with our lovely ponies and discovering some of Exmoor’s night-time wildlife, 
even if it was a little damp, before warming up with marshmallows and hot chocolate.
During November, we are running an Online Auction on our Facebook page. Please take a 
look to see if anything takes your fancy, as all proceeds will go to looking after the ponies 
during the Winter months. There is a wide variety of items and experiences to choose from.
Hay! Exmoor Ponies - a date for your diaries!
This year The Moorland Mousie Trust is taking part in The Big Give Christmas Challenge 2020 
1st-8th December - www.thebiggive.org.uk/s/christmas-challenge - to raise £2500 toward 
keeping our ponies fed this winter. Please consider a donation to help Exmoor Ponies this 
winter. The appeal takes place in the first week of December, from 12pm, 1st - 12pm, 
8th December 2020, and all donations need to be received in this week to count. More 
details about our appeal can be found at: www.donate.thebiggive.org.uk/campaign/
a051r00001fFt9jAAC
Christmas will soon be upon us and we have cards and calendars for sale in our online shop 
via our website. Cards are £4 (pack of ten) and the 2021 Calendar is a bargain at £7.50; all 
featuring Exmoor Pony photographs taken at the Centre, on the Moor and on conservation 
grazing sites throughout the UK. We had hoped to keep our shop open a few afternoons a 
week but this will now not be possible. You can always ring the office to purchase cards and 
calendars too. Every penny goes to help our ponies.
Very best wishes to all our friends and supporters, please stay in contact with us via our 
social media platforms. Let’s stick together during these tricky times.
Website:  www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/TheExmoorPonyCentre
Email:   info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk Tel: 01398 323093

“Art for Advent” sessions will be 
presented via ZOOM at 2:30 p.m. on the 
four Wednesdays of Advent: 2nd, 9th, 16th 
and 23rd December.  Mark your calendar!
Everyone is invited to these events! 
For more details and Zoom Links, please 
contact:  Louise Southgate 01398-341553 /  
email: m.l.southgate@btinternet.com OR Beth 
McDowell on emcdowe@gmail.com OR Ed 
Thompson email: canu45@hotmail.co.uk
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MACULAR	SOCIETY	EXMOOR		SUPPORT	GROUP	
The Macular Society has given millions of Pounds from our membership 
fees, donations and legacies to support research into ‘beating Macular 
Degenerations’. The main Universities involved are: Southampton, 
Moorfield in London and Birmingham University. Though it will take 
some time till these efforts will come to fruition and be available to MD 
patients, first research and test results sound promising. Let me tell you 
about some of them:

·	 Work is going on to create a cell culture for each patient. 
The patient’s skin cells are used as they are the closest to the cells 
of the macula (the central part of the retina). There is security 
that the patient’s own cells will not be rejected. 
Once the skin cells have multiplied, they will be injected into the 
macula, where they are expected to continue to multiply and 
restore the patient’s vision. This research project is at stage 3 
(the last stage) of rigorous testing with thousands of sufferers. 
We all hope that this research project will be available within 3 
to 5 years, once all tests have been concluded and funding has 
been approved by NICE, the Government’s arm of the NHS.
·	 Scientists are researching the possibility of correcting the 
genetic predisposition of sufferers of MD, which is hereditary. 
The researchers are seeking to eliminate the MD defective gene 
and replace it with a healthy one. This treatment, it is hoped, will 
be available in c.10 years.
·	 For the near future, Bristol University are developing 
a Smart Phone App for patients, who have to go into hospital 
to find out whether they need another Lucentis injection in 
order to stop bleeding into the macula. This is time consuming 
for patients and ophthalmologist and clogs up hospital waiting 
rooms. This new App, once approved and downloaded on your 
Smart phone, will take a picture of the back of your eye and will 
send it to your ophthalmologist who will read it and let you know 
whether indeed you need another injection.

There is much hope and excitement about all this ingenious research 
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work. For now at least, we can count on the help, advice and support 
of the Macular Society and their Support Groups, to cope with the 
condition.
We have every reason to be optimistic knowing that so many people are 
working on our behalf. 
Royce and I wish you a happy Christmas, and, if you need advice  or 
simply a chat, feel free to ring us any time.

With all best wishes.
Marion and Royce Lindsey-Noble. Tel: 01398 371 450

Forum	21	-	Help	with	energy	bills,	heating	&	home	
improvements

As winter approaches, we can advise on ways to reduce your heating costs. 
The Surviving Winter grants will be available again for people over 50 on 
low incomes who find it hard to pay winter bills. We can also help with 
the Warm Home Discount from your energy supplier, for eligible people, 
and low cost logs from our community woodland. If you are thinking of 
switching, we can also let you know which companies are not in the warm 
home discount scheme.

In addition, a number of home improvement grants are now available 
offering a variety of measures to make houses more energy efficient, 
and we can let you know how they work and how to apply for them. The 
Eco and Eco flexible grant schemes offer various types of insulation and 
improvements to heating systems for people on low incomes. Some offers 
are free, and others may need a contribution from another source of money; 
and they must be installed by an accredited installer in order to get the 
funding. Home owners get more help, but tenants can also apply. The new 
Government Warm Homes grants (up to £5000 or £10000), have introduced 
funding for measures that were not previously available: for example, old 
homes that could not use the loft and cavity wall grants, and for people who 
want to install renewable heating systems such as heat pumps. Secondary 
measures, such as glazing and doors, may also be included. However, care 
must be taken to ensure that the company used is part of the scheme and 
that the work done will not lead to higher bills because it was not suitable 
for that property. These grants are not means tested. 

For further information, contact: 
Hester 01643 821768  /  hestertavens@yahoo.co.uk



36

• Friendly and personal service assured
• Up to 6 hours a day play and relaxing 

out of the kennels in the compound, 
paddock and indoors in the play barn

• Just 10 minutes from Bampton

countyhoundsboardingkennels@gmail.com • call 01398 361786
Kay & Les Mayne, Dowhills Farm, Huntsham EX16 9DS

www.countyhounds.co.uk
BOARDING KENNELS – BUT GREAT FUN TOO!

Boarding and day care options available.
What makes County Hounds so popular with both its 
two legged and four legged devotees is the personal 
attention that all the dogs receive, with limited 
numbers we like to spend time with all the dogs.

COUNTY HOUNDS

• 7 day turnaround (or less)
• Free collection and delivery  

for 5 or more rugs
• Quantity discounts

• Repairs undertaken at £10ph
• Nikwax products used

Rug Wash ... £11.00 Reproof ... £7.00
Fleeces and Fly Rugs ... £9.00

07740 865600
THE COMPLETE HORSE RUG  

WASHING AND REPAIR SERVICE

www.prismequinelaundry.co.uk

Dulverton & Brushford Parish Mag.indd   1 08/01/2020   10:45
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PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
Brompton Regis P.C: Mrs Sarah Buchanan brpcclerk@gmail.com 01984 641706
Brushford P.C: Clerk: Clive Knight, cliveknight@me.com  01398 324140
Cutcombe P.C: Clerk: Nic Kemp cutcombeclerk@gmail.com  07852 813983
Dulverton T.C: Sec: Miss A. Rose clerk@dulvertontowncouncil.co.uk 01398 324561
East Anstey PC:Clerk: Mrs Jill Larcombe eastansteypc@yahoo.co.uk 01884 252647
Exford P.C: Clerk: Mrs N Kemp clerk@exfordparishcouncil.org   07852 813983
Exmoor P.C: Clerk: Mrs Charlotte Hornsby 
exmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com     01643 831535
Exton P.C: Clerk: Andrew Moore clerk@extonparishcouncil.co.uk 01984 641539
Upton P.C: Clerk: Mrs P Purvis uptonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk  01398 371548
Winsford P.C: Clerk: Nic Kemp winsfordparishcouncil@gmail.com  07852 813983
Withypool & Hawkridge P.C: Clerk: C Hornsby  
withypoolhawkridgeparishclerk@gmail.com    01643 831535 

LOCAL CHURCHES AND CHAPEL CONTACT NUMBERS 
Dulverton Benefice clergy contact during vacancy: Revd Martin Collett  01398 324211
Exmoor Benefice: The Rev. David Weir,  
The Rectory, Exford, TA24 7LX     01643 831330
Catholic Church: Priest: Father Michael    01643 702201
Dulverton Congregational Church, Chapel Street: Mr P Donnelly  01398 324010
The Traditional Anglican Church: Loxbear, Priest Reverend Aird 01769 581042 
Exmoor Benefice Choir: Mrs B. Staples    01643 851396
United Benefice, All Saints’ & Community Choirs: Gary Cooper  07419 212354
 
PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
All Saints School & Nursery:                 01398 323231 & 01398 323223
Anstey Parent and Toddlers Group: Jodie Thomas   01398 341845
Brompton Regis Toddlers: Mrs.S. Julian, Court Place Farm, Skilgate 01398 331031
Rhythm n’Brews Toddlers Group: Sabine Cooper    07495 679832

SCHOOLS
All Saints C of E School - Fishers Mead TA22 9EN   01398 323231
Cutcombe C of E First School - Wheddon Cross, TA24 7DZ  01643 841462
Dulverton Junior School – Barns Close West, TA22 9EE  01398 323223 
Dulverton Children’s Centre 
– All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN    01398 324360
Dulverton Family and Toddlers Group: tba 
East Anstey Primary School: - East Anstey, Tiverton, EX16 9JP  01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery – All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN 01398 324360

Useful Numbers
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 Dunkery PreSchool: Supervisor: Mrs. S. Matravers, 
Shute Close, Cutcombe, Minehead     01643 841008

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Bampton Scouts/Cubs/Beaver748s: Tony Weiss   01398 331901
Youth Club Administrator, Angie Kilcoyne dulvy36DDYPP@outlook.com 
 Chair John Preston                    01398 323862
Dulverton Ballet: Mrs Wightmore,  
 Flat 3, Easter House, St. Andrews St. Tiverton   01884 253999
Exmoor Community Youth Club:  
 Organiser Laura Tasker, Fridays 6 – 8 pm    01643 831125 

OTHERS
Abbeyfield House       01398 324136
All Saints’ Dulverton - Music Events: www.allsaintsdulverton.org.uk  07419 212354
TA22 (Brushford Voluntary Lift Scheme) Member of the  
 West Somerset Car Scheme Partnership - Chair: T. Wilson  07528 326880
Brushford Luncheon Club: Mrs. Margaret Albery     01398 324587
Care Direct for help and advice. www.somerset.gov.uk              0300 1232224
Dulverton Action Group: Magdalena Harding   01398 323785
Dulverton & Bampton Luncheon Club (Ex-Probus): 
 Terence Dapp terrydapp@aol.com     01398 332252
Dulverton Heritage Centre Sec: Kathy Currie         07493 518350
Dulverton & Southern Exmoor Twinning:  
 Chair: Steve Ford, Dulverton     01398 323016
Dulverton Development Forum: Sec: Mrs J. Ross   01398 323818
Dulverton Films: Jan Ross     01398 323818
Dulverton Fellowship for Mental Health: Marion Silverlock   01398 341850
Dulverton Gardening Club: Roger Hammond   01398 323954
Dulverton Group Exmoor Society: Sec: Dr Ken Mills  01398 331482
Dulverton Vintage Films: Magdalena Harding    01398 323785
Dulverton Voluntary Driver     07743 885115
Exmoor Patient Group:  
 Chair: Sandra Wilson, W Nightcott, Dulverton TA22 9RT  01398 324687
Exmoor Community Bus Assn:  
 Temporary contact: S Buchanan      01984 641706
Exmoor Death Café: Gary Cooper      07419 212354
Good Neighbours: Sandra Collett 01398 324211
Reiki Share: Angela John       07591 414401 
Royal British Legion, Dulverton: Mr Peter Donnelly    01398 324010
U3A Exmoor: Yvonne Moorfoot, 3 Lamb Back, Dulverton  01398 323529
West Somerset Advice Bureau:  
 Dulverton Medical Centre, Tues 10-12    01643 704624
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24hr personal care from Mark, Melissa & Gary

■ 30 years experience
■ Award winning pre-paid funeral plans for West Somerset

01643 703000
w w w . r s f u n e r a l s e r v i c e s . c o . u k
14 Park Street ■ Minehead ■ TA24 5NQ

Services from £1,400
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